





FOREWORD

It is now 114 years since Brother Thomas put down his penin New York to sleep in
Christ awaiting the resurrection.

The world scene has changed dramatically since that time politically, religiously,
morally and industrially. There are few things that have not been affected by the tide
of time. However! one thing has remained the same and that is the clear teaching of
the Bible as witnessed in the beliefs of the Christadelphians.

These beliefs were the result of fourteen years of intense study by Brother Thomas
beginning at a Presbyterian chapel in New York in 1832 and ending up in baptism
upon a true understanding of the Scriptures in 1847.

This pictorial synopsis is based, in the main, upon the book, “Dr. Thomas: his life
and work” written by Brother Robert Roberts, which provides a more detailed
account of the man’s life.

This book is designed to be a companion volume to “ The life of Robert Roberts”
which was produced in August 1983.

We would thank all brethren and sisters who diligently laboured to assist in the
production of this book, the names of whom are too numerous to list individually.

The book was principally prepared for a ‘Pioneer Evening’ held at the Adelaide
Suburban Young People’s Clarendon Study Weekend, South Australia.
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JOHN THOMAS’ EARLY YEARS AND FAMILY
BACKGROUND

1805 — 1809

John Thomas was born in Hoxton Square, London, on 12th April, 1805.

His father, Rev. John Thomas, was of aristocratic descent; a high spirited, proud, and talented
man, with an active temperament and energetic mind.

His mother Jane White, was a religious and amiable lady.

John Thomas inherited the fire and energy of his father, tempered by the softer qualities of his
mother.

Rev. Thomas was born in 1782, seven years before the French Revolution, an event which left a
considerable impression upon his mind. At six years of age he entered the St. Olave’s School,
Southwark. During this time the school received an Evangelical Curate, casting the parish into
religious turmoil. This also may have helped the Thomas’ eventual departure from the established
ideas of the Church of England.

At the age of 15 he became a member of Mr. Rowland Hill’s church at Surrey Chapel, Blackfriars,
a group under the control of the Church, but rejectingits discipline. During this period he worked as
a clerk for the East India Civil Service.

Deciding to be a minister rather than a clerk, at the age of 19 (1801), Rev. Thomas became a
member of the Hoxton Academy, a university for members of the Church only. Apart from the
academic subjects, lively philosophic discussions took place, proving an excellent training ground
for non-conformist ministers such as Rev. Thomas.

In March 1804, Rev. Thomas became the pastor for the Independent Church meetingin Founder
Hall, Lothburg, London. Two months later he was married to Jane White in St. Mary’s Parish,
Newington, Surrey. She then became a member of the Independent Church. He continuedtobe a
pastor until 1809 when a misunderstanding arose among the deacons.

PREACHING IN HUNTLEY

1810 — 1811
5 — 6 years

Having left the Founder Church the previous
year, Rev. Thomas accepted a “call” to be pastor
for the independents in the small town of Huntley in
Scotland. His intentions were to settle there for
some time, but being a restless and impulsive char-
acter, and finding no real challenge in the country
town, the family moved back to London.




THE 'MISSIONER KIRK”, HUNTLEY in SCOTLAND, WHERE REV. THOMAS
PREACHED FOR A SHORT TIME.

OLD BUILDING NEXT TO THE "MISSIONER
KIRK” SHOWING THE ORIGINAL STONE—
WORK AS WOULD HAVE BEEN SEEN IN THE
EARLY 1800’s.







JOHN THOMAS BEGINS HIS MEDICAL STUDIES

1819 — 1820
14 — 15 years

The Thomas family moved to Chorley in Lancashire after Rev. Thomas accepted a “call” from the
Independent congregation there.

Once again the character of Rev. Thomas was seen. He produced a leaflet protesting against the
Catholic Sunday School children walking in front of the Independents at the Coronation procession
for George IV held at Chorley. He took a politically flavoured religious stance, showing that the
British freedom for Protestantism had been denied. This annoyed the deacons who relied on
Catholic customers for their occupations.

Conscious that he had used no scriptural proofs for his claims, he delivered lectures and pro-
duced pamphlets on the “Seven Sacraments of the Church of Rome”. Out of this he found infant
sprinkling to be erroneous, and this sowed the seed for Rev. Thomas eventually becoming a Baptist.

