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He (Jesus) thatsanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are allof one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.’ —(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestationof THE
soNs oF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 163. JANUARY, 1878. Vol. XV,

THE ADVENT OF CHRIST AND THE DELIVERANCE OF JERUSALEM.

By Dr. THoMAS.

“Tug Majesty of Jehovah, our Llohim, returns to the Mount of Olives (Acts i.
11) before, but not at the commencement of, the millennium, or
peaceful reign of a thousand years. He comes at the end of the times of the
Gentiles., Thus, ‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.—(Luke xxi. 24.)  The advent of His
Majesty, the King of the Jews, is concurrent with the deliverance of Jerusalem,
the capital of his kingdom, from the power of the Gentiles. When delivered,
the city is redeemed; and its rejoicing citizens rend the air with shouts of
welcomne, saying: ¢Blessed be he that cometh in the name of Jehovah!’
Hence, the deliverance of Jerusalem, the appearance of the Messiah therein,
and the fulfilment of the times of the Gentiles, are events happening at one
and the same cpoch. Therefore, it was that Jesus said: ‘O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children together . . . but
ve would not. Behold, your house is left to you desolate.  For I say unto you,
Ye shall not see me from this time until ye shall say, ¢ Blessed be he that comes
in the name of Lord.’—(Matt. xxiv. 37.)

At the advent of His Majesty, then, there will be people in the city to bid
him a blessed welcome. They may number a few thousands; but, be they
many or few, they will be only a remnant of the Jewish population residing in
Jerusalem and the Iloly Land previous to their invasion and capture by the
Little Horn of the Goat, or the armics of the dominion represented by
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the Latter-day Image shown to
Nebuchadnezzar in his dream. That
remnant is defined to be ¢the third
part brought through the fire, and
refined.'— (Zechariah xiii. 9.) This
third part is that remmnant which
opens the everlasting gates, that the
King of Glory, the I spALL BE Lord
of Armies, and mighty in battle, may
enter in, and commence his reign on
the hill of Jehovaly, Mount Zion, his
holy place.—(Psalm xxiv. 3-10.)

At this ecrisis, the kingdom, or
dominion of the King of the Jews
and his associates, does not extend
over more than this ¢ third part, so
that it is of necessity, in its beginning,
the smallest of all contemporary
kingdoms. It may, then, with pro-
priety be styled the Little Kingdom
of Jerusalemn, hardly of Judea.

In this its diminutive beginning, it
is scripturally represented by a ¢ stone,’
“a grain of mustard seed, which is
the least of all sceds,’ ‘leaven hid in
three measures of meal,” and so forth;
but when it attains its utmost
amplitude, it is represented by ‘a
mountain filling the whole earth,’ ‘a
tree, the greatest among herbs,” and as
having ‘leavened the whole of the
threc measures of meal,’ or the three
thirds of the Roman habitable—the
prefectures into which it was divided.

From the little mustard-seed be-
ginning until it becomes the greatest
of herbs, is the growing time of the
kingdom. The growing time is
occupied in bringing back the tribes

of Israel to the Holy Land. The
millennium does not commence till
they are settled there ‘after their old
estates.” Like Pharaoh in ancient
times, the nations will be opposed to
their return so long as they have the
power to prevent it. The North will
not ‘give up,” and the South will
‘keep back,” until the power of the
North and South be broken ‘as a
potter’s vessel.” The Jews, in their
dispersion, will be the ‘weapons of
war,’ in the Lord’s hand, for the sub-
jugation of the North and South.
‘When these are subdued, the Gentiles
will promote their return with all
possible facilities—* The ships of Tar-
shish (Britain) first, to bring thy
sons, O Zion, from far, their silver and
gold with them.” ‘And the Gentiles
shall bring all thy brethren, O Judah,
an offering unto Jehovah out of all
nations, upon horses, and in chariots,
and in coaches, and upon mules, and
upon swift beasts, to my Holy Moun-
tain, Jerusalem—to the place of the
name of Jehovah of Armies,the Mount
Zion.’—(Isaiah Ixvi. 20 ; xviii. 7; xIi.
15, 16; Jer. 1i. 20).

The resident subjects of the king-
dom, then, while the tribes are in ‘ the
Wilderness of the Peoples,” are com-
prehended in the fthird part;’ the
non-resident subjects will be found in
the military encampments of Israel in
the several countries where they will
be campaigning in the service of their
King against the peoples.—Herald

1856./1. o/

THE TAITH OF THE PENTECOSTIAN 3,000 NEITHER #ORITHODOX”
NOR « HETERODOX.”

