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The Christadelphisn,y
Jan. 1, 1881, .

Che Christadelphian.

“He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father);
Sor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.” —(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the ereature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SoNs OF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19).

No. 199. JANUARY, 1881. Vol. XVIII.

WHY DO YOU OALL US CAMPBELLITES?

BY DR. THOMAS.

Tue warfare of the truth has shifted its base since the early controversies of
Dr. Thomas. In those days, the Doctor’s principal antagonists were the
Campbellites, among whom he was thrown, in the ways of Providence: now it
is the world of the orthodox in general that is in arms against the doctrines of
the holy oracles of God, as contrasted with the venerable traditions of a Pagan
theology. However, the Campbellites (now a squad in the numerous hosts of the
adversary) occasionally come to the front and show themselves. One of their
questions is that which appears at the head of this article. It used to be often
put in the days of Dr. Thomas, His answer is as etfective to-day as when it
first was penned. It is as follows :—

“As to why we continue to designate Mr. Campbell’s co-religionists by his
name, notwithstanding their unanimous repudiation of it, we reply, because
debt is one thing, and repudiation of debt another. That is the reason, pure
and simple.

“Though we never graduated at Bethany College, nevertheless we know
Campbellism, as the saying is, ‘like a book.” For seven months after our first
acquaintance, in 1832, with what was then styled ¢ Reformation,” we say it as
the sin of our ignorance, that we studied the Christian Baptist very diligently,
yea more so than the Bible. By the hearing of the ear, and the seeing of the
eye, the mysteries of Bethany became familiar. ‘The three kingdoms,’ ‘ihe
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three salvations,” ‘the three facts,’
‘the ancient gospel,” ‘the ancient
order of things, ‘the coronation of
Jesus,” ¢ baptism for remission of sins,’
‘the operation of the Holy Spirit,’
&c., as distilled from the tongues and
pens of Messrs. Scott and Campbell, are
familiar all as household words.

“ While a student of these mysteries,
and ignorant of the apostolic prophetic
writings, circumstances forced us into
the advocacy of them. We became
thoroughly grounded in them, but,
happily, not rooted in them, nor en-
slaved by them. Twenty-two years
ago we taught them with considerable
acceptance in Virginia; and had we
been contented to stand still, and
preach Christian baptism, modified by
the Millennial Harbinger to suit the
times, instead of being ‘everywhere
spoken against,’ we should have been
highly popular, and reaped the harvest
of popularity which has lined the
pockets of our successors. But, God
be thanked and praised for ever ! His
word became our teacher; and, in
proportion as we acquired an under-
standing of it, our hold on the tradi-
tions of immersed Presbyterian anti-
creedism relaxed, and was finally
abandoned.

“Now, we have recited these things
in support of our saying, that we know
Campbellism like a book; and to show
that we have the advantage of our
Campbellite friends in knowing their
system as well as themselves; and in
knowing, besides, what the candid
among them confess they do not
know, namely, Moses and the prophets,
and the Psalms, which Jesus says, all
testify of him. And here we would
say, that it is a fact worthy of remark
that, in proportion as we advanced in
our knowledge of the Scriptures, in
the same ratio were we spoken against
for heresy, and disowned! and that,
too, by a people professing to be in
pursuit of truth. The more truth we
found, the more they reproached us!

 Now, from these premisses, we con-
sider we are a better judge of the
spirituality of the claims of Campbel-
lism than Campbellites, be they lay-
men, evangelists, or supervisors and

editors themselves. They only know
Campbellism ; we knew Campbellism
and the doctrine of Moses and Jesus
too. Is it not perverse and presump-
tuous in them, seeing that they admit
their ignorance of the old Bible,” for
which they have doctrinally no more
use than for occasional reference to
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, fo
show that Jesus Christ must needs be
a sufferer; or, to the twenty-fourth
Psalm, for the scenmery of Christ's
coronation in their transky-kingdomian
Jerusalem—is it not strange, yea,
passing strange, that they should close
their eyes and stop their éars against
our earnest testimony that the Secrip-
ture condemns. their system totally!
Jesus said, ‘ If ye believed Moses, ye
would believe me; for he wrote con-
cerning me. And if ye believe not
his writings, how shall ye believe my
words f—(John v. 46). Hence the
doctrine of Christ Jesus is in rigid
harmony with the teaching of Moses ;
and is as much contained in his writ-
ings as in the New Testament ; that
is, this book and the Pentateuch are in
strict accord. We say, then, knowing
as we do the doctrine of Moses, that
Campbellism, in the light of his testi-
mony, is anti-Mosaic, and therefore
anti-Christian—it is neither in con-
formity with the writings of Moses
nor the words of Jesus.