It was in this place that John Thomas began his medical studies under a private surgeon. As
recommended by one of the deacons, John Thomas became a member of his father’s church. Itis of
interest to note a deacon’s comment regarding him, that he had a “profound ignorance of the whole
subject of theology”.

THE THOMAS’ HOME AT CHORLEY ,LANCASHIRE.
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FURTHER MEDICAL STUDIES

1824-1827
19-22 years

ST THOMAS HOSPITAL (from  about 1871)

The picture shown above depicts St Thomas hospital at some years after John Thomas
completed his medical studies. At around the 1870’s it had undergone extensive alterations and

additions.

The reproduction on the page opposite, is a reduced copy of the diploma issued to Dr. Thomas
after he had qualified in Anatomy and Surgery.
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PRACTISING MEDICINE IN LONDON

1828 — 1831
23 — 26 years

For one year Dr. Thomas was acompanion to a London physician, for whom he wrote a course of
lectures on obstetrics. At the end of the year, he commenced practice as a physician on his own
behalf at Hackney.

During this time he began to write a history of the Hackney Parish, predicated on the fact that
much of the Thomas family had ties with this Parish. The document was never completed, for the
Parish authorities hearing of the research being undertaken, purchased and suppressed the work.

He made frequent contributions to the Medical Journal, the “Lancet”. An article, “The Materiality
of Man, the Immortality of the Soul, and the Vital Principle”, appeared in the journal which illustrates
the state of the Doctor’s mind on the subject of natural immortality at that time. Using his scant
knowledge of 1 Cor. 15, he came up with an “immortal human principle” and the “perishable brute
principle” not much different from religious ideas of the day.

THE PROVIDENTIAL TRIP TO AMERICA
1832
27 years

Rev. Thomas who had now left the Independents for the Baptists, was seized with the American
emigration fever. Dr. Thomas, disliking the priest-ridden state of society in England, decided to spy
out the land for his father, knowing his rash impetuous nature.

ST KATHERINE’S
DOCK, LONDON,
FROM WHERE DR.
THOMAS SAILED
FOR AMERICA.
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With death looking him in the face, and the chances of survival looking grim, Dr. Thomas was
faced for the first time with the uncertainty of not knowing what would become of him. He did
“determine that if ever he got ashore again he would never rest till he found out the truth of the
matter”.

Aided by a change of wind, the ship lifted off, and although severely damaged, after eight weeks at
sea, finally sailed into New York harbour.

On leaving the ship he went to a boarding-house in the city, his father arriving just three days later,
having started three weeks after his son, not waiting for his son’s report.

The Doctor did not forget his resolution to seek for the Truth. He visited a Presbyterian church in
New York but decided it was no use hearing them anymore.

Having letters of introduction to both a Baptist preacher and a professor of Surgery from his
father’s associates in New York, they set off on a tedious journey to Cincinnati. He had been told
that the western people were “very much infected with reformation”, the first allusion to Campbell-
ism that the Doctor had heard.

Dr. Thomas and his father were invited to Major Daniel Gano’s home, the Clerk of the Supreme
Court of the U.S., who embraced Campbellite beliefs. During their conversation the Major
commenced talking about “the ancient gospel and order of things”. Using Acts 2:38 he introduced
the idea of baptism as the means of remission of sins. The Doctor thought the discussion was
stange, but out of respect listened to his argument. The Major gave him a pamphlet on this doctrine,
which he accepted but did not read, lest he become biased.

A few days later Dr. Thomas was again invited to the Major’s home along with Mr. Walter Scott
the primary founder of Campbellism. In the course of the evening’s discussion Mr. Scott introduced
religious topics and especially Daniel’s empires. The Doctor only knew what he had read in Rollin’s
Ancient History, which was about the limit of Mr. Scott’s understanding also.

Mr. Scott then brought up the need for the Doctor’s own baptism. The Doctor saw no reason,
but if Mr. Scott could show that any person had been baptised at a point of belief, he would submit.
Mr. Scott, with much satisfaction, gave the example of the eunuch in Acts 8:27-39. The Doctor had
to admit defeat, though he tried his best to escape, but to no avail.

~ “At 10 O’clock at night, by the light of the moon” Dr. Thomas was immersed in the Miami Canal
“for the remission of sins”. Dr. Thomas now immersed, thought he was in fellowship with all
believers of Christ, but in fact had become a member of the Campbellite Sect.