1—The day of Pentecost was the
fiftieth day after the Passover, or day
of the Crucifixion—the day of waving
sin and peace offerings with bread of
the first fruits of the tenth deals for
Ju)dah and Benjamin.—(Lev. xxiii. 15-
21).

2.—There were dwelling on that day
at Jerusalem, Jews who were devout

men, who had come up to that city
out of every nation under heaven, to
keep the feasts of Passover and Pente-
cost.—(Acts ii. 5).

3.—DPeter preached to them from the
prophets, and, by the Spirit, announced
to these devout Jews, that whosoever
called on the name of Jehovah should
be saved.—(Verse 21).
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4,—These devout Jews were person-
allyacquainted with Jesus of Nazareth,
and witnesses of the miracles, wonders
and signs which God did by him; and
as his preaching accompanied his
wonder-working, they were familiar
with his proclamation, which was the
gospel of the kingdom of God.—(Verse
22; Matt. iv. 24; xi. 35).

Ergo.—The Spirit's
audience of devout Jews were all
acquainted with the gospel of the
kingdom preached by Jesus himself
before its constituents were commanded
to be baptized.

InrERENCE.—That the knowledge of
the gospel of the kingdom was a
necessary and specific qualification for
salvation, through the name of Jehovah ;
which could only be put on by the
baptism of believers into that name.

5.—These devout Jews were charged
with putting Jesus to death by the
hands of the wicked—(verse 25);
they were, therefore, parties to the
transaction narrated in the four
testimonies, and joined their voices
with the multitude, in response to the
words of Pilate, ¢ Behold your king!’
saying, ‘Wehave no king but Ceesar
thus repudiating the claim of Jesus to
the crown of his father, David.

6.—The Holy Spirit, through Peter,
joined issue with them wupon this
point, and showed that David had
predicted his Son's resurrection in
Psalm xvi.; and that David foresaw
that this resurrection was for the
purpose of placing him on his throne
at some future period not mentioned
there ; so that, not Cicsar, but David’s
Son and Lord, Jesus of Nazareth, was
the rightful ‘King of the Jews.’—
(verse 30.) Such was the Spirit’s
Pentecostian testimnony for Jesus.

7.— The shedding forth of the Spirit
was evidence that God had raised
Jesus from the dead, and exalted Him
to His right hand provisionally—
‘until’ the time came to place Him
on David’s throne, by putting Cesar
and all other foes under his feet—
(verse 35.) He is therefore now
Lord and Christ, or Anointed King
of the Jews, waiting for His kingdoin.
—(verse 36.)

Pentecostian

8.—From the foregoing irrefutable
demises, it is evident that the devout
Pentecostians believed the gospel of
the kingdom preached by Jesus, and
admitted His claim to David’s throne ;
in believing this upon the Spirit's
testimony, they also believed that God
had raised Him from the dead, and
exalted Him to his right hand, and
that consequently he was alive for
evermore. This belief convicted
them of sin, in preferring Caesar, and
in crucifying the King whom God
had provided in the house of David,
‘to be ruler in Israel.’—(Mic. vi. 2.)
They were, therefore, *pricked in
the heart, not knowing what to do
for ‘sin and peace offerings’ before
Jehovah.—(See No. 1 of this article,
and Acts ii. 37.)

9.—The answer the apostle gave by
the Spirit” to their inquiry did not
define what they should believe ; but
what they should do for the waving
of sin, and the obtaining of peace
before dJehovah. They already be-
lieved the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of
Jesus Christ ;' all that remained was,
to tell such devout believers what
they should do for salvation from sin
by the name of Jehovah—in other
words, by what action that name
might be called upon or invoked.

10.—These devout believers of the
gospel of the kingdom, convinced of
sin by the Spirit, were commanded
by the same Spirit to ‘repent in the
name of Jesus,’ and to ¢ be baptised
in the name of Jesus” The re-
pentance prescribed was ‘in the
name,” not only of, or before being
in, the name. The repentance was
not, therefore, ‘sorrow for sin,’ or a
‘pre-requisite for Dbaptism,” but an
Abrahamic disposition, resulting from
beliet of the promises made to
Abraham, counted for righteousness
in putting on the name of his seed.

