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The children of the Phillips family gather with their parents for a

daily reading of the Bible — an important part of their lives.
Then they discuss together the remarkable events recorded in

the greatest Book in all the world.



IS fourth volume of our Story of the Bible

continues the dramatic story of the nation of

Israel under the kings of Judah, from the

days of the unfortunate Joash to the eventual down-

fall of the kingdom at the hands of the Babylonians.

It is a sad period of Israel’s history, for it saw the

desolation of the throne of David and the removal of
God’s people from the city of Jerusalem.

The sinfulness of the nation to whom Almighty
God had given such great privileges and who had-
protected them from their enemies, became so great
that He could no longer bear with them. Wickedness
must be forsaken if we are to please the Father, and
this the people of Judah refused to do, even though
many prophets were sent to them with God’s appeal
to repent of their evil.

Nevertheless, a faithful remnant remained: a
small group of men and women who were prepared
to honor the God of David, and to uphold the princi-
ples for which that great man stood. And there were
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some godly kings, who endeavored to stem the tide
of apostasy, and to turn the people back to God.

Finally, in exile — both in Babylon and Persia —
circumstances were governed by the divine hand,
that prepared a nation to return to the Promised
Land, about which we will learn in our next volume.

This section of our story is one of great warning
and of important exhortation. It will help us to under-
stand what God desires of His people, and as we
read of the examples of good and evil we will be
helped in our personal spiritual development.

God's glorious kingdom on earth will soon be re-
established under the Lord Jesus Christ, the king
“‘whose right it is” (Ezek. 21:27). Then the worthy
men and women of past ages will find the answers to
the perplexing and difficult times in which they lived.

We will learn of these people of faith as The Story
of the Bible unfolds this fascinating part of history;
we will see the Ways of Providence stretch out even
to the court of Persia, to develop the divine purpose
in the lives of Esther and Mordecai.

We gratefully acknowledge the work of Bro. Mark Edwards in providing many of the
pen sketch llustrations used in this volume, and the helpful assistance of Bro. John
Ullman. Sis. Rene Adams and others in the proofing and checking of the copy.

— G. E. Mansfield, Editor.
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AVING considered the story of lost

opportunities which the record of the

ouse of Jehu in the northern kingdom of

Israel reveals, we must retrace our steps, and

record what was happening in the southern king-
dom of Judah during that time.

In relating the events when Jehu poured out
Jjudgment upon the wicked House of Ahab, we
described the overthrow of pernicious Queen
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, who had married
into the House of David. On the death of her son
by Jehu, she murdered all the seed royal, or so she
thought, in order that she herself might reign.

But one little baby boy, only a few months old,
had been saved. He was carefully nurtured by
Jehoiada the priest, who protected him from the
evil that was occurring in the kingdom as Queen
Athaliah ruled the people. But when he was seven
years old Jehoiada presented the young boy to the
nation as king, and the wicked Athaliah was
deposed and slain.

The boy-king’s name was Joash. During the life-
time of his menior, Jehoiada, he reigned well. He
had the faithful priest as his counsellor, and under
his guidance, he restored the worship of Yahweh in
its purity, and, repairing the temple which had fall-
en into ruin, he opened it for divine worship.

Certain aspects of these events are typical of the
work of the Lord Jesus, as Mr. Phillips told his
family when they discussed these incidents. We lis-
ten in again as he takes up the discussion with his
family.
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Chapter One

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF JOASH
IN THE DAYS OF JEHOIADA

@ IS is the second time that we have come across the
reign of Joash.” remarked Mr. Phillips. after the family
had read together 2Chronicles. “That is so.,” said Peter.

“We looked at it a few weeks back when we were reading from

2Kings 11 and 12. You told us then that the life of Joash was typical

of the work of the Lord Jesus. and you promised to outline this to us
further.”

“T have since done so.” answered his father. "I have typed it out on
a sheet of paper and prepared a copy for each of you.* If you study
this carefully with the supporting references I have given. you will
see how closely the experiences of Joash are linked with the divine
purpose in Christ Jesus.”

“Can we be sure that these things are typical?” insisted Peter.
“That is shown by Paul’s comment in [Corinthians 10:11." answered
Graecham. “There Paul makes reference to Jewish history. and states
that these matters are recorded as types. having important lessons for
us.

“That is correct.” commented Mr. Phillips. “And in order to grasp
the significance of the events associated with the life of Joash, it is
necessary to recall what took place. Queen Athaliah became widowed
when Jehu slew her husband. In turn she murdered all the seed royal.
One baby was saved from her evil action. He was hidden from sight
in the House of God. and was carefully nurtured by a faithful priest,
Jehoida. In due time the child Joash was revealed again to Israel and
accepted as king. He ruled jointly with Jehoiada the priest. He
repaired the temple. opened it for service, and restored the true wor-
ship in its purity. In all that, he foreshadowed the future work of
Christ. who was carefully protected in his youth. and will ultimately
come to rulership over all Israel.”

Mr. Phillips then handed to each of the family a copy of the paper
he had prepared. “You will have to look up the references I have set
out and carefully consider each one.” he told them.

“We did not complete the full history of Joash when we were dis-
cussing it before.” said Peter, as his father distributed the sheets.

“No. we only dealt with his elevation to power.” said Mr. Phillips.
“This evening we have read what happened afterwards. With the
overthrow of Athaliah and the elevation of the boy-king. Jehoiada set
about establishing the pure worship of Yahweh. He set the priests in

* We have reproduced these notes on page 14.
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their appointed offices; he arranged for porters to guard the gates; he
commanded that ‘none unclean’ in any thing should enter into the
temple (2Chron. 23:19)".

“That is an interesting point,” commented Gracham. “It reminds
me of one of the statements found in Revelation 21:27, that the
‘unclean’ will not be permitted into the New Jerusalem.”

“A very good point, Gracham,” remarked his father. “The state-
ment in Revelation is based upon the law that will be enforced in rela-
tion to the temple to be set up in Jerusalem in the Age to come. The
unclean will not be permitted into that temple either (see Ezekiel
44:9). So here is another detail where the events associated with Joash
typify those connected with Christ.”