The Doctor, having resided in Cincinnati for 7 months, found it to be flooded with physicians and
decided to return to the Eastern states.
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1833-1834

April 1833, from Cincinnati to Wellsburg where Dr. Thomas met Alexander Campbell
for the first time.

From there to Philadelphia and marriage to Ellen Hunt.

The first number of the “Apostolic Advocate” was 1ssued and and Dr l'homas and his
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“ANA BAPTISM”
1835
30 years

The publishing of the article “Ana Baptism” provoked discussion which continued through
subsequent numbers of the ‘Advocate’.

Hearing that the Baltimore church did not receive “Old Baptists” without a public confession of
their beliefs, he wrote a letter, which was published in the ‘Advocate’, agreeing with this stand, but
adding that re-immersion was also needed for admission into the Church of Christ.

Letters continued between the Baltimore church and Dr. Thomas; in one he showed the first sign
of disagreement with Campbell. Campbell being informed of the discussions sent a letter to Dr.
Thomas showing his rejection of any need for re-immersion of converts. The Doctor replied quoting
Campbell’s original stand which had been modified so as not to embarrass the Baptists. He ex-
plained the difference between baptism and re-immersion thus, “Immersion is not baptism . . . it
depends on the candidate’s firm assurance that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sins,
and that he rose from the dead, that makes immersion into water real baptism”.

Before the controversy on re-immersion had closed, many doctrines of the Campbellites were
being questioned by the Doctor. Not having arrived at a conclusion, he wrote a letter to his father
in London containing 34 questions hoping that he would with his knowledge of the scriptures supply
the answers. The Doctor also published them under the title of “Information Wanted” in the
Advocate.

LETTERS TO BALTIMORE & 34 QUESTIONS “"INFORMATION WANTED"”
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CONTINUING FEUDS BETWEEN DR. THOMAS AND MR. CAMPBELL
1837
32 years

Contention between Mr. Campbell and Dr. Thomas grew. One incident in the controversy was
partly the result of a discussion between Dr. Thomas and a Presbyterian “divine” named Watt. This
commenced in August on the subject of the immortality of the soul. This account appeared in the
“Virginia & North Carolina Conference Journal” the same month, and was re-published in the
“Harbinger” (edited by Campbell) with severe remarks against Dr. Thomas. In the course of these
remarks, Mr. Campbell disclaimed all fellowship with him if he continued in the doctrines he
advocated, declaring also his separation from all who believed them. Dr. Thomas retorted that this
was a “bill of excommunication” which did not disprove or extinguish these beliefs.

MEETING PLACE AT PAINEVILLE,
WHERE DR. THOMAS LECTURED
AFTER PARTING WITH ALEXANDER
CAMPBELL.

THE PAINEVILLE DISCUSSIONS
1838
33 vears

The alienation between Dr. Thomas and Mr. Campbell became aggravated by the circulation of
anonymous slander against Dr. Thomas. He therefore visited Louisa, Spottsylvania, Essex, King
William, and Hanover to remove these prejudices from many, to gain new friends, recover old ones
and confirm other acquaintances. He was well received in these places.

Mr. Campbell visited Richmond in October and Dr. Thomas was pressed by many to meet him
there. To this he consented, in an attempt to bring about reconciliation. For two hours he listened to
a lecture on “Speculations and Untaught Questions” by Mr. Campbell, after which Dr. Thomas
arranged for a private discussion with him which was held that afternoon for two hours on a railroad
bridge. He attempted to bring about reconciliation but neither party came to a firm agreement.

Later, Mr. Campbell visited Paineville, and they arranged a debate between them. Three
propositions were debated — the mortality of man, the resurrection of the dead and the state of the
dead after their destruction. They discussed the first proposition until the third day, and still not
having come to any agreement on this doctrine, Dr. Thomas agreed not to pursue the subject, so
that reconciliation could be attained. The breach closed for the second time, but later reopened into
an impassable gulf never to be bridged again.
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FARMING AT LONGROVE, ILLINOIS
1840
35 years

After two months of travelling, the party arrived at their destination -— Longrove, 33 miles from
Chicago! The farm was 288 acres, with no house, but three or four empty oat stacks. One of those
was built over and used for the storage of materials and the temporary shelter for Dr. Thomas’
brother (who had come with them), a man servant and a boy. The Doctor, his wife, and daughter
found temporary accommodation in the house of his brother-in-law. Dr. Thomas quickly began
building a house on their farm for the family.
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On another occasion he investigated the beliefs of Rev. W. Miller (founder of the Millerites, now
called the Seventh Day Adventists) and particularly his chronological tables, proving that the world
should be 6,000 years old.