11.—There is nothing parallel to the
faith and practice of these Pente-
costians among the ‘orthodox’ or
‘heterodox’ denominations of Christ-
endom.” The approved among the
Pentecostians * continued steadfast’
in the truth which formed the basis
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of their immersion. They did not
shift about with e¢very wind of
doctrine, like our contemporaries, but
made an enlightened and Abrahamie,
baptismnal, outset; and with the

father of the faithful, went on to
perfection, his faith being made
perfect by his works."—(verse 42;
James ii. 22.)—Dr. Thomas. '~

MODERN PIETY AND GOSPEL REQUIREMENTS.

“Tug treating the strict requirements
of the gospel with looseness is the
crying sin of the piety of this age of
gospel profession. By ‘the require-
ments of the gospel’ are meant the
requirements of the Lord Jesus
and his apostles in their teaching.
He required that for men to be recog-
nised as his disciples, they should be-
licve the word or gospel le preached
in Judea, and that such believers
should be baptised. This require-
ment, however, is almost universally
disregarded. It is too sectarian and
intolerant for the generality, whese
¢ Christian  charity and liberality’
rejoices in unbounded toleration of
“opinions” for all who do not call in
question their Christianity ; that is,
the scripturality of what they teach
as gospel and the obedience it re-
quires. With all their ‘liberality’
they have no tolerance for such an
‘opinion’ as this. It is ‘exclu-
sive,” ‘unchristian,” and ‘Ishmael-
itish.” To try their foundation by a
logical application of the Word is to
become ‘greater than our father
Abraham or the apostles,” and to set
up for a Pope, or a manufacturer of
iron bedsteads!  Admit that their
recognition of the divine sonship of
Jesus, with ignorance, or denial of the
gospel he preached, is a scriptural
foundation for a man to be placed upon
by imersion, and you are a very lib-
eral Christian and charitable person.
This admission, with piety, constitutes
a ‘humble Christian’ of modern type,
who cannot be rejected from fellow-
ship by any without universal con-
demnation and execration.
such premisses, however, the Pope and
all his associates are admissible to
fellowship, and the man is an

Upon |

Ishinaelite that rejects their chris-
tianity by a logical application of the
word against it. He sets up for a
pope who denies the Pope’s gospel to
be the gospel of Christ by a logical
application of Scripture! ‘Who art
thou that judgest thy brother?’—
¢ Who made thee the judge of another
man’s servant ? ’—thus, by such taunts
as these, they would silence the
application of your discourse! It is
the essence of ‘liberal Christianity’
to riot in unbounded license of
discourse, with intense and angry
intolerance of the ‘application’ of
the same.

‘We should not receive the un-
sanctified into our bosom,” writes a
charitable friend of the modern type,
that is, we suppose the writer ineans
into our fellowship. DBut by what
rule or standard is their unsanctified-
ness to Dbe determined? And by
whom are the principles of that rule
to be applied ? The rule of sanctifi-
cation is faith in the things of the
kingdom of God and the nawme of
Jesus Christ’ (Acts viii. 12), and the
baptism of such a believer ‘into the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit; and the
principles must be applied by them
whose fellowship is sought. A man
claims admission into tlieir besom who
says he is sanctified. Are they bound
to receive him on his simple assertion ?
If it be answered ‘yes,” then they
would be bound to receive Archbishop
Hughes and his master the devil, for
they both say they are sanctitied! It
is evident, then, that a man’s sanctifi-
cation cannot be admitted on mere
assertion. Evidence of sanctification
must be adduced. DBut it is no use
producing evidence, if it is not to be
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judged. ‘Judge not that ye be not
judged, does not then apply to
judging of evidence. Men are com-
manded to ‘try the spirits,” whick can
only be done by examination of
evidence and testimony. A man,
then, must produce proof of his
assertion before his sanctification can
be admitted by those whose fellow-
ship he claims. This is scriptural and
rational, however much of bigotry
and sectarianism there may be in 1t
according to modern Christian liberal-
ism, which, after all said, is but a
species of infidelity. If said claimant
say, ‘I was sanctified when I ex-
perienced a hope of pardon;’ and on
further inquiry, he confess that he
was ignorant of the purpose of God in
relation to Palestine, the Twelve
Tribes, and the r.ations, with Abraham,
Christ, and the Saints’ connection