“Again, the ‘Great Teacher, as
many call him, who pay no more re-
gard to his words than they do to
Moses’ writings, says, ‘ Imagine not
that I am come to nullify the law and
the prophets; I come not to nullify,
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto
you, until that the heaven and the
earth pass away, one iota or one point
can in no wise pass from the law,
until that all things come to pass’—
(Matt. v. 18). Now, Campbellites do
not profess to be acquainted with
Moses and David—(and the writings
of the latter were sometimes compre-
hended by Jesus in the term ‘law’—
John x. 34)—how, then, can they tell
what things predicted have come to
pass, and what others remain yet to be
fulfilled? The thing is impossible.
They cannot tell. But we, who study
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Moses and the prophets, can ; and we
can, and do, bear demonstrative testi-
mony, that a large proportion of what
they prophesied concerning Christ
(which things belong as much to
Christianity as those of their writings
already fulfilled) is yet unfulfilled
prophecy. Campbellism is as inno-
cent of these things as a babe; and
therefore has no more faith in them
than a puling infant: hence it cannot
understand the New Testament, four
divisions of which treat chiefly of the
words of Jesus, in harmony with the
writings of the law.

“ Campbellism is equally condemned
by the doctrine of the apostles, as by
the words of Jesus and the law,
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, pro-
claimed the identity of his faith and
teaching with that of Moses and the
prophets—* I believe all things,’ says
he, ¢ which are written in the law and
in the prophets ; having hope toward
God, which (hope) they (the Jews)
themselves also expect, that there
shall be a future resurrection of the
dead ones, both just and unjust”—
(Acts xxiv. 14-15). And, in another
place, he says, ¢ Having obtained help
of God, I continue unto this day,
testifying unto small and great, saying
nothing except the future things which
the prophets and Moses declared to be :
that the Christ suffer; that he shall
be first of a resurrection of dead ones
to proclaim light to the people, and to
the nations’ — (Acts xxvi. 22-23).
‘When, therefore, Paul preached his
gospel, ¢ He expounded and testified
the kingdom of God, persuading con-
cerning Jesus, both out of the law
of Moses and the prophets’ — (Acts
xxviii. 23-31). Hear also what he
says to his brethren in Romans xvi.
25— Now to Him who is of power to
establish you according to my gospel ;
and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of a mys-
tery concealed from the times of the
ages; but now made manifest, and,
through the writings of the prophets
made known to all the nations for
obedience of faith, according to the
commandment of the God of the age—

700 awwior Qeov: to God, only wise,

to Him the glory in the ages, through
Jesus Christ.’

“ Now, can the Bethanians say, with
open face, that they believe with Paul
all things which are written in the
law and prophets; and have hope in
common with the Jews ?—(Acts xxvi.
6-7). Can their evangelites, college
bred or otherwise, say honestly, that
in their preaching they testify nothing
except the future things, which the
prophets and Moses declared ? Or, do
they, in their ministrations, expound
and testify the kingdom of God out of
Moses and the prophets? If they
were to answer these questions affirma-
tively, they know they would not
speak according to truth. Their faith
and teacliing are not the same as
Paul’s; for they are ignorant of the
things he believed; almost entirely
ignore the ‘old Bible ;’ and, in their
preaching, do not expound Moses and
the prophets. Would it not, then, be
a miracle for Campbellism to be in
harmony with the doctrine of the
apostles, who preached Moses and the
prophets in preaching Jesus, seeing
that it has been invented and promul-
gated by men notoriously and con-
fessedly ignorant of the prophets ?
These spake as God moved them by His
Spirit. Alexander Campbell, Walter
Scott, ourselves twenty years ago, and
our co-labourers, spake as we were
moved by reason perverted by tradi-
tion—"* the thinking of the flesh.” But
the flesh and the Spirit of God are at
enmity ; and the former cannot pene-
trate the arcana of the latter; espe-
cially when first biassed by tradition,
it then begins its Bible studies at the
end instead of at the beginning of
the book. This was our mistake ;
and continues to be the fatal error of
Campbellites, and all other sectarians,
The system, and schism, or ‘ism,
which is conveniently designated by
the name of the professor of the
divinity taught at Bethany College, is
anti-Mosaic, and anti-prophetic, and
therefore anti-scriptural, anti-Chris-
tian, and anti-apostolic, in all that
distinguishes it from other systems of
faith and practice whose names end in
Ptism” We know that it does not
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teach the way of salvation. We say
this in kindness and full assurance
of faith. It does not teach the way
Jesus and his apostles taught. We
know this way, and know them to be
diverse and opposite—mutually sub-
versive of each other. How, then,
can we honestly speak otherwise than
we do?