“Jehoiada must have been the real ruler,” suggested Ann, “because
Joash could not reign if he was only seven years of age!”

“That is true, and in him we have an excellent lesson of the value
of a good example.”

“How is that?”

“Because he influenced the young king for good. He attended to
his education in a way that fitted him to rule. We read in 2Chronicles
24:2 that ‘Joash did that which was right in the sight of Yahweh all
the days of Jehoiada the priest’.”

“Do you think that the priest was behind all the work of reform
that Joash did?”" asked Ann.

“Yes! That is implied in verse 4, where we read that Joash ‘was
minded’ to repair the temple. The words suggest that his mind was
directed towards this. Though, doubtless, the impetus came from the
king, it would have been induced by the education in spiritual things
that he received from the priest. The temple had fallen into complete
ruin and neglect. The sons of Athaliah had deliberately set about
destroying it (2Chron. 24:7). Every attempt had been made to over-
throw the pure worship. The tithes and dues that the people were
required to pay to maintain the priests and the temple according to the
Law of Moses had been neglected. But now Joash set about restoring
it all. Priests and Levites were sent throughout the land warning the
people to pay their dues. In Jerusalem itself special efforts were made
to collect the normal dues required from the people, and a fund was
established for anyone to contribute further by freewill offerings to
restore the temple.

“But there was still delay. For a long time the priests had been
denied their dues and had become destitute, and they now took advan-
tage of the reformation to take out first what was owing to them.*

* This seems to be the meaning of 2Kings 12:5-8. The priests were held
responsible for gathering the money from certain districts (termed as their
“acquaintance”). The money received represented portion of their stipend, or
pay, and the priests probably felt justified in keeping what was really theirs.
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“This became known to the people, and they became discouraged.
They felt that their freewill offerings were not being properly used.
They saw little work being done (2Kings 12:4-6). Joash reproved the
priests. He called Jehoiada before him, and requested through him
that the priests sacrifice the money due to them in order that there
should be no delay through lack of money in repairing the temple.

“Jehoiada took the matter in hand himself. He arranged for a large
chest to be set up at the altar with provision where worshippers could
place any freewill offerings they cared to make (2Kings 12:9). Later,
for convenience, this was placed outside the gate (2Chron. 24:8), so
that all could contribute. Every day the High Priest, accompanied by
a scribe and Levites, publicly counted the money, in order that the
people might see that the greatest care was being taken of their contri-
butions.

“The confidence of the people being thus restored, they contribut-
ed without reserve. Workmen of integrity were employed. They were
moved with the spirit of the noble labor they had been invited to
share. As the priests had voluntarily sacrificed their stipend, and the
people had willingly given of their substance, so the workmen gave
their hours of time and labour to establish the project. There was no
reckoning of money, for it was recognised that all were sacrificing to
a common end. Thus there was created a united resolve to accomplish
the work of restoring the temple for service. The people worked will-
ingly because their hearts were in it, and they wanted to show their
love for God in loyal service. It was a happy time for the nation.
Great enthusiasm was developed for the true worship. Ample money
flowed in for the work. Labourers of all kinds were employed. They
were urged to the greatest speed in their important duties. And, at last,
the temple was restored, and the full worship established.

“Purity of worship was maintained all the days of Jehoiada. He
lived a long and useful life, dying at the age of 130 years. He must
have been born during the rule of Solomon, and lived through the six
following reigns. As far as we know, no other person had lived so
long since the days of Joshua (Josh. 24:29).”

“It was a sad day for Judah when Jehoiada the priest died,” said
Mr. Phillips, as he continued the story the following evening. “For
many years he had been a tremendous influence for good behind the
throne of David. The people remembered his loving loyalty to young

But on appeal from the king they apparently waived their rights and consent-
ed to receive no more money (v. 8). The payment of dues and tithes had fallen
into disuse during Athaliah’s reign, and when the people saw the priests tak-
ing certain money for their own use whilst they themselves were expected to
contribute more than their dues, they became discouraged. Confidence was
restored by the prompt action of the king, and the ready agreement of the
priests through Jehoiada.
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JOASH AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

The widowed Athaliah. daughter of Jezebel, acted as the
woman of Rev. 2:20-23 and 18:7. She “sat as a queen (not as a
widow), proclaiming that she would see no sorrow™ (2Kings 11:1-
3). She destroyed the seed royal (v. 1), and in this was imitated by
the religious “woman™ (church) of Revelation 18 which has perse-
cuted the true followers of Christ, the seed royal of the future age
(cp. Rev. 18:24: 5:9-10).

Joash was saved from among the dead (2Kings 11:2). and thus
typified the Lord Jesus who was saved out of death. His name
means “Sirength of Yahweh,” a strength that Christ exhibits today
as Joash did in his life. Having been typically taken from the dead,
the young child was hidden in the temple of Yahweh until the sev-
enth year (v. 4), thus, representing the destiny of the Lord who
ascended into the heavenly temple of Yahweh, to be hidden from
the sight of man until the time decreed.

During the absence of Joash. Athaliah drew the people from
the true worship (2Chr. 21:11; 24:7). and during the Lord’s
absence, the children of the antitypical Jezebel have done the same
(cp. Rev. 2:20-23; 17:4-6).

Joash emerged from his hiding place to be proclaimed king; so
also will the Lord Jesus. He ruled with the assistance of Jehoiada
the priest, so that the throne of David was jointly occupied by a
king and a priest: and Christ will reign as king-priest (Zech. 6:13).
During the reign of Joash, the priesthood was revived; it will be so
under the Lord Jesus (Ps. 110). At this time Athaliah was slain and
the false worship overthrown; in like manner the harlot-system of
Revelation I8 will be overthrown at Christ’s return. Joash repaired
the temple and established the true worship throughout the land;
Christ will do likewise. The nation rejoiced and Jerusalem found
peace in the establishment of this joint rule; the same will be true
of Christ’s reign.