therewith : it is therefore certain,
whatever he may have believed about

Jesus, that he was ignorant of the
gospel or the truth. Devoid of this,
no man can be sanctified, for it is the
sanctifying principle. When Jesus
prayed for the sanctification of His
disciples, He said, ‘Sanctify them by
the truth : thy doctrine—o6 Morjos ¢ gos
—is truth.’ The Spirit sanctifies
when the doctrine of God sanctifies ;
and a man’s sanctification by the
truth is known when, confessing what
Jesus confessed before Pilate, he is
‘ washed, sanctified, and justified, by
his name and God’s Spirit.”—(1 Cor. v1.
11; Rom. x. 8; 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 12,
13.) The sanctification of men, be
they dipped or sprinkled, baptized in
ignorance of the promises covenanted
to them who love God, is a dogma of
the Apostacy, which we sincerely,
earnestly, and faithfully advise all to
repudiate, who favour a return to the
doctrine and practice of the primitive
believers.”—Dr. Thomas. '

THE DOOTRINE OF NATURAL IMMORTALITY.

“Dr. Whately, author of the famous
treatise or ‘Logic,” maintains in his
Future State that ‘the natural im-
mortality of man’s soul, as distinct
from the body, has not in fact been
discovered yet’—that the arguments

by which some philosophers did
attempt to prove this were not
sufficient to convince fully even

themselves—that the common mean-
ing of the word ‘soul’ in the Old
Testament is ¢ nothing more than life
or the spirit united with the body '—
that as to any such future existence
as the ancient philosophers described
(by the immortality of the soul), the
apostle Paul does not consider it
worth a thought—that the notions of
very many Christians who profess to
derive comfort in the thought of a
future state, are not only groundless,
but even inconsistent with themselves
to such a degree—are so confused and
contradictory as to give proof that

they have never (properly speaking)
reflected or inquired on the subject—

and that those notions (themselves)
are in fact not part of the Scripture
doctrine of a future state, but have
been founded merely on the bold
assertions of uninspired men.’—(pp.
16, 20, 23, 29.)

On pages 32, 39, he cites the
correspondence between Cicero and
his friend Servius Sulpicius—on the
death of Tullie, the daughter of the
former, in order to show that even
highly educated heathen sages ridi-
culed the very notion of any one
seriously believing the doctrine’ (of
the immortality of the soul), ¢ did not
themselves believe what they had
taught, but thought merely of the
expediency of incnleating this belief
on the vulgar !’

On page 47 he remarks: ‘It is
common to hear persons speaking of
those of the departed of whose final
salvation they are confident, speak of
them as in heaven—as admitted to
that blissful state in which they are
to continue for cver—as made par-
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takers of the kingdom of heaven, &ec.
And yet you are expressly told in
Scripture and profess it among the
articles of your belief, that it ie at the
end of the world that Jesus Christ will
come to judge all men and pronounce
their final doom, and then and not
before then, will be a resurrection
from the dead,” &ec., &c.

The following is an extract from
page 75:— All these allusions (in
Scripture) to one particular day
(evidently the time of the. general
resurrection) are such as seem to
imply that it is then that every man’s
condition will be finally fixed. Itis
hard to conceive how (supposing the
sonls of men in a happy state at

death) the day of judgment at the
time of the resurrection should be
spoken of asit is in Scripture. since
each man would (in the case just
supposed) not only know his final
condition, but actually enter upon his
reward or punishment, before the
resurrection, immediately on his
death ; so that the judgment of the
last day would be a fact forestalled.
It seems strange that a man should
first undergo his sentence and after-
wards be brought to trial—should first
enter upon his reward or punishment
and then (perhaps many centuries
after) he tried and then judged and
acquitted or condemned.’ ”"—Corres-
pondent in Herald, 1856,

A TRUE TESTIMONY AGAINST CHRISTENDOM.

“ Thou, O Gentile, standest by faith. If
thou continuest not in the goodness of God,
thou shalt be cut off as was Israel.”—Paul.

“Now, in that which I am about to
say, I am very singular; nevertheless,
such is my conviction of its truth that
I will declare it, that never since the
Reformation of the 16th Century, was
there a period of weaker faith in the
Church than at this preseat time; and
I say so in the face of all the exertions
which are being made at home and
abroad for the spreading of ¢the
gospel.” In proof of which it is well
known, that among the Protestants of
the Continent of Europe, there has for
the last century, been such a decrease
of faith, that every mystery of the
gospel hath been entirely exploded,
and the Christian revelation hath died
away into a system of morals, its
miracles explained away into juggling
tricks, or deceptions of unlettered men;
its prophecies set at nought, and its
doctrines disputed and gencrally re-
jected ; its discipline obsolete and
foregone, and a thin, cold, meagre
nakedness hath come instead of the
warm and glorious apparel of Clirist’s
doctrine and righteousness, with which
the Church was arrayed by the apostles.