“But what has all this to do with
the question ? Much every way. Our
inquirer says we know that his frater-
nity unanimously repudiates the name
of Campbellism for its views, and
Campbellites for their adherents. It
is true we are aware of the repudia-
tion. When we were part of the
fraternity, we protested against the
name also ; because we then assumed
what we now see we could not prove,
namely, that we were disciples of
Christ, and believers of the ancient
gospel, and in the practice of the
ancient order. For this cause we did
not like the names; for, in the use
of them, it was a practical rejection of
our pretensions by those who applied
them to us.

“But, if A owe B a thousand
dollars, and he repudiates the debt,
does hLis repudiation satisfy B that A
owes him nothing? Prove the debt,
and the repudiation is purely and
simply dishonest. We have proved
that the community to which we
belonged in times of ignorance, at
the head of which Mr. Campbell
has placed himself, or been placed by
circumstances, is in faith and teaching
not in accord with Paul and his
brethren. Second, it is notorious that
the community is a schism from the
Baptist denomination, mainly pro-
duced by the writings of Mr. Camp-
bell, and that therefore he did not
receive his views from the com-
munity, but the community from him.
Thirdly, Bethany College has been
endowed by his brotherhood, which
accepts the youths whose ideas he
teaches to shoot in the direction of
theology, for its orators and spiritual
guides. And fourthly, when outsiders
wish to know assuredly the senti-
ments of the brotherhood, they consult
his writings, such as the Christian

Baptist, Millennial Harbinger,
Christian System, Life and Death,
&c.; not the writings of Moses and
the prophets, &c.; which writings of
his are very barren expositions of
the Word. Here, then, is the debt—
the community is A, and owes its all
that distinguishes it from others, not
to the Bible, but to Mr. Campbell,
President of Bethany College, who is
B. Now this being incontrovertible
by fair showing, ¢Inquirer’ and his
unanimous repudiators are dishonest
and ungrateful in their repudiation.
But for Mr. Campbell's ‘ism,’ the
editors and evangelists of his school
would not now be shearing the wool
of his fold, or rather fleecing in many
instances, the silly sheep, who, with
the rich pasture of the word at hand,
consent to be starved on Bethany
philosophy oracularized by boys! If
you adopt the views, seeing they have
no place in the Bible, receive them
reverently in their proper name, and
be not ashamed of names which only
designate the truth.’

“In opposition to these names, the
repudiators say we are Reformers,
Christians, or Disciples. But how
can we consent to give them the
names they claim, seeing that we
deny them the things represented by
the names ? If we were to style them
Reformers, it would be with mental
reservation ; for instead of reforming
they have abandoned the little refor-
mation they had attained to when we
first knew them. How can we call
them Christians? To do this would
be to condemn ourselves as infidel
rejectors of what we should be thereby
admitting was able to make them
Christians. This would be giving up
the very point at issue. A faith like
that of Campbellism, which does not
embrace ‘the one hope %2 the calling,’
cannot make immersion the ‘one
baptism,’ or the subject of it a Chris-
tian. We cannot therefore, concede
to them the name. Show us the
genuine article and its name will be
readily bestowed.