In 1843 upon this assumption Miller stated that Christ would return in March 1844. The Doctor
wrote a letter to the editor of the Western Midnight Cry’ (a leading Millerite paper) showing some
miscalculations in the table. Time proved the Doctor correct and Mr. Miller candidly confessed his
error and regret.

During the Doctor’s stay in Louisville, he was asked to write a leading article for the ‘Louisville
Tribune’ in the editor’s absence.

It was the time of the Presidential election, and riots were prevalent against the hated Romanists.
Seizing upon this, the Doctor chose as his subject, “the nature and tendency of Popery in a
Democratic Republic”. This incited the indignation of the political factiors, one candidate even
accusing the article of causing him the loss of 200 Catholic votes.
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A VISIT TO NEW YORK
1846
41 years

Dr. Thomas was encouraged by a friend to go with him to New York where there was a sympathy
towards the things of the Kingdom of which Dr. Thomas wrote .

The Doctor gave ten lectures on “The Deep Things of God”. The response was better than
anticipated. Many considered the themes of his lectures of little worth and so the Doctor
summarized them in the ‘Herald” into 30 points relating to the nature of man, the kingdom, the
Promises and Christ’s relation to them, and the millennium.

The New York congregation, whose hall Dr. Thomas used for the lecture, wanted to hire him as
their preacher, but he said emphatically, “No...! We object not to receive contributions in aid of the
cause we advocate; but they must be spontaneous, not extorted. We cannot preach for hire.”

DR. THOMAS FINDS THE TRUTH
1847
42 years

In February the Doctor noticed a letter in the "Protestant Unionist” referring to his visit to New
York and stating that many Campbellites had become confused by the ideas put forward in his
lectures which the writer referred to as “husks and useless speculations”.

This communication let to important discoveries by the Doctor, for on examining Rom. 8:24 he
found that Paul said: “We are saved by the Hope”. He realised that when he was first “baptised” he
had not understood the things which he now knew to be true — the things concerning the
Covenants of promise, the Hope of Israel. Convinced now that he had found the Truth and was yet
in his sins, the Doctor arranged for a friend to baptise him. “Thus”, he said, “after a journey of
fourteen years, I had found the truth, which on the oceanI declared I would not rest till I had found”.

Bro. Thomas then issued a ‘Confession, Abjuration and Declaration” in the Herald’, of the beliefs
at which he had arrived.

Consequently, Bro. Thomas proposed a debate with Alexander Campbell on the immortality of
the soul, to be printed in the “Millennial Harbinger” and the "Herald’. He then sent Mr. Campbell a
list of propositions to follow for the debate. Mr. Campbell replied by degrading Bro. Thomas
personally in the “Millennial Harbinger”. Bro. Thomas answered this, warning that the Truth would
become known no matter how he tried to stop it.
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When Elpis Israel was published, many who subscribed to the book were disappointed. They had
become interested in the prophecies in Part III, but refused to accept what was written in Parts [ and
II.

Bro. Thomas attempted to send a copy to the Czar of Russia, but failed. He did however manage
to send a copy to the British Secretary of State and Foreign Affairs, Lord Palmerston, from whose
secretary he received a courteous acknowledgement.

TOURING EUROPE
1850
45 years

The constant output of energy, both mental and physical, that Bro. Thomas had maintained for
nearly two and a half years while in England had a detrimental effect upon his health.

In September, after the publication of Elpis Israel, Bro. Thomas, accompanied by two friends,
headed for Rotterdam, and then travelled through Holland, Prussia, Germany, Belgium and France.
Being unfamiliar with the German language, he once ate horseflesh thinking it was beef!

In his travels Bro. Thomas related much of what he saw to Bible Prophecy, remarking on the final
destruction of the mighty Papal system, which had gripped European culture for many centuries.