Under Jehoiada, the priesthood was raised to an importance it
never afterwards lost. Through his ministrations, the lineage of
David was saved. and the pure worship restored. He was regarded
as the second founder of the priestly order (Jer. 29:26). His name
means “Yahweh hath known,” so that in this story he stands as a fit
type for the priestly aspect of the Lord, whilst Joash represented
his kingly position.

Thus the events associated with the elevation of Joash and his
rule during the lifetime of Jehoiada, typify the work of God in
Christ Jesus.




Joash and the self-sacrificing work he had selflessly done for the
nation. He was like a father and king to them, and they treated him as
such. We read tonight that ‘they buried him in the city of David
among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both toward
God, and toward his house’ (2Chron. 24:16). This is a wonderful tes-
timony for any man. Jehoiada was a man of integrity. He did good
toward God, and in doing so he helped his family. He brought them
up in the fear of Yahweh, and gave them a heritage of spiritual truth
that was beyond all price.

“Most people were very saddened by the passing of such a great
and notable hero. But there were some who were glad; who saw in his
death the opportunity they sought to undermine his work. They had
not dared to oppose him in his lifetime, but now that he was dead,
they became as bold as lions!

“They carefully watched the king. and saw that he was a weak and
vain man. They believed that if they flattered him, he would grant
them their desires. They wanted to undermine the influence of the
priesthood that had increased during the ministry of Jehoiada, for they
were jealous of its growing power which limited their own authority.

“One day, therefore, the king was approached by a deputation of
the princes of his realm. They bowed low before him, and made flat-
tering references to his wisdom and power. This pleased the king, and
he asked what he might do for them.

“They wanted the right to worship according to their conscience.
They wanted him to grant them religious toleration. This seemed rea-
sonable to the king, and he granted them their request.

“Soon pagan idols were again seen throughout Judah and
Jerusalem. Incense to foreign gods arose from before them. And
because the flesh always delights to try something new, people who
had eagerly embraced the true worship in the days of Jehoiada, now
turned to evil forms of religion that led them away from Yahweh and
gratified the flesh.

“How often this has happened down the ages! It teaches us that
we must exercise care lest we too are turned aside to a more liberal
and easy way of life. The history of mankind shows that men suffer
most when they do this: that there is no lasting pleasure in turning
from God. True peace of mind comes only from worshipping Him in
“sincerity and in truth” (John 4:24), with a wholesome and fervent
heart.

“Thus the king soon found that things were going wrong through-
out his kingdom. He possibly blamed it on to natural causes, but the
real reason was the wickedness of the king himself and the princes of
his realm.”

“Wait a moment, please,” interrupted Joan as her father paused.
“Where do we read all that?”
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“You find it in 2Chron. 24:17-18 which we read this evening,”
answered Mr. Phillips. “We read that ‘the princes made obeisance to
the king; the king hearkened to them; they left Yahweh to serve idols.’
That is all we read, but there is tremendous significance in those state-
ments, and we are able to build up a picture of what actually hap-
pened”.

“All this must have divided Israel,” suggested Gracham, “for we
read that Yahweh sent prophets to warn the people and the king (v.
19).”

“Yes, and in that we have an example of the loving mercy of God.
He realised that the course of action pursued by the nation was a fool-
ish one, and would bring great trouble and suffering. He did not desire
that His people should suffer, and as he is a loving heavenly Father,
He sent and warned them of the folly of their ways. He plainly told
them that if they continued as they had commenced, they would suffer
badly. People imagine that suffering is an evidence of God’s indiffer-
ence to their needs, but frequently it is an indication of His concern
for their welfare (cp. Heb. 12:6). Pain is often beneficial, for it warns
us of the presence of disease of which otherwise we would be in igno-
rance, and it forces us to seek a cure. Without that warning we would
probably go on unheeding of the trouble, and that could prove fatal. If
our teeth ache, we go to a dentist to get them treated, but if they do
not ache we are unaware of the poison that might come from them if
they are decayed, and which can undermine our health. For similar
reasons God permitted His people to suffer, knowing that it was for
their good.”

“It is a case of ‘being cruel to be kind’,” remarked Peter.

“Exactly!” answered his father.

Murder of Zechariah: “With the death of Jehoiada, the glory of
One of History’s Joash’s reign faded, and he was led to com-
Greatest Crimes mit one of the greatest crimes of which man

could ever be found guilty,” continued Mr.
Phillips. “Jehoiada’s son, Zechariah, had followed in his father’s foot-
steps. He was a good man, and became saddened and worried with
the state of idolatry that was being set up after the death of his father.
He pleaded with the people and the king to stop this folly. But his
words of reproof were in vain.

“He decided to make a great public appeal to the people, and to
personally testify against the prevailing wickedness. Moved by the
Spirit of God, filled with indignation against the folly of Judah’s
rulers, he called together a gathering of the people. Standing high
above them so that he could be seen by all (2Chronicles 24:20, rv), he
addressed them: ‘Why transgress the commandments of Yahweh?’ he
pleaded. ‘You cannot hope to prosper! You have forsaken Yahweh,
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and in consequence He has forsaken you!”

“Publicly he pointed out that the troubles the nation was suffering
came through the wickedness that stemmed from the rulers them-
selves. His words made the king and the princes furious. They were
filled with a bitter hatred against Zechariah. They forgot the benefits
they had received through the wisdom and guidance of his father. So
angry were they with him that they decided he must die.

“But they realised they had to exercise care”, Mr. Philips pointed
out. “Zechariah was well respected by the people who still remem-
bered his father with affection, and the king did not want a revolution
on his hands. At the same time, they feared that if they did not stop
the outspoken criticism of Zechariah, they would have the people ris-
ing against them. They not only hated him, they also feared him, for
they remembered the determination and wisdom of his father, and
knew that Zechariah also possessed the ability and power to lead the
people against them.