“ Neither can we style them
Disciples, if by that name they inean
Disciples of Christ. How can men
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reasonably claim to be his disciples
who do not regard his word? He
preached Moses and the prophets in
preaching the gospel of the kingdom ;
and that gospel the Bethanians in
general know nothing about ; or where
they have heard it, or heard of it, few
of them regard it, and still fewer
honor God and bless themselves in
obeying it. With our views of
matters it is impossible, however
disposed from friendliness we might
be to gratify them, to style them Dis-
ciples of Christ. They learn the
things they profess not from the
Bible, for they are not there, but from
the writings and preaching inspired
from Bethany, and seek to impose
upon themselves . the delusion that
they are learning of Christ! But we
cannot be a party to such a deception.
‘If we could find their faith and
practice in the Old and New Testa-
ments, we would have no objection to
admit their discipleship, even though
they acquired their creed through Mr.
Campbell’s instrumentality. But this
we cannot do ; we therefore refuse to
style them by any of the names they
covet ; for clearly they have no scrip-
tural title to the same.’

“Qur inquirer will therefore per-
ceive at a glance that we disregard the
repudiation, not as he suggests be-
cause we wish our views to be called
Thomasism, and our coadjutors Thom-
asites ; but because of the reasons
before the reader. If what we teach
cannot be demonstrated from the
‘Word, then call it by what name you

please, it matters not to us; but if
what we teach be proved to be the
teaching of God and Moses, the pro-
phets, Jesus, and the apostles, then
call it Thomasism at your peril ; un-
less by Thomasism you mean a system
of doctrine taught by the apostles
John and Thomas: but even then you
might select for it a more appropriate
term, But if this be not your mean-
ing, then call God’s system of truth
by our name at your peril, You have
nothing to fear from us, who, all told,
are but a ‘little flock ’—(Luke. xii.32.)
The fearful looking for of judgment
contemplates the indignation of Him
who magnifies His truth above all His
name—(Psalm cxxxviii. 2.

“If then you are ashamed of the
names, we counsel you forthwith to
repudiate the things. This is an hon-
est way of getting rid of the anmnoy-
ance. We do not call you Campbellites,
and your chief's views which you
fellowship, Campbellism, to irritate
and provoke you or him, but because
we do not know how otherwise to
designate you and them according to
truth. There is the thing, and there
are you believing and practising it.
It is not in the Bible; it is in Mr.
Campbell's writings. He did not
learn it from you; but you mani-
festly, directly or indirectly, learnt it
from him. For the life of us, then,
we cannot see what better name to
give it than Campbellism ; and they
who patronize it Campbellites ; which,
with all respect and good feeliné W
shall continue to do.”"—Herald. /

A MISSION.—BEGUN AND OONTINUED.

THE Doctor thus defined the mission
of the Herald as an agency for
the dissemination of the truth. The
definition applies exactly to the
literary agency which has come after
him, and which he himself was instru-
mental in originating : —

“ The mission of the Herald of the

Kingdom and Age to Come originates
from the full assurance of the editor's
faith and hope; which repudiates the
Christianity of the Apostacy, styled
by the partisans of that system of
Gentilism — ‘the sentiments of all
Chbristendom.’

“The editor, then, and those who

.s;/é-/ 3.
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co-operate with him, send the Herald
forth,—

1, To open the eyes of Gentilists,
by expounding and testifying to them
the kingdom of God, thereby persuad-
ing them concerning Jesus, both out of
the law of Moses, the prophets, and
apostolic writings—(Acts xxviii. 23-
31).

‘)‘2. To turn nineteenth - century
¢ Christians’ from the darkness of their
three-fact gospelism to the light of
the glad tidings of the glory and king-
dom of the Christ.

% 3. To turn them from the power of
Gentile theology, endorsed by public
opinion (which is the Satan the truth
has to contend with in the Union
Section of the Western Hemisphere)
to the obedience of God, evinced in
the precepts and examples of the New
Testament : ‘That they may receive
remission of sins, and a portion among
the sanctified by a faith which in-

ducts into Jesus’'— (Acts xxvi. 18).

“4, To increase the knowledge and
the faith of those already sanctified
by the truth, that they may be edified
or built up ; that they may be no more
babes tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by
the artifice of men, by craftiness with
ﬁhe art of the deceiver—(Eph. iv.

4).

“ 5, To solve all questions presenting
themselves as obstacles to sincere in-
quirers after the truth.

%6, To besiege and raze to the
ground the strongholds of the de-
ceiver ; and to cast down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God.—
(2 Cor. x. 4, 5).

“7. To keep them whom the truth
has sanctified informed of the Signs
of the Times; that they may know
where they stand in relation to the

IGNORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE.