The question might certainly be at
this present time well asked of Christ-
endom—When the Son of Man cometh,
shall he find faith upon the earth ?
And,” saith the Presbyterian divine
whose writing this is, “ with respect
to ourselves, the best way of ascer-
taining the present condition of owr
churches, compared with what they
have been, is to take up the standards
which were composed by the Reformers
as the forms of their faith; and by
these measure the knowledge, the
discourse and faith of modern times.
The larger catechism of our church,
upon which the ministers were wont
to catechise the people of Scotland, is
become like a great oak, casting its
leafless branches athwart the half of
heaven ; but, alas! stripped and bare.
or happily with a few shoots or sprigs
of tender green, in certain nooks and
crevices of his mighty growth: and
these rather aftergrowths, or chance
grafts, rooted by the weather in his
clefts, than any portion of his original
vigour.

“And again, in the sister church
(the Anglo-Hibernian Daughter of the
Babylonian Mother), the forms of her
service book, so devout, so deeply theo-
logical, are become a continual rebuke
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to the blank voice, blank ears and
blank understanding which they now
entertain. Baptismal and communion
services, comminations, fastings and
festivals, ordinations, and all the other
revered forms of the Latin Church (to
which she hath modelled herself rather
than to the primitive Church,) being
but hollow spectres of their former
selves. Like the ancient armour of our
fathers, they mock their puny children,
and leave us breathless even to con-
ceive the manly strength which once
endured them, and with giant might
did wield them to and fro. And time
would fail me to show how faith,
which heretofore was the strong trunk
round which every muse did wreath
her garland, hath become despised of
them all; so that poetry, history,
science, moderr: philosophy, law and
policy, and everything else whereby a
people doth express the spirit it is of,
have refused to be sustained any longer
by religion.—* They have forsaken the
fountain of living waters, and hewn
out to themselves broken cisterns,
which can hold no water.’

“ And even among such as are Spirit-
nal, there is a thinness, meagreness
and insufficiency of faith, a cgnstant
appeal to the useful, to the visible
fruits, to the good that is done; and,
above all signs of weakness, there is a
glorying in one another, and a praise
of the age, which go farther than
almost I dare express, to show men
into what a misery and poverty we
are come in respect of primitive faith,
The intellect hath become all-sufficient.
And such an intellect! We must

preach from the intellect to the
intellect, instead of preaching from
the word of God to the faith of his
children. No one will believe, in fact,
more than le can understand; and
that is generally as much as he can
see the good of. As an instance
whereof, this doctrine of Christ’s
second appearing, which was wont to
shine so bright in the eyes of the
church, that they were always
plunging forward to reach it before
the time, hath become, through the
decay of faith, almost forgotten; was,
I really think, altogether forgotten,
till, within these few years, some of
God’s faithful ones have made a
strong effort to revive it again. And
in general, the prophecies, which are
the great test of faith, as being
unseen, are given up by this clear-
headed, sound-minded generation of
believers! And the doctrines by
which our fathers articled the church,
are become unapproachably high. And
the whole organ of the world they
have turned to the same flat key.
So that, taken all for all, this last sign
of Messial’s coming, drawn from the
state of the Protestants, is always as
strong to my mind as the three
former, drawn from the aspect of the
Catholic and Mahommedan powers.’
“The above,” says Dr.Thomas,“is a
true testimony against Babylon and
her daughters from the pen of a
talented and popular ¢divine, whose
discourses a few years ago, moved the
heart of Britain from the Cowrt of
St. James’ to the tappery of Joln
O'Groat's.”— Hevald /83 pobz

EXTRACTS TROM THE DIARY OF A CONGREGATIONAL MINISTER.

BY (LATE) “THE REV.’ ROBERT ASHCROFT.