“A conspiracy was formed. Careful preparations were made. Then
one day, as Zechariah was officiating as priest between the temple and
the altar, the conspirators rushed upon him. They cared little about the
sanctity of the place. or that he was the priest doing the work of God.
Mad with hate, they stoned him with stones in the court of the house
of Yahweh, until he died. This awful crime was committed with the
full knowledge of king Joash who remembered not the kindness of his
uncle Jehoiada (Zechariah’s father), nor that the king owed his very
life to that man who had earlier risked the wrath of Athaliah to save
him.

“As the stones thudded against the bruised and battered body of
the poor priest as he lay on the ground, he turned his mind to Yahweh,
and uttered one last prayer: ‘Yahweh look upon this, and require it!’
he prayed. And Yahweh, who looked with anger upon this act of gross
wickedness of the ungrateful king and people, answered the prayer.

“The troubles of Judah mounted. Toward the end of the year, a
small company of Syrians invaded the land. It was met by a large
army of lIsraelites, led by the very princes who had conspired against
Zechariah. They were confident of an easy victory against such a
small company of Syrians. But what a shock awaited them! The army
of Judah was put to rout, and the very princes who had flattered the
king were destroyed in the battle (2Chron. 24:23-24). The Syrians
swept through the land killing, destroying and robbing, until they
came right to the walls of Jerusalem. Despite the smallness of their
company, great success had attended their army, and the king was
filled with fear at their presence outside the walls of his capital. No
defence seemed capable of holding them in check. The only thing left
was to buy them off. The very wealth that the king had been at such
pains to collect to beautify the temple in the days of Jehoiada was
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now stripped for this purpose (2Kings 12:18). With this rich booty in
hand, the small company of Syrians returned to their land.

“But the troubles of Judah still continued. Men cannot oppose
God with impunity. They cannot commit such acts of base ingratitude
as are recorded in this chapter and not suffer in return! The king
found that the people were beginning to detest him. They knew of the
murder of Zechariah; they had seen his powerful army defeated by a
much smaller force; they had suffered keenly through the Syrian inva-
sion, and they blamed all this on the incompetence of the king. Their
hatred against him grew daily, and they had no pity for him in his
troubles.

“The king was now in need of all the pity he could receive, for he
was smitten with a terrible, lingering illness. It could have been a
stroke brought on through worry. In any case, he became bedridden
and unable to attend to his affairs. Conditions in the kingdom went
from bad to worse. The nation was in debt, the people found them-
selves oppressed, the general resentment against the king grew daily.

“It ended in tragedy. The conditions became unbearable, and a
conspiracy was formed by some of his own servants to put an end to
it all. Two foreigners were employed to murder the king. They forced
their way into the palace, and into the bedroom where the sick king
lay, and there they ruthlessly murdered him.

“He died without pity. Men had suffered too much from his folly
to do anything but rejoice in his death. He was buried in the city of
David, but so disastrous had been the latter years of his reign that they
refused to bury him in the sepulchres of the kings.

“Thus Jehoiada the priest was honored as a king, whilst Joash the
king was treated as a commoner. The record of these two men pro-
vides some important lessons. The Lord Jesus used these to point out
to the leaders of Judah in his day the folly of their actions in opposing
his wisdom and works, for they were guilty of imitating the action of
these evil princes of Judah!”

“Where do we read that?” asked Gracham.

“In Matthew 23:35." replied his father. “The Lord Jesus declared:
‘Upon you will come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of
Barachias whom ye slew between the temple and the altar’.”

“That speaks of ‘Zacharias the son of Barachias,” not Zechariah
the son of Jehoiada,” protested Peter.

“I believe that it relates to the same person,” answered his father.
“It was not uncommon for people to have two names in those days. in
which case Barachias would be Jehoiada’s second name. On the other
hand, Barachias could be a variation of Jehoiada.”

“You told us that Jehoiada signifies Yahweh has known. What
does Barachias mean?”
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“It means Blessed of Yahweh, and is therefore similar to Jehoia-
da”.

“Why should the Lord quote this reference above any other?”
asked Peter.

“Because it is appropriate to the circumstances. In the days of
Joash, the leaders were ungrateful for the benefits they had received
from the father of Zechariah, and murdered his son. The same was
true of the leaders in the days of the Lord Jesus. They were ungrateful
for the mercies received from the Father of the Lord, and murdered
His son because he dared point out to them the folly of their ways.
The punishment meted out to the murderers of Zechariah and Jesus
was similar.”

“In what way?”

“The murder of Zechariah was followed by a national disaster
brought about by the invasion of Judah by foreign troops, and a simi-
lar punishment was poured out upon Judah in the days of the Lord
Jesus.”

“The verse you quoted also mentions that the punishment poured
out upon Cain for the murder of Abel was typical of that which would
fall upon the generation which rejected Jesus.” said Peter. “In what
way did that come to pass?”

“The answer to that is found in the fourth chapter of Genesis,”
replied his father. “God avenged Abel by making Cain a ‘fugitive and
a vagabond’ (i.e., a wanderer) in the earth. That also was the punish-
ment meted out to Jewry because of their rejection of the Lord Jesus.
Cain was banished to the Land of Nod (which signifies ‘exile’), and
Jewry went into exile amongst the Gentiles, cast off from God. But
God also protected Cain by warning that He would place a curse upon
any who dared to molest him (Gen. 4:12, 15), and the same is true of
Jewry. God will curse those who curse the Jews, even though they
rejected the Messiah. He does this because of His promise to faithful
Abraham (Ezek. 36:22)".

“I cannot understand how a king like Joash could be so ungrateful
to a good man like Zechariah, and so wicked towards God,” remarked
Ann with a sigh.

“It serves to show how difficult it is for those in the high esteem
of their fellows, or those who have authority over others, to receive
genuine criticism or exhortation,” replied her father. “Joash just sim-
ply could not take it. He forgot the exhortation of the Bible, ‘Faithful
are the wounds of a friend.” He looked upon Zechariah, who was real-
ly his greatest friend, as though he was a bitter enemy. His folly
brought ruin to himself and the nation over which he ruled.”