“ PAUL says to the f enlightened,’ ‘walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind, having the
understanding darkened, being alien-
ated from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in them, because of
the perverseness of their hearts, being
past feeling '—(Eph. iv. 18).

“ Speaking of Irael's watchmen,
Isaiah testifies that they were ‘blind ;
all ignorant, all dumb dogs, that can-
not bark, talking in their sleep, lying
down, loving to slumber. Yea, greedy
dogs which cannot have enough,
shepherds that cannot understand: they
all look to their own way, every one
for his gain, from his quarter.—(lvi.
10). Highly descriptive of Jewish
rabbis and Gentile ministers of this
enlightened day!

“I would not have you ignorant,

appearing of the Lord.” ferxxfd /856
R
brethren.’—(Rom. i. 13). ‘They have

a zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge. For they being ignorant
of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God.—
(Rom. x. 2, 3).

“ Eschew ignorance as a dangerous
and fatal evil. If ignorance were
bliss, God would not have troubled
himself to reveal so much to make us
wise.

“The new man is made new again
by exact knowledge—emyrworw—
after the image itself of the Creator
—(Col. iii. 10.)

“Qrace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the knowledge of
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God and of Jesus our Lord, according
as His divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and

virtue: through which (knowledge)

are given unto us exceeding great and

precious promises: that through these

ye might become partakers of the

divine nature—(2 Pet. i, 3, 4).”
Aenald, /885 . 96

THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST,.

«“<HgrE is wisdom. Let him thathath
understanding count the number of the
beast ; '—this implies that the number
can be counted, but not without the
exercise of intelligent skill. This
very statement shows that the passage
is designedly enigmatical, which is a
prominent feature of all prophecy.

“¢The number of the beast;’ this
phrase seems almost unintelligible to
the ordinary reader, who is not con-
versant with the usages of antiquity.
It refers to a custom which prevailed
among the ancients, of designating
their mythical deities and distin-
guished heroes by the sum of the
numerical letters which occurred in
their proper names; e.g., Mercury
was represented by the number 1,218,
&ec.

“¢The number of the beast;’ this,
therefore, means ‘the number of the
name (see verse 17) of the beast,
which is ‘six hundred three score and
six.’

“Tor it is the number of a man;’
this clause determines that the term
‘beast’ is only figurative.

% Where shall we look for the beast ?
Inquirers have turned their eyes in
every possible direction ; and some, in
so doing, bave been powerfully in-
fluenced by considerations of interest
~— have looked in directions where
they most earnestly desired to find
him, but which afforded them not the
slightest probability of gratification.

“ A careful perusal of the Apocal-
ypse will leave the candid reader liitle
reason to doubt that the beast stands
in close relation to other portions of

the Sacred Word, and figures largely
in the spiritual affairs of the world;
also, by comparing it with the pro-
phecy of Daniel, that that ancient
prophet had caught a glimpse of him
(among threeother beasts) in prophetic
vision, Commentators have long since
agreed that the ¢fourth beast’ of
which Daniel wrote, represented the
Roman Empire ; and thither we look
for the interpretation of our passage
bearing in mind that the politicai
affairs of that kingdom have been
wedded to the spiritual, and that the
Pontiff sways the sceptre over both
Church and State.

1t is certainly remarkable how
many names are here suggested (some
referring to the Church, some to the
State, some to the Pope, and some to
the all), which suit the conditions of
Rev. xiii. 18. A few will be adduced,
with the numerical computations
annexed to each, and brief explana-
tory remarks.

LAa 7 ¢ ¢ v o =
30143004 54-10-4-504-70--200==666.

This Greek adjective signifies ‘the
Latin’ TUnder each letter of the
word is placed the number which it
represents (according to the Greek
mode of notation), and the sum of all
is ‘six bundred, threescore and six.’

An objection may be raised to
taking a word from an ancient
language. But the propriety of so
doing appears from the fact that the
New Testament was written in Greek,
the writer, therefore, thought in
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Greek, and we most naturally look for
a Greek word to answer our present
purpose.

Another objection has been raised
by some, who would rob us of this
example, against the orthography of
the word. They insist that it should
be Lat-i-nos instead of Lat-ei-nos.
But we have only to meet them with
a reference to Paul-ei-no, Anton-ei-
nos, Sab-ei-nos, and hosts of other
words which they have never found
it to their interest to dispute.