( Continued from page 538).

petent to appraise it. There is, I
must say, a robustness and consistency
about this Christadelphian belief
which heighten my admiration for the

Monday.—Several weeks have elap-
sed since the book entitled Twelve
Lectures, was placed in my hands.
Having carefully read it, I feel com-
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Scriptures which generate 1it, and
cause me to desire the acquaintance
of those who are set for its defence,
This writer expresses himself with all
the directness and force of patiently-
acquired and settled conviction. Nor
have I stumbled across a single
instance of assertion without proof.
There is no uncertainty in the sound
these lectures give forth.  Unlike
Rainbow and kindred literature, things
are nol here discussed as non-
essentials, which are fundamental
to the gospel itself. The author’s un-
compromising attitude towards the
sects looks a little severe ; yet if they
are out of the narrow way, it is time
somebody ventured to say so. All
honour to the man who has the
courage, and can prove that such is
the case. There is more Scripture
quoted in one of these lectures than I
am in the habit of quoting in twenty
gsermons. 1 would rather not under-
take to defend ‘orthodoxy” against
a Christadelphian. Wonder if any
member of “the cloth” has ever
been foolish enough to attempt such
a thing! The truth is much more
likely to be found with half a dozen
intelligent students of the Bible, free
from theological predilection and un-
trammelled by considerations of rank
and emolument, than with a whole
nation of people who have never taken
the trouble to read the Seriptures for
themselves, or who have grafted their
traditions on a stock of Bible phrases,
or who have something considerable to
lose by the exercise of that devout
mental independence which distin-
guished the Jews at Berea, in the
days of Paul. My friend P. (who
used to be very telling on the platform
of the “Liberation Society,”) was
wont to say that he should not see
the necessity for disestablishment so
readily if he were an archbishop, with
two palaces and £15,000 a year. Truth
must become fairly disconnected in
the mind, and sought for its own sake,
or honesty in any case is but an empty
boast. I cannot rid myself of the im-
pression that these Christadelphians
havesufficient truth among them to en-
title them to the name they bear, and

that ultimately I shall join their ranks,
which, though numerically feeble, are
yet defended with what seems nothing
less than “the whole armour of God.”
Tt will be difficult to reach them from
where I now stand, but I will trust in
God to gnide my steps. The company
I have had all along have been ex-
tremely agreeable in many respects,
but far too honourable and abundant.
At length I perceive there are higher
things than fashion and the surface-
refinements of a world that is passing
away. “He that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.”—(1 John ii.
17). What 1s that will? If these
Christadelphians cannot give the
answer, it cannot be given at all. And
if their answer be not the scriptural
one, to what purpose is all this mar-
shalling of Bible testimony, which I
defy all Christendom to explain away ?
In this remarkable volume there is no
evasion of that which is unpleasant to
the natural man—no conference with
flesh and blood—no attempt made to
get out of a difficulty by ignoring or
undervaluing any part of the inspired
word. I confess I have yet to meet
with a thoroughly candid member of
the clerical profession. All my minis-
terial friends are prone to balk my
interrogations, and when for instance
I remind them that Job, David, Solo-
mon and Hezekiah have said certain
things about man—living and dead,
they answer me with quotations from
Christ and Paul ; as if the latter con-
tradicted the former! And yet I have
noticed that they read these Old
Testament sayings from the pulpit in
an impressive sort of manner, which
does not at all comport with a virtual
denial of their truth. A light and
flippant tone would bebter accord with
their evident distrust of such testi-
mony. Instead of this, Solomon’s
“Man hath no pre-eminence above a
beast,” is pronounced with as deep
and grave an intonation as Paul’s
“ Behold, 1 show you a mystery;” and
David’s * Like the beasts that perish”
is not read with more solemnity than
Christ’s own declaration that he is
“the Resurrection and the Life.”
Not one of my clerical friends, on
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reading with the congregation the
146th Psalm, would ever think of
offering the following explanation
anent the 4th verse:—

“ Although, dear friends, David wrote as
he was moved by the Holy Spirit, when he
penned the beautiful composition now before
us, yet we arc by no means to receive every-
thing this psalm contains as if it were true.
Men may be inspired by the Spirit of truth
to write for the learming of posterity, and
still record many things which are absolutely
false. Which of us, for instance, would ever
believe that when a man dies, a complete
stop is put to his mental processes, and he
no more thinks than he did before his birth!
Wehave learned even from pagan philosophy,
that death does not so much as suspend our
intellectual operations for a moment, bat
they are carried on when we leave the body,
with a concatenation that is perfect, and
with a vigour of which at present we can
form no adequate conception. The Psalmist,
however, as you perceive, falls into an error
which an enlightened heathen would have
avoided, and actually asserts that in the
day of death a man’s thoughts perish. With
one consent we should exclaim, ¢Perish
such a thought! Of course we cannot tell
the reason why these strange utterances
are left on record, and there is apparent
difficalty in the circumstance of their being
inspired notwithstanding; but the Bible is
full of mysteries which we are bound to
believe though we cannot explain them; and
what we know not now we shall know
hereafter.”