Before leaving Britain in October aboard the “Marathon”, he wrote a farewell letter to the “Gospel
Banner” addressed to all those that were interested in his doings. He also wrote a 40 page pamphlet
entitled, “The Wisdom of the Clergy proved to be Folly”, copies of which were sent to the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, members of the Privy Council, and various London papers
and religious magazines.

As a result of the publication of Elpis Israel and the lectures, many groups were established in
Britain, and according to Bro. Thomas, “many who were filled with bitterness against me, are now
among my best and firmest friends.”

By the time he arrived back in Richmond, he was quite unwell. Later he said, “Iwas so prostrated
for six weeks that my life was despaired of by some.”
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REMOVAL TO NEW YORK - AN ORGANISED MEETING
1852-1853
47-48 vears

In the Herald for November 1852, Bro. Thomas announced his intention to move from Richmond
to New York. New York then had a population of about half a million people, providing greater
facilities to carry out the work of the Truth than Richmond that serviced only 30,000 people. He
settled at Mott Haven, a suburban village eight miles from the New York City Hall.

As a result of his arrival, the Chelsea Hall in West 18th Street was hired for three regular Sunday
services. The first was the Memorial Meeting, followed in the afternoon by a public lecture and then
the evening was devoted to free investication of important scriptural questions.

Men with crotchets took advantage of this evening meeting. So it was cecided that Bro. Thomas
should expound Moses and the Prophets.

It was soon found necessary to create some organisation in the meeting. So Bro. Thomas
compiled a constitution, detailing the principles adopted to guide the small congregation.

The new meeting prospered, commericing with eight members and increasing to over fifty by
1855.

"ANATOLIA”
1854
49 years

In the Herald for July, Bro. Thomas announced a new publication - “Anatolia, or Russia
Triumphant and Europe Chained”. The name “Anatolia” signifies “Day-Spring” or “the East” and
was chosen because the pamphlet unravelled the things concerning the “Great Day of God
Almighty” as prophesied in Daniel. Stereotype plates of the American Edition were sent to England
for publication, but arrived at amost unfortunate time. The Crimean War had just commenced, and
the last thing England wanted was a pamphlet to declare Russia’s triumph. The pamphlet aroused
little interest in America, until some years later when its name was changed to; “Exposition of
Daniel”.

Having moved to New York, Bro. Thomas earlier that year decided to make a tour of the South-
West. He first visited Newark in Jersey, where he spoke to “more empty seats than full ones”,
because he did not speak to entertain.

From there he travelled by train to Beltimore, and then on to Kentucky. There he boarded an
overcrowded riverboat, the monotony of the 400 mile journey being broken only by a conversation
with a Presbyterian Minister and a Lutheran, the latter buying ‘Anatolia’ - the first copy seen in the
West.

At Cincinnati, another boat was boarded, which was by comparison, a ‘floating palace’. On this
boat Bro. Thomas travelled a further 150 miles to Louisville.
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CONTINUED PREACHING TOURS

1855-1856
50-51 years .

In May, 1886 he set out for Henderson, Kentucky, a distance of 1080 rniles. The trip by train
normally took between 48-50 hours. However, the locomotive for New York to Henderson
"became exceedingly asthmatical”, and the journey took 78 hours. Once in Henderson, Bro.
Thomas spoke for collectively about 30 hours in various town and county locations. During this
time he strengthened the faith of the believers and baptised an old Campbellite friend.

In June he returned to new York and one month later embarked for Toronto, Canada. There the
St. Lawrence Hall was secured for Sunday afternoons and the Temperance Hall for every night
except Saturday. Despite severe opposition by Baptist and Congregationalist Ministers, his
audiences were quite large. He returned back to New York after a journey of six weeks.

SISTER ELLEN THOMAS SIS. EUSEBIA JANE LASIUS (nee Thomas)

DISCUSSIONS WITH CHRISTIAN JEWS
1857

52 years

Early that year certain Christian Jews commenced meetings which were intended to convince

their fellow Jews. Dr. Thomas was invited to come along, which he did, describing the meetings in
the Herald.

At one of these meetings, Dr. de Lara, a respectable and decorous man, raised the question as to
who really held true Christianity - Roman Catholics, Protestants, Unitarianism or Trinitarianism?
Bro. Thomas answered these questions.
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However, the time for such discussion being limited, Bro. Thomas invited Dr. de Laraand others
to hear him elsewhere. The following Sunday Bro. Thomas expounded the Mosaic and Nazarene
teaching concerning God.