Chapter Two

AMAZIAH’S IMPERFECT REIGN
IN JUDAH

E death of Joash left the throne of David to his son, a young
man of twenty-five years of age. His name was Amaziah,
which means: Yahweh is strong. The reign of his father had

revealed that Yahweh is indeed strong, and is not to be mocked (Gal.
6:7).

Amaziah probably already had some experience in ruling the
nation for he acted as deputy on his father’s behalf for some two years
during his sickness * (2Kings 14:1). Amaziah realised that strong,
determined measures were required to restore the greatness of Judah.
He also realised that the policy of his father had been a foolish one.
He cleverly determined that he would follow a different course of
action. He encouraged the worship of Yahweh, though he did not put
down the worship of Baal completely. The record in 2Chron. 25:2
says that “he did right in the sight of Yahweh, but not with a perfect
heart.” The word “perfect,” in this place, is from a Hebrew word
shalem which signifies “to be at one” so as to give peace.

Amaziah was not really “at one” with God. He did not give him-
self completely to His worship. He only encouraged it as a matter of
national policy, because he thought he would receive some immediate
benefit by so doing, and not because he loved God with all his heart.
Therefore he did not find the true peace for which he sought.

His life reveals an important lesson we need to learn. Jesus Christ
told his disciples that in him they could find a peace of mind such as
was impossible in the world. He declared: “Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you”
(John 14:27).

Peace of mind comes from giving ourselves completely to doing
the will of God. We find true happiness by so doing, and are delivered
from the troubles and doubts that come from doing otherwise — par-
ticularly when we know His will. Though the world may ridicule us,

* Amaziah commenced his reign in the second year of Joash, king of Israel
(2Kings 14:1) which was the thirty-ninth year of Joash, the father of Amaziah
of Judah (see “thirty-seven years™ in 2Kings 13:10, plus two years in ch.
14:1) but who actually reign for forty years (2Chr. 24:1). Thus there is a dis-
crepancy of about a year or two in the chronology, which would account for
the period of dual monarchy mentioned by Mr. Phillips. David Bible Dictio-
nary has the comment: “*Amaziah, a king of Judah who, about 8048c at the
age of twenty-five years, undertook the conduct of the government in behalf
of his father, Joash, who had become incapacitated by reason of sore disease.
On the murder of his father in 802BC he succeeded to the throne”. — Editor.
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there is One who looks with pleasure upon our actions and who has
said: “They will be Mine, saith Yahweh of hosts, in that day when |
make up My jewels” (Malachi 3:17). We will find a happiness and
contentment of mind doing the will of God that will surprise and
please us. We may even discover the truth concerning that of which
the wise man speaks, when he declared: “When a man’s ways please
Yahweh, He maketh even His enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov.
16:7).

But let us try to serve two masters and we will certainly not have
peace. If we try to serve both the world and Christ, our minds will be
full of doubts; we will find ourselves divided in our allegiance; we
will please neither Christ nor the world; we will find that we are a
nuisance to ourselves and to others; and we will gain a reputation for
being unreliable.

That was the attitude of Amaziah, son of Joash, who had wit-
nessed the folly of his father but had not properly learned the lesson
of his life.

The Early Fervor But at first things seemed to go well. There
of Amaziah had been opposition to his rule, for his father

was hated. But Amaziah quickly seized the
initiative and held power with strong hands. Once the kingdom was
established in his power (2Chron. 25:3), he brought the murderers of
his father to the court of justice and had them executed.

Even here he exercised extreme care, for he realised that there still
existed great resentment against his father throughout the land, and
this could erupt against himself. He extended mercy to the children
of his father’s murderers, because the Law of Moses commanded it.
This pleased the priests who were able to contrast his scruples for the
Law with the indifference of his father. It helped consolidate Amazi-
ah’s position in Judah.

International Success: Established as king, Amaziah determined to
Amaziah Extends extend his influence over the neighbouring
His Power countries, and avenge the disgrace of his

father’s defeat at the hands of a small army.
He gathered together a large army out of Judah, and to make absolute-
ly sure of victory, he hired 100,000 soldiers from Israel for a large
sum of money.

Thus prepared, Amaziah made ready to invade Edom. But he was
opposed by a prophet warning him of the folly of his action. “O king,
let not the army of Israel go with you,” he declared, “for Yahweh is
not with Israel whom you have hired. If you use these hired soldiers,
you will fail, no matter how hard you strive for success. Remember

* That is the sense of 2Chron. 25:7-8.
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that God has power
to help or to cast
down!™ *

Amaziah was
ready to act upon
the advice of the
prophet. but he did
not want to lose the
large sum of money
he had paid his
hired soldiers from
Israel. “What shall
we do for the hun-
dred talents of silver
which I have given
to the army of
Israel”" he asked.

“Yahweh is able
to give thee much
more than this,” was
the wise answer.
How true those
words are! In the
long run. we will 7, 2
never lose by doing A Ninth Century poster depicts Amaziah

the will Of.GOd conquering the Edomites at Petra.
Amaziah then

separated the sol-

diers of Israel from the rest of his army. and told them to return home.
They departed from him in great anger, feeling that they were dis-
credited in the eyes of the men of Judah.

Making careful preparations with the remainder of his troops.
Amaziah marched south against the Edomites. Instead of remaining
in the easily defenced city of Petra which was hewn out of rock and
only accessible through a long narrow ravine which could be easily
defended. the Edomites were drawn out to the Valley of Salt. just
south of the Dead Sea. Here they were defeated. Ten thousand fell in
battle, and ten thousand more were taken captive by Amaziah. He
cruelly led them back to the rock city of Petra, and before the eyes of
their relatives cast them over into the steep, rocky ravine below where

) A a5 % 's.'