The signification s peculiarly
applicable to the Roman power; the
head-quarters of the hierarchy is at
Rome, the old Latin city ; the Pope is
therefore the Latin Man ; the Church
is Latin, from beginning to end ; its
members read the Bible in Latin and
pray in Latin; Mass is read in Latin,
and in this language almost all the
exercises of public worship are per-
formed to this very day. And if we
take into consideration the much
more extended power of the Roman
kingdom in the days cf the apostle
John, which was so great as to be
called ‘the Latin world,” we can see
a remarkable propriety in his desig-
nating the Beast as Latin, if he
was indeed predicting with reference
to the Papacy, as is most generally
supposed.

2. HA a 7 ¢ v a +
8-430414-300410+4-5048-
Ba o « N € ¢ a

24142004104 30-4-5-+ 124+ 1666

“ The Latin Kingdom.' This phrase
has also been suggested as a solution
of our passage, and is altogether
plausible in sentiment. Opponents
object to it because the adjective is
spelled with an ¢ in the middle
syllable instead of ef, for which we
contended in No. 1. But as they
disapproved of the e¢ there, they will
of course be gratified with the simple
¢ here ; we insist that either may be
used. It may be remarked that this
solution is applicable to the Latin
tin}g}dom, spiritual or temporal, or

oth.

8.1 7 a A ¢ x a4
104-3004-14-304-104204-14

Ex « A g 6 ¢ a

54204204304 8--200+10+1=666.

“¢The Italian Church’— another
solution which has been offered by
some. And although the final letter
of the first word should properly be
Eta instead of Alpha, it is neverthe-
less somewhat remarkable, when taken
in connection with the others.

4. A 7

14-80-4-704-6-4-1+300--8-+200=666

“¢The Apostate’ also lays a fair
claim to being the ¢beast,’ whose
number John said was ‘six hundred
three score and six.’ The numeric
value of the letter Sigma is 200, and
of Tau 300 ; but the Greeks combined
and represented them by a distinct
written character, which 1is still
retained as the representative of the
number six.

5. In Hebrew there are two words,
both of which are translated by the
English Roman, or the Latin Romanus,
but differing in signification ; the
former denotes a Roman dwelling-
place, and the latter one who occupies
a Roman dwelling-place. But is it a
very remarkable fact that each of
these words, although varying from
the other in orthography, exactly
answers the condition of our text, as :
may readily be seen. We give the |
names of the Hebrew letters and their
numerical value.

Resh. . . . 200
Vav . . . . 6
Mem. . . . 40
Yodh. . . . 10
Yodh . . . 10

0 oT T 9 <

Resh . . . 200
Mem . . . 40
Ayn . . . 70
Nun . . . 50
Vav. . . . 6

Tav . . 400 Shin . . 300
666 666

6. One more solution: In the first
verse of this chapter (Rev. xiii.) we
read that this ‘beast’ had upon its
seven heads ‘ the name of blasphemy,’
which means that it would not only
take to itself high-sounding titles, but
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such as no man might wear without
robbing God of His glory.

“The Pope is guilty of the most
blasphemous arrogance when he styles
himself ¢ Vicarius Filii Dei’ (Vice-
gerent of the Son of God), which is
engraven on his mitre, and is con-
sidered his most honourable appella-
tion. The amount of the numbers
represented by the numeral letters
which occur in this name (as ascer-

tained by the Roman system of

notation) is as follows :—

In Vicarwws, In Fiun.  In DEL
V. I ..1D. .50
I.. 1 L. .5 1. 1
c. .10 I. 1 —_
I.. 1 1..1 501
U=, 5 53

— _— 112
112 53 -—
Total 666

* U and V were originally represented by the
same character.

“These are a few of the solutions,
which have been received from
various sources, all pointing towards
Rome. A great number are rejected,
as they seem altogether too fanciful ;
while those presented in this article
bear striking marks of plausibility.

“There are also many ingenious
solutions on record, which are to be
rejected, because not at all consonant
with the connection in which Revela-
tions xiii. 18 stands; having been
advanced either by Romanists, who
are, of course, extremely anxious to
avert the expectant gaze which this
passage directs to them, or by civil
monarchs, who were eager to read
therein the destiny of opposing
powers.” —Writer in the “Newark
Daily Advertiser.” flevad /855 &7

DIARY OF A OHRISTADELPHIAN.