Bro. Thomas’ brush with the Jews of New. York caused him to lock more deeply into the
Scriptural teaching concerning God. It also led to the publication of Phanerosis in 1869, dealingwith
God-Manifestation.

At the request of a few believers in Massachusetts he travelled first to Lawrence where some one
hundred posters advertising the lectures were displayed in the town. A young educated man
attended a lecture and afterward commented that the Doctor had proved his point from scripture,
but as he himself rejected the authority of the Bible, he was not convinced. The man, who previously
had been a Roman Catholic and was now a Sceptic, was tactfully dealt with by Bro. Thomas, to the
effect that his condemnation was based on a limited and prejudiced understanding of the scriptures.

Bro. Thomas visited other areas of Massachusetts and Rhode Island before returning home.

Within twelve days of his return, Bro. Thomas conducted another journey to Kentucky,
Tennessee and Mississippi - a trip of 3,000 miles in three weeks with twenty-six appointments! He
arrived home with a severe headache and stomach disorder, yet despite this, a further tour of
Virginia followed three weeks later, during which he delivered eight addresses of about fours each
over a seven week period.

ON THE MISSISSIPPI 1858
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MORE TOURS IN CANADA AND THE STATES

1858
53 years

Commencing July 9th and lasting for amonth, Bro. Thomas again toured Canada returning home
with a weariness that affected his physique — he had spoken twenty four times!

Not long afterwards he left for Mississippi, Tennessee and Kentucky again, covering nearly 3,000
miles in five weeks.

In the February edition of the Herald, a correspondent asked Bro. Thomas about his work on the
Apocalypse.

Weariness and many interruptions had caused the delays in producing the book which finally
became Eureka in 1861.

VISITS TO KENTUCKY AND VIRGINIA
1859
54 vears

An incident in his tour of Kentucky and Virginia is recorded to reveal a side of Bro. Thomas’
character which may have been overlooked. In the main he was arguing religious subjects with a
penetrating and hard-hitting force, both with friend and foe. Two preachers travelled with him to a
certain place where one left them. The one who remained, invited the Doctor to accompany him,
and although it added some sixty miles to the journey, he agreed to do so. The man who invited him
was much older and infirmed, known to fellow passengers as Father Woodbridge. Bro. Thomas
allowed him to do most of the talking, and bore with him until they parted. It was a kindly act andis
recorded for that reason.

A CALL FROM THE SOUTH
1860
55 vears

Bro. Thomas received a call from the South, but did not reply knowing that fevers were raging in
those areas. After the cry was made a second time, he left in June for Brookhaven, Mississippi. He
spoke in a hall above a billiard salloon to a small group, (including some billiard players!) Afterwards
he travelled through the night to Fayette where he delivered public addresses, and spoke in private
houses, resulting in two baptisms while he was there. The return journey was by steamer up the
Mississippi to Vicksburg, then by train to Henderson where he spoke every night for eight days,
supported by the seventeen local brethren.
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A SECOND VISIT TO BRITAIN

1862
57 vears

The work in America being hampered by the Civil War, the English brethren encouraged him to
visit them. In response to letters from Bro. Roberts and his wife Jane, Bro. Thomas landed at
Liverpool in May to undertake a very arduous tour prepared by Bro. Roberts. He stayed at
Huddersfield with Bro. Roberts, who was only twenty three years old. He found Bro. Thomas “a
charming visitor, quiet, courteous, and well informed”. In addition to Huddersfield, visits were paid
to Halifax, Leeds, Edinburgh, Birmingham, Nottingham, London and a number of other places.

At the end of the tour Dr. Thomas seemed somewhat discouraged with the result, but before he
left he did initiate two important moves in Bro. Robert’s life. As the “Herald” had been ended the
previous year, Bro. Thomas suggested that Robert Roberts should move to Birmingham and begin a
magazine in that place, to strengthen and support the growing Brotherhood. Robert Roberts took
his advice and in 1864 the “Ambassador of the Coming Age” started, and shortly afterwards was
changed to “The Christadelphian” at the suggestion of Bro. Thomas.

Meanwhile, in America the Civil War was raising questions on the duty of believers in regard to
taking up arms. Should they voluntarily join the forces, or disobey the government'’s call to service?