* In 2Chron. 25:12. the Hebrew word is rendered “the Rock™; in 2Kings 14:7
it is translated “Selah.” which signifies The Rock. The reference is to the city
of Petra which means “the Rock™. a remarkable city which was carved out of
the pink limestone abounding in the area. The city was impregnable from
attack. as the entrance was restricted to a very small, long corridor formed out
of massive rock structures surrounding the whole area.
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they crashed to their death .*
Amaziah’s Idolatry  This success went to Amaziah’s head. He
became lifted up with pride and forgot what
was due to Yahweh. He imagined that he had gained the victory by
his own power. This led to his undoing. He saw idols in the defeated
city of Petra, and was attracted by the form of worship paid to them.
He forgot that the gods had proved powerless to help the Edomites.
Foolishly he took the idols home. and began to worship them.

Again the prophet sought him out. “Why have you sought after
the gods of the people, which could not deliver their own people out
of your hand?" he sternly asked the king.

But the king was too lifted up in pride now to listen to words of
criticism. “Who made you the king's counsellor?” he sarcastically
asked. “Stop speaking like that or you will be smitten.™

The prophet took the king’s sarcasm up in his own lips: I know
that Yahweh has counselled to destroy you. because you have done
this. and have not hearkened unto my counsel.” he replied. He thus
showed that he was in the counsels of a greater king than Amaziah —
even Yahweh.

International Failure The punishment threatened by the prophet

had already fallen upon the king. The sol-
diers he had employed from Israel. and which were ignominiously
dismissed previously, had returned home in great anger. From
Samaria. the capital of the
northern kingdom, they
organised raids that extended

HaZor

deep into Judah, as far as the Megiddo

important pass of Beth-horon |

(2Chron. 25:13). ‘ /D othar®
When Amaziah had come Samaria ©

home from the war, therefore,
he found Judah seething with
resentment at the action of
these soldiers from the north.
He realised that they had the
support of Joash the king of
Israel, and he called his
advisers together. They
decided on a course of action, :
but in doing so they left Yahweh out of their Conslderatlons and
thereby laid the foundation for failure.

They demanded that the king of Israel should agree to a confer-
ence in order that the damage his soldiers had done should be
avenged. “Come. let us see one another in the face,” was the abrupt
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message sent to king Joash of Israel by Amaziah.

He received a most insolent reply. The king of Israel likened the
king of Judah to a thistle in Lebanon, and himself to a cedar. He
declared that the thistle asked the cedar for its daughter in marriage,
thus treating itself as equal. But a wild beast (Joash’s army) in
Lebanon trod it down and destroyed the thistle.

“You say that you have defeated the Edomites,” continued the
king of Israel to the king of Judah. “Now your heart is lifted up to
boast; abide at home; why should you meddle to your hurt that you
should fall. you and Judah with you!”

This insolent answer angered Amaziah beyond all reason. Furious
with rage he was led into battle, and thus brought upon himself the
judgment that God had threatened. He suffered a terrible and dis-
graceful defeat and was taken captive in the war. He was led in dis-
grace by the king of Israel to the very walls of Jerusalem that his own
people might see him humbled. Then, in the sight of Amaziah, the
Israelites broke down a large portion of the walls of Jerusalem to
show the people of Judah that they had their capital in their power.

Only by robbing the treasures of the temple and palace, and by
giving the king of Israel hostages guaranteeing his good behaviour in
the future were the Israelites bought off, and returned home.

All this happened to Amaziah because he had rejected the way of
God! He reigned for a further fifteen years, but they were years filled
with trouble. He had antagonised the priests when he had turned to
idolatry, and they now organised a conspiracy against him. This con-
spiracy gained in popularity when Amaziah was so easily defeated at
the hands of the Israelites. Amaziah found resentment against his rule
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Amaziah fled to the south-western fortress of Lachish. But the king could not
escape the challenge of his opponents, and it was in this city that he was slain.
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growing daily throughout the land.

Finally it grew so strong that his life became constantly endan-
gered. Jerusalem, the capital, swarmed with his enemies. An attempt
was made on his life, and he fled the city to the refuge of the strong
fortress of Lachish. Even here he received no peace. His pursuers fol-
lowed him; sympathisers within Lachish conspired against him, and
finally he was slain.

His body was conveyed back to Jerusalem on the horses of the
conspirators, and buried in Jerusalem (2Chron. 25:28).

Thus ended a reign that commenced with promise but ended in
disaster. Amaziah was a man who sought Yahweh because he
believed it politic to do so. When he became lifted up in pride, how-
ever, he turned to his own way. He followed idolatry which led to a
train of disasters that brought the nation low before its enemies, and
brought the king himself under the impact of tragedy.

The Chronology “I have just checked the names of the kings
of Chronicles in the gospel record,” said Peter. “In Mat.
and Matthew 1:17, it is recorded that there were 14 genera-

tions from Abraham to David, 14 from David
to the carrying away into Babylon, and 14 from these to the birth of
Christ. But if you check up the list of kings, you will find that
Matthew 1:8 excludes four rulers: Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash and
Amaziah. They have evidently been overlooked, merely to make it
agree with the statement of three 14s in Matthew 1:17.”

“What Peter is saying,” said Mr. Phillips, *“is that the genealogy of
Matthew is artificially arranged to serve the purpose of stating that
there were 14 generations between David and Zedekiah. He is asking:
Does that indicate human authorship, and imply that the Bible is not
reliable?”

“That is the idea,” agreed Peter.

“Surely you don’t think the Bible is wrong, Peter!” said Joan
sharply.

“Of course not, but I want an answer,” he replied.

“The answer will reveal that far from being an artificial arrange-
ment that reflects discredit upon the record, the exclusion of the four
rulers from the line of Christ was done for a very important reason,”
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explained Mr. Phillips. “Matthew is tracing the line of Christ from
David, and these four rulers were excluded for the very good reason
that they were not truly of the house of David.”

“How can you say that?”

“They are accounted in the record as being of Ahab’s house (see
2Chron. 22:2-3). This was brought about through the folly of
Jehoshaphat in joining affinity with the house of Ahab by permitting
his son Jehoram to marry Athaliah. the daughter of Jezebel (2Chron.
18:1). As divine judgment had been pronounced upon the house of
Ahab. this brought the posterity of Jehoram within its scope (1Kings
21:21: 2Kings 10:10).”