(Continued from page 896, vol. XVII. )

Saturday, December 4th.—Am en route
to Glasgow to-day, in response to
the invitation of the brethren there,
who desire me to lecture in that city
and the neighbouring town of Blan-
tyre. This leaving home is dismal
work, but I am not my own. Found,
as usual, in railway travelling, much
to remind me that the kingdom of
God still remaineth. Companions in
the car for part of the way were of a
type admitting of no comparison with
the brute creation, that is not a
positive insult to the latter. A cow
or a horse is an interesting creature,
but your average third class passenger
often wishes to be a smoke in your
nostrils, in more senses than one.
% Did any gentleman (sic?) object to
smoking ? 7 All answered in the nega-
tive, save myself who replied, as is my

wont, with a courteous but decided
affirmative. Came in for the custom-
ary amount of abuse in consequence.
A change of passengers at one of the
stations delivered me from this evil,
only to inflict upon me a worse, in
the shape of a drunken sailor, whose
antics were anything but what one
would desire in a travelling com-
panion. The day comes when the
righteous shall wash their feet in the
blood of the wicked, and root them
completely out of the earth ; railway
travelling will be a very different
thing in that good time. Thought
how entirely the miseries of the
world are the work of man, and how
justly it had been placed in a state of
exile from God. Was able to endure
these annoyances as something in-
separable from the present barbarous
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condition of society. Remembered
too that the trifiing incidents of daily
experience are not too insignificant
for angelic disposal. We shall want
patience in the kingdom of God, and
it is well we should be required to
cultivate it now.

Reached Glasgow in due time, and
found about seven or eight brethren
on the platform waiting to receive
me, More honoured by their presence
than were Lords Beaconsfield and
Salisbury on their return from Berlin,
by the fashionable crowds which
thronged the station at Charing Cross.
Was soon at the house of brother
Ritchie, who lives at the outskirts of
the city, and sought in a night’s repose
the refreshment which * tired nature’s
sweet restorer " inevitably brings.

Sunday, December 5th.—Felt some-
what depressed on awaking to dis-
cover where I was and what for. But
this was only a transient sensation.
Knew that this was not work to be
undertaken without due consideration.
Therefore I began to brace up the
inner man, by reflections upon our
high calling in Christ Jesus, and upon
the absolute certainty of every feature
of what we are in the habit of speak-
ing of as “ the truth.” If these things
are so, then let us go right heartily
to work, for it won't always be pro-
bation. The end is near, and it is
“ everlasting life.”

Brother Thomas Nisbet presided at
the breaking of bread, and did it well.
Much depends upon the presiding
brother. If, as in this instance, he be
one whose words have the unmistak-
able ring of true saintship about
them, the comfort and edification of
the household of God are assured.
Should the Lord still delay his coming,
it is our prayer that in increasing
number, faithful men may arise to
supply the great need which exists
in connection with the public pro-
clamation of the truth.

Succeeded brother Nisbet, at his
request, with a few words of exhorta-
tion. Was pleased to recognise the
faces I had seen in Glasgow about
three years before. Always refresh-
ing to find brethren “ holding fast the

form of sound words.” Could enter,
to some extent, into Paul's feelings
when he said, “Now we live, if ye
stand fast in the Lord.” The brethren
in Glasgow do not lack enterprise in
the work of the truth. For the even-
ing lecture the City Hall was engaged
—a large building, capable of hold-
ing 3,000 persons. Readers of Dr.
Thomas's Life will remember this hall
in connection with some of his in-
valuable labours. The evening was
unfavourable, as regards atmospheric
conditions, but there assembled a good
audience, who were patient listeners for
an hour and a half to “ A Scriptural
Reply " to a lecture, which had been
given in Glasgow the previous Tues-
day, by the renowned Joseph Cook, of
Boston, on: “Does death end all?"
In the preface to one of his books,
Mr. Cook is described as about forty
years of age, ‘“strictly logical in his
reasoning, using the syllogistical
method with inflexible method, in-
sisting on rigid definitions, and so
clearing away the difficulties pre-
sented by the vague use of words—
prepared by minute and searching
investigation to encounter the most
accomplished specialists of science,
and gifted with eloquence and im-
aginative force—a linguist and omni-
vorous reader—ready to encounter all
opponents.” The brethren had pre-
viously provided me with notes of
Mr. Cook’s lecture, which certainly
failed to sustain the great expect-
ations the foregoing description is
fitted to produce. I remarked, that
the announcement of a Scriptural
Reply to a lecture delivered under the
auspices of a Christian association
would doubtless occasion surprise, for
it was a very common assumption that
a denial of the current orthodox teach-
ing on the subject of death necessarily
involved an acceptance of that system
of dreamy negation against which
the arguments of Mr. Cook were in-
tended to be successful. I wished,
however, to emphasize the fact that
we had not the least sympathy either
with the scientific, or with the coarser
scepticism of the day.