In the September 1861 “Herald”, Bro. Thomas said that “a Christian engaging in, or encouraging
war, whether offensive or defensive, does so in open violation of every precept of Christianity...”
This article sufficed until casualties both in the North and South prompted conscription.

CHRISTIANS AND THE WAR
1863
58 years

In February Bro. Thomas returned to America by the S.S. Idaho. There he resumed his usual
activities, proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, writing occasional letters and articles that
appeared in “The Ambassador”, as well as working upon the third volume of Eureka.

In 1962 the Congress of the Southern States had passed a Conscription Act whereby all men
between the ages of 18 and 50 years became liable for military service. In 1863 a similar Act was
passed in the North conscripting men between 20 and 25 years, however in both cases there were
means of exemption. In the South they had to be ministers of the gospel, while in the North a
payment of three hundred dollars, provision of a substitute or a recognised objection to military
service by a sect would suffice. At that time the Quakers were the only sect who qualified in the latter
stipulation.

Bro. Thomas’ advice was clear and definite. “Citizenship that begins in heaven overrides
everything else in its claims and obligations....” Our advice to brethren was: “Be not enrolled; go to
prison rather.....Fear not their threats”.
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CONSCRIPTION IN THE SOUTH

1865
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During this year Bro. Thomas undertook another journey to Baltimore, Richmond, Petersburg
and some of the outlying districts of Virginia, not so much to preach the gospel, but to encourage the
brethren. He found them “cast down but not destroyed”. They had continued their meetings all
through the war, even though the country was devastated.

The war years and post war years were difficult times for the proclamation of the truth.

With the war being lost in the South, the Commander of the Confederate forces in the District of
Henderson enforced conscription between the ages of 17 and 45 years. This affected ten brethren in
the area. Bro. Thomas drew up documents for the brethren stating that they were all ministers of the
gospel as defined by the Apostle Peter, and were thus exempted under Southern law. Accompanied
by one of the brethren, he made a difficult journey through war torn country to the authorities,
seeking exemption. The Officer, Colonel Napier, was puzzled by the extraordinary church which
had ten ministers, but after close cross-examination of the brother, the certificates were signed and
endorsed with exemption. As Bro. Thomas said, “The certificates were God’s protection to His
ministers in Henderson County, Kentucky”.

EUREKA VOL. 2
1866
61 vears

In the'May 1865 issue of the “Ambassador” the prospectus for Eureka Volume 2 appeared. It was
not until this year however that the volume was published, due to important events recorded
previously.

To the author, the time of issue seemed significant, for the 1,335 days of Daniel were to expire in
1868 according to his calculations, terminating the progress of human affairs that had seen centuries
without direct divine intervention. In this Bro. Thomas proved to be wrong. However this error does
not affect the thrust of his general conclusions.
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DEATH INTERVENES
1871
66 vears

From home he continued to write occasional articles for the “Christadelphian” until his death on
March 5th, 1871.

The course of his illness may be gathered from extracts of Sis. Lasius’ letter conveying the news to
believers in Britain: “His illness lasted eight days; days of excruciating agony, night and day. During
the first day and night he walked the floor incessantly, being unable from excessive pain to lie down
or sit down. The attack was similar to the one he had at Worcester last fall, only more aggravated. . .
We sent for a doctor, but he gave us no hope unless a very unexpected change took place. Soon
afterwards, the fever rising rapidly, father became speechless... Drowsiness came over him,
consciousness gradually diminished, and he sank into a state of coma... Allwe could do then was to
watch and wait and weep, while we looked on the heartrending struggle between life and death.
Most heroically father struggled with the grim monster, only yielding inch by inch as the silent foe
made a sure conquest.... At last at half-an-hour past midnight he quietly sank to rest, without a
struggle at the last, just as quietly as a child. Oh, how peaceful and calm was that venerable
countenance in the embrace of death! Even a shade of his former smile seemed to gleam through the
cloud of sorrow which death had left on his countenance. He looked as though he might have said, ‘1
am satisfied with the result!".”

Bro. Thomas was in the midst of writing an article for “The Christadelphian” entitled, “What is
flesh?”.