] can see how that would be true of Jehoram and Athaliah.” said
Peter, “but why should it include Joash and Amaziah?"

“Look carefully at their reigns. and you will see that they followed
the course of folly typical of the house of Ahab.” answered his father.
“This is true even of Joash. Though he commenced well under the
guidance of Jehoiada. he later proved to be both ungrateful and inhu-
man in murdering Zechariah, the son of his friend. The judgment of
Yahweh was extended to him as it was to all these four rulers. all of
whom died violent deaths. Thus the warning of God was fulfilled”.

“To what warning are you referring?”

“In Deuteronomy 5:9-10 and Exodus 34:7, God warned that His
judgment would be manifest against those who hate Him until the
third and fourth generation. His anger and judgment against the house
of Ahab had been pronounced and extended even to the throne of
David, where the royal seed had been polluted through affinity with
the house of Ahab. Four generations were thus cut off to purify the
seed again in accordance with Deut. 5:10. The exclusion of these
wicked rulers by Matthew. therefore, was not an oversight. but a care-
ful discrimination between the pure line of David and the line pollut-
ed by Ahab.”

“But some of the other kings on David’s throne proved disobedi-
ent without being excluded.” protested Peter.

“That is true,” agreed his father. “But that is not the point at issue.
Here. the kings were not only disobedient. but tainted with a house
that was cursed. and therefore not truly of the pure seed of David. For
that reason they were excluded, and rightly so.”
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Chapter Three

UZZIAH’S GLORIOUS EXPLOITS
AND SAD DECLINE

ZIAH’S reign has been described as the most prosperous
since the time of Solomon excepting that of Jehoshaphat. His
military successes amply compensated for his father’s defeat

at Beth-shemesh (2Kings 14:13), and his careful preparations of
defence made Judah powerful, securing the respect of all the neigh-
bouring nations. The Bible declares: “his name spread far abroad,
even to the entering in of Egypt” (2Chron. 26:8, 15). The record of
his life is contained in 2Kings 15 and 2Chron. 26.

Elevation of Uzziah  The murder of king Amaziah in Lachish left
the throne vacant in Jerusalem. His failures

had angered the nation, and the dissatisfaction that was generally felt

continued after his death. leading to a state of political confusion.

This continued for eleven years, by which time Azariah his son
had reached the age of 16 years. He manifested a manliness and
uprightness which pleased the people. By popular acclaim they made
him king. They were confident that he would rule the nation wisely,
and in many regards their expectations proved correct. Though his
name was really Azariah which means Yahweh is my strength, he is
better known as Uzziah, which signifies Yahweh hath given help (cp.
2Chron. 26:1mg.). We shall see that whereas Yahweh gave him help,
he did not always rely upon Yahweh for his strength.

But at first all went well. He ruled with authority and wisdom. He
sought to serve God in truth, and the nation prospered. His reign
brought a long period of fifty-two years of political stability to Judah
during which time it grew in strength. The firm rule of Uzziah was a
great contrast to the instability and increasing weakness found in the
northern kingdom of [srael.

The king had wise advisers to help him. “He sought God in the
days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God: and
as long as he sought Yahweh. God made him to prosper” (2Chron.
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26:5). The prophets Amos (ch. 1:1), Hosea (ch. 1:1) and Isaiah (ch.
1:1) also lived during his lifetime. From all of these men he could
obtain help if he desired it. He therefore had excellent advisers to
assist him.

International Success Uzziah made every attempt to build up

Judah’s strength. His father had invaded
Edom, and gained a notable victory over this southern enemy of
Judah. Uzziah decided to strengthen his hold in Edom. He sent an
expedition down to Elath, an important trading centre of Edom situat-
ed at the top of the Gulf of Akaba, and fortified it.

He thus became master of the south. Elath was an important ter-
minus for the caravans that used to come from Arabia and Egypt to
the countries of [srael, Syria and further north. It was the centre of the
copper and turquoise industry of the ancient world, and therefore a
place of great importance and wealth. By acquiring this place, Uzziah
became a close neighbour to Egypt, which strengthened him militari-
ly in the eyes of other nations who feared that Egypt would march to
his assistance in time of
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close to Judah to freely wander through and plunder. They particular-
ly frequented the desert between the south of Judah and Egypt. It was
necessary for Uzziah to bring these fierce marauders into subjection
in order that his own southern border might have peace, as well as to
protect the newly fortified city of Elath. Uzziah commenced warfare
against these tribes, and, with God helping him (2Chron. 26:7),
brought them under control.

The surrounding nations viewed the energy and warlike skill of
the youthful king with fear. Such nations as the Ammonites rendered
voluntary tribute to him (2Chron. 26:8), and as his strength grew, his
reputation extended throughout all lands down as far as Egypt itself.

His Wise Uzziah’s successes abroad were accompa-
Domestic Policy nied by a wise policy at home. He had been
carefully educated in divine matters by
Zechariah * and early saw the need of using his position as ruler to
bring the people in worship before Yahweh. He did right in the sight
of God (2Chron. 25:2), even though he did not completely draw the
people from false forms of worship (2Kings 15:4). Whilst the influ-
ence of Zechariah was upon him, he sought Yahweh, and prospered.

Whereas the northern kingdom was falling more and more under
the influence of apostasy, Judah was relatively strong in spiritual mat-
ters. The prophet Hosea declared: “Ephraim compasseth me about
with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit; but Judah yet ruleth with
God, and is faithful with the saints” (ch. 11:12).

Uzziah also saw the need for strengthening the defences of Judah.
Whilst God will help those who put their trust in Him, He also
expects them to use every means at hand, which He has provided, to
help themselves. We need ever to remember that. God will not help
the slothful man or the careless person. If we are wasteful with the
things He provides. we will suffer want, no matter how much we
might claim to be faithful.