This style of comment (which
would be consistent in the mouths of
most religious teachers) 1is never
indulged In by the author of these
Twelve Lectures; mo, not-cven when
he comes to treat of the Rich Man
and Lazarus, the thief on the Cross,
or Paul’s desire to depart and be with
Christ. He refuses to explain such
passages on principles that would
place them in antagonism with the
sayings of the ‘“Holy Men of O1d,”
who, according to Peter, “spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
He, therefore, can, with some show of
reason and consistency, place equal
emphasis on the words of David and
on those of David’s Son and Lord.

He believes Christ and Paul, without
disbelieving Moses and the prophets.
How have I longed for such a writer :
for not until this is done will it be
possible to regard the Secriptures as
harmonious throughout. There are

| hundreds of texts in the Old Testa-

ment which I should hardly dare
quote in the pulpit in that earnest
manner that would suggest my belief
in them, were it not that the people
are accustomed to hear things said
which are never meant. I cannot but
suspect the soundness and safety of
any theological position which can
only be maintained by sacrificing the
authenticity of those writings to
which Paul makes reference in Rom,
iti. 1, 2: “What ADVANTAGE, then,
hath the Jew ? Much every
way : chiefly because that unto them
were committed the oracles of God.”
Wednesday.—There has, I find, been
an attempt made to “shew up’ the
tenets of Christadelphianism, and
that by a minister belonging to our
own order in Nottingham. Mr,
Clemance has undertaken to “expose ”
the whole system; but from all I
have been able to gather from Christ-
adelphian literature, these people
have no objection to be * exposed,”
and if the public are ignorant of
their belief, it is not because they
have used no effort to make them
known. I should have supposed they
are better able to tell their own tale
than Mr. Clemance is to tell it for
them. And certainly this pamphlet
of his now bhefore me goes far to
strengthen this supposition. He must
know that he has sent forth a carica-
ture (and bad at that) of that which
he essayed to censure. His estimate of
the prudence and intelligence of hiscon-
gregation is very mean, if he imagines
they will venture to quote from these
pages before anyone who knows what
the Christadelphians really believe.
If he has any aged counsellors about
him he would have done well to have
consulted them before going to
Paternoster Row. They might have
tendered advice which might have
saved fhim from an exposure, more
easily effected than he has found the
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task of dealing in candour and
fairness with the Christadelphians.
As it is, he must have caused his
honest friends, who know their Bibles,
to be greatly exercised with anxiety
on his behalf. I opened his tract in
fervent hope that, after all, I might
be able, as a believer in the Seriptures,
to remain in the ministry of the
denomination whose reputation for
ingenuousness and caution he has so
unnecessarily sullied. Mr. Clemanre
has had no reader more sincerely
anxious than I to have this thing
disproved, if, indeed, disproof 1is
possible. I should have rejoiced if he
had accomplished his work so as to
have earned for himself the gratitude
of all who love and revere the word
of God. Instead of this, his pamphlet
has produced within me a measure of
sympathy with the psalmist, when in
haste he said, “ All men are liars.”
If he was not aware that he was
exposing himself to a charge of
misrepresentation, then, he was not
qualified for his task. If he knew
that he was giving forth to the world
a one-sided and distorted delineation
of the matter in question, then “he
is but miserably adjusted in relation
to truth,” which is a refined way of
saying what David and John would
have expressed in far fewer words.
The Christadelphians must feel them-
selves unhurt Dby this attack, for
while Mr. Clemance has no wish to
become “a direct medium of ad-
vertising Christadelphian works,” I
observe they are courageous enough
to advertise his pamphlet on the cover
of a Vindication (which I must read)
—a circumstance which he must feel
to be very damaging and unpleasant,
unless his mental hide is of the
rhinoceros quality. "When he so
unjustly raised the cry of *Socinian-
ism, Anabaptism, Millenarianism, and
Materialism,” he evidently was for-
getful how easily it might be matched
(and more than matched) from the
other side. What if one of these
dreadful  Christadelphians  should
venture to suggest that Congrega-
tionalism is an odd compound of
Trinitarianism, Pedo-rhantism, Sky-

kingdomism, and Ghostology ! There
are ears in which these things would
sound quite as horrible as the other
four which Mr. Clemance charges upon
the Christadelphians. One comfort,
at least, will remain to me, if I should
join this much abused and slandered
sect—I shall know that I have not
done so in ignorance of what can be
said against it by a minister of my
own denomination, and a bachelor of
arts,