THE NEWS RECEIVED IN BRITAIN
This letter written to Sis. Thomas from Birmingham, gives the feeling of the meeting there:

“On Sunday morning (19th) we had a very sad meeting. Brother Roberts intimated at the usual
interval for fraternal announcements, that he had on the previous day received a letter from Sis.
Lasius, announcing her father’s death. He intended to give some particulars, but he could go no
further than the opening sentence. His grief was too fresh to be restrained. He sat down to weep,
and we all wept with him; in audible sobs, the brethren and sisters gave vent to their unfeigned grief.
This painful scene continued for a few moments, when Brother Turner calmly and solemnly invited
us to join with him in prayer. This soothed our broken hearts a little, but the exercise was mingled
with the manifestations of our sorrow. Afterwards, before the breaking of bread, Brother Roberts
spoke at length on the mournful event, and on the as yet unappreciated career of him who now
sleeps. He spoke with great difficulty, but his words were much suited to the state of our minds. |
wish his address could have been taken down for the perusal of those who did not hear it, but the
only brother present who could have used shorthand with the necessary celerity (Brother Meahin),
was too much bowed down and broken with sorrow to perform the mechanical part. Brother
Roberts drew a beautiful parallel between Paul of the first Century and Paul of the nineteenth
Century, as he said Bro. Thomas might truly be called.”
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REFLECTIONS ON THE MAN

The direction of events in the life of Bro. Thomas was nothing but providential, God always
selecting the right man for the work in hand:

“Dr. Thomas was naturally qualified for his great work. His intellect was a fine balance between
perception and reflection, adapting him for accurate observation and reasoning, while a scientific
education increased those powers. On the other hand, his independence and fidelity to conviction,
fitted him to advocate the results of study without compromise.”

“What was wanted was a man to break the clods: to open war against the world; to do the rough
work connected with the nineteenth-century re-sowing of the good seed of the Kingdom. The
Doctor was a remarkable man, and was the instrument of a remarkable work, which required
strongly-marked characteristics for its accomplishment. Yet the qualities that fitted him for the
work in hand made him appear to a disadvantage in other relations, and, undoubtedly, unsuited him
for other kinds of good work.

He was fatherly, kind, domestic, disinterested, and truly humble, but these characteristics,
however, were not seen by his enemies. His mind acted in so high a sphere that he could not stoop in
fellowship with vulgarity or ignorance. His manner was distant and cold to those with whom he could
hold no intercourse; but this latterly more than formerly. He was naturally very frank and confiding,
but had, in the course of his life, been so often and so grievously bitten, that he became very
reserved.

“One of the most important points in the character of Dr. Thomas was his disregard of worldly
position. Had he continued to follow his profession there is little doubt that he would have been a
successful physician. A professor in the city of Richmond, speaking of him said, “What a fool Dr.
Thomas is. If he would only devote himself to his profession he might ride in the best carriage in
Richmond.” Had he acted in that way he would have been respected and praised by all. By his search
for the answer to the question, “What is Truth?” he gave up all prospects of worldly success, and
brought upon himself the opposition, often venomous, of those who had been friends. But to him
truth was everything; where it led, he followed.”



PUBLICATIONS OF JOHN THOMAS

As an indication of Bro. Thomas’ style of writing, in 1834 an American paper the “People’s Friend”
wrote the following words: “Style chaste, reasoning close; takes high ground; treats all human
authority very unceremoniously; appeals directly to the Scriptures, and contends for their
supremacy over all councils and edicts, ancient and modern; shews he has bestowed much
attention upon subjects of which he treats.”

The books “Elpis Israel”, “Eureka”, “Anastasis” and “Phanerosis”, mentioned on his tombstone,
are monumental works on the scriptures. They reveal a mind that has taken the Bible as it teaches,
without support from orthodox standards or popular beliefs.

He was well read in the works of Greek writers such as Plato; and equally well read in the words of
3rd and 4th century Christian writers. He was well acquainted with medieval history and had read
first-hand sources of Reformists of the 16th Century. Bro. Thomas was likewise well versed in the
writings of Milton, Newton, Hobbes, LLocke and other 17th Century authors whose words are found
in many of his magazine articles.

There were times in his life when he found he was not only the editor of the magazines, but also
printer and distributor.

Bro. Thomas had many set backs in the production of his works — he suffered fires and financial
hardship, to name but a few, but he was never thwarted by these circumstances, starting all over
again if need be.

In the next few pages are the front covers of his major works and pamphlets, some of the
pamphlets having come out of his magazines and major works.
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