Mr. Cook saw hope for all mankind
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in the migratory instinct of the bird.
There was the climate related to this
instinct ; and God, who keeps His
word with the lower faculties, would
provide a climate for Mr. Cook, when
he needed it. The argument might
be worth considering if, on indepen-
dent grounds, it could be proved that
all men survive death; and if the
bird could be shown to wing its flight
to another climate after it was no
more. But, as a matter of fact its
migratory instinct terminated with its
dissolution ; and the climate related to
that instinet was of no use to a dead
bird. No doubt there was a climate,
in the sense of a glorious future, based
upon the promises of God; but, sup-
pose the bird was not alive to go to
it! No doubt men have aspirations
and hopes in the direction of immor-
tality, “but man dieth and wasteth
away; yea, man giveth up the spirit,
and where is he?” The mistake
lay in assuming that the possession
of these cravings and instincts were
equivalent to the possession of that
incorruptibility and perfection to
which they pointed. The traveller’s
burning thirst while crossing the
desert, did not bring the bubbling
spring to his side; and yet thirst
was ‘“a craving which God has not
mocked.” The quenching of it is a
question of circumstances. So, “ He
that will love life, and see good days,
let him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile ”
—(1 Peter iii. 10).

According to Mr. Cook, man had “‘a
constitutional tendency to look for
judgment to come.” But a tendency
that inheres in human nature would
be found in all men, and would survive
all attempts to get rid of it; whereas
a sceptic would certainly claim to be
an exception to Mr. Cook’s statement,
and declare himself destitute of any
tendency whatever to look for judg-
ment to come. If an impression of
this sort existed in any man it was no
more constitutional than Mr. Cook’s
fondness for the study of Carlyle.
These notions about ‘judgment to
come "’ could be modified or abolished
by education, as vast multitudes of

men had no ideas on any such subject.
It was simply untrue that “ men were
made so as naturally to anticipate
reward or punishment.” Naturally
we were devoid of anticipation reach-
ing beyond the affairs of the present
life. This was easily illustrated by
the case of one who had been born
both blind and deaf—one who had
never seen a ray of light, nor heard a
wave of sound.  'What notion had fe
of a judgment to come? None what-
ever. If by some miracle he could
be put in possession of these absent
faculties, it would be some time
before he conceived the idea which
was said to be constitutional to man.
Someone would have to talk with him
concerning *judgment to come” and
tell him what the words meant. If
Mr. Cook had been born in the wilds
of Africa, and never came into con-
tact with his kind, he certainly would
not have had even the vague anticipa-
tions he now cherishes. He assuredly
would not have had his present con-
science—perhaps no conscience at all.
Surely conscience was altogether a
result of training, and was to be
distrusted or relied upon according to
the quality and degree of the culture
of which it is the product. Men's con-
science are as diverse as the colours
of their hair. A Ritualist, like Mr.
Dale, had a conscience, which a
Quaker like Mr. Bright would feel
inclined to laugh at. The conscience
of the apostle Paul was not the same
after as before his conversion. The
case would be different if it could
first be proved that every man had
received his conscience directly from
“The Father of lights.” The Bible
declared nothing about the future
which we could have known by

natural means,

Mr. Cook wished to know what that
was that shone through our eyes, and
flamed in the forehead in the high
states of intfellectual and emotional
excitement. He desired the Materialist
to tell him what shone in the living
face under excitement, and that was
never seen in a dead one. The
Materialist might ask him a similar
question about the countenance of a