Friday.—Think over discourse for
Sunday on nonconformity to the
world. Topic suggested by the un-
mistakable tendencies in a contrary
direction, which several of our leading
members exhibit. I cannot hope to
be very successful in thus admonish-
ing them, for several reasons. Iirst,
they do not recognise the distinctive
character of those who “mname the
name of Christ,” but share the
popular delusion that the people of
God are not necessarily unlike the
world around them, but that all are
“ miserable sinners” together. 2nd,
they are glad to welcome the world
to their worship, and to make it
contribute to the maintenance of what
they regard as the kingdom of God.
3rd, I have already given great
offence by denouncing worldly
maxims and manners in those vro-
fessing godliness. And further, 1 am
told that if I went out more into the
world, I should acquire healthier views
of Christianity! The latter sung-
gestion I cannot but look upon as
altogether peculiar. In the New
Testament “ the world” appears in a
very different light. Jesus would
never have recommended His disciples
to go to it that they might increase
their power of spiritual discernment,
and learn how to do the will of God.
If devout meditation upon the word of
Jehovah will not produce * healthier
views of Christianity ” I am sure the
discussion of politics over wine and
walnuts won't. There is enormous
difficulty in being faithful to Christ
with a rich congregation. It is as
useless to declare some of his precepts
to them as it would be to insist upon
their allegiance to the Shah of Persia,
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They love the world, and are loved by
the world, so that if the apostle John
is to be accepted as an authority, the
conclusion is inevitable, that with all
their good deeds and liberal senti-
ments, “the love of the Father is not
in them.”—(1 Jno. ii. 15.) I feel sure
they have mistaken the character and
present position of one who would
have been called a saint in apostolic
times. And no wonder, when they

are in complete ignorance of the |

nature and destiny of one who is
addressed by the gospel as ““a sinner
of the Gentiles.” Were they to
regard themselves as candidates for
‘“life and incorruptibility,” as pro-
bationers for an endless existence, to
be conferred by the Lord Jesus on all
those whom he will count worthy
thereof at His appearing, and were
they enabled to perceive that men of
the world are ephemeral in the
duration of their being, and have
their portion in this life only (Psalm
xvii. 14), they would realise the force
of Paul's words—* What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel ?"—(2 Cor.
vi. 14, 15.) But as I despair of ever
inducing them to look at mankind in
this way, so I cannot hope that they
will ever use the appointed means of
procuring that which they believe
they already possess, or seek deliver-
ance from “this present evil world,
according to the will of God.”~—(Gal.
i. 14.) 'That Trust Deed dogma of the
immortality of-the soul, is the root of

all this insubordination to the
precepts of Christ, as well as of all
the theological evil which meets us
in the religious systems of the day.
I cannot imagine a Christadelphian,
for instance, caring in the least for the
things which worldlings delight in,
or joining the poor perishing Gentiles
in “the race of fashion and the
strife for gold.”  B:lieving them-
selves to be called out from the
world, I am quite prepared to find in
them the utmost alienation from all
that is in the world—men, indeed,
who are walking circumspectly, not
as fools but as wise men, If I could but
give this congregation of mine, eyes
to see that God has immortalised no
creature (not even His well-beloved
Son) except after obedience to His
commandments, rendered amid evil
surroundings, and that it is only of
His Sovereign pleasure that any of
Adam’s descendants are allowed to
emerge from the dust and become
partakers of His own nature, and that
but few are chosen to this unspeakable
honour and glory out of the many
that are called, my subject would not
seem so much out of time as I fear it
will to the majority, especially to
those on whose good will I am most
dependent for temporal things, How-
ever, they may remember my words
when the time comes for a personal
encounter with the common enemy,
and the fashion of this world, as far
as they are concerned, begins to pass
away.
(To be continued.)

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.
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DIVINE ORDER.

Tue order of Christ’s offices are as
follows : prophet, priest and king: prophes
during the days of his flesh, priest during

his temporary absence at the Father's
right hand, and king when he returns to
occupy David’s throne. During the latter
administration he will sustain the three-
fold character ot King of the house of
David, Priest after the order of Mel-
chizedek and Prophet like to Moses.

The order of the resarrection .is Christ