Uzziah, therefore, tried to make Judah as strong as possible. He
could see that there was a great contest of strength about to take place
among the nations. Under king Tiglath-pileser, Assyria in the north
was gaining strength, and looked with covetous eyes towards the
countries of Syria, Israel and Judah. Uzziah was by far the strongest
of the ruling monarchs, and apparently the other nations now looked
to him for a lead. Though the Bible does not speak of this, Tiglath-
pileser mentions in one of the records of his many campaigns that he

* Note 2Chron. 26:5. The Revised Version renders “had understanding” as
“gave instruction.” Of this prophet little is known. He appears to have acted as
the king’s counsellor, and so would have educated Uzziah in the ways of Yah-
weh, laying the foundation for his spiritual outlook and material prosperity.
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was opposed by a strong coalition. including Hamath and Syria. under
“Azriyahu of Yaudi™ who was most likely Azariah of Judah.

But to oppose a monarch of such strength was to invite his anger.
and Uzziah made careful preparations in case they should be needed.
He strengthened the defences of Jerusalem by building towers at the
“corner gate,” the “valley gate,” and the “turning of the wall.” He pro-
tected the pasture region towards the southeast and the south. by
building towers (2Chron. 26:10) in which the people could take
refuge in case of a sudden raid. He improved the defences of many
places. and the productivity of the land by cutting cisterns for the stor-
ing of rainwater (2Chron. 26:10, mg.). He organised. equipped and
disciplined the military force of the country on a new plan. It was
similar to the organisation that David had set up when he had estab-
lished the “Six Hundred Men of Valor” to act as the nucleus of his
army. Uzziah had a nucleus of 2.600 men. which officered a standing
army of 307,500 men. These were equipped with the most modern
armor and the finest weapons of war.

He also invented, or collected, a large number of military engines.
Some resembled a Roman ballista which hurled huge stones
against the enemy, and which are said to have cast stones up to 136

A siege-engine with battering-ram used by the
Assyrians is shown in this relief at Nimrud.
These were the kind of weaponry at the time.
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kgs (300 Ib) in weight for nearly a half kilometre. Others correspond-
ed to the Roman Catapults, which shot forth darts and javelins. These
were distributed along the line of the walls of Jerusalem and placed in
commanding positions upon the towers, ready for use in case a siege
of the city was attempted.

Never before had Judah been so completely armed as in the days
of Uzziah; never before had there been such a display of strength and
military might.

In addition to this, God helped him, for he was “marvellously
helped till he was strong™ (2Chron. 26:15). We are not told how God
helped him, but from other references in the Bible, it seems to have
been by earthquake. Both Zechariah (ch. 14:5) and Amos (ch. 1:1)
speak of this. Amos predicted that Yahweh would “roar from Zion,
and utter His voice from Jerusalem” to the dismay of northern king-
doms. In some way God thus defended Judah in time of need, which
assisted in making Uzziah even stronger.

Uzziah’s Weakness:  Uzziah’s time was not all spent in prepara-
An Extensive Love of tion for war. however. He “loved husbandry.”
The Earth! Large royal herds of cattle roamed the graz-

ing lands of Judah: vineyards graced the
slopes of the hilly territory; large companies of husbandmen and vine
dressers were employed by the king. When the record states that “he
loved husbandry,” it refers to something more significant than that he
merely delighted in farming.

The word “husbandry” comes from a Hebrew word meaning
“ground.” Despite his strength, his knowledge of God’s Word, and his
seeking of Yahweh, Uzziah was a man who turned to the ground. His
attitude was earthy as far as the true service of God was concerned.
Whilst the Bible records that he “did that which was right in the sight
of Yahweh, according to all that his father Amaziah did” (2Chron.
26:4), we remember that of Amaziah it states: “he did that which was
right in the sight of Yahweh. but nor with a perfect heart” (2Chron.
25:2). Amaziah had served God because it was politic to do so,
because he thought that by so doing, he would prosper materially and
not because he “loved Yahweh with all his heart.”

Uzziah was similar. “So long as he sought Yahweh, God made
him to prosper” (2Chron. 26:5). These words imply that the situation
arose when Uzziah no longer “sought Yahweh.” He became so power-
ful in his own estimation that he thought he could do without God.

How Pride Caused How often it is that men fail to stand up to
Uzziah to Fall the temptation of prosperity. In times of

adversity and defeat men are often humbled
to seek divine help; they are forced to turn to God. But when material
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possessions increase, they do not see so clearly the need of God: they
begin to trust in “uncertain riches” (1Tim. 6:17); they “fall into temp-
tation and a snare” (v. 9).

It was so with Uzziah. His continuous and extraordinary prosperi-
ty caused him to become puffed up with pride: “His heart was lifted
up to his destruction, and he transgressed against Yahweh his God”
(2Chron. 26:16). He was the supreme monarch in a powerful nation.
The surrounding nations looked upon him with respect, their princes
and rulers with envy.

But despite his power and glory, the king was still subordinate to
the high priest; he was not permitted into the Holy Place of the temple
where even the common priests could go. Whenever the king desired
to worship God it had to be channelled through one of the priests.

This form of worship was designed by Yahweh to keep men hum-
ble before Him. Though king of the holy nation selected and protect-
ed by God, Uzziah was made to realise his low estate before God by
worshipping through one of the descendants of Aaron.

It irritated Uzziah that he should be thus humbled before the peo-
ple. He resolved that he would act as one of the priests, and burn the
incense himself upon the altar in the Holy Place. He determined to do
this, even though the law of God strictly commanded that it should
not be done except by the appointed priests (Exod. 30:9-10; Lev.
10:1-3).

Wantonly and without excuse, he invaded the priestly office.
Intent on self-exaltation, he entered the temple, and advanced towards
the Holy of Holies to offer incense upon the golden altar which stood
directly before the veil that separated the Most Holy Place. His fool-
ish action begotten in pride challenged the very foundation of Mosaic
worship and the authority of the priesthood — of Yahweh Himself!

The king’s attempt to force his way into the temple was seen by
the high priest. Courageously this man gathered about him eighty
ordinary priests, and hastened to the temple to oppose the haughty
and powerful monarch. The high priest’s name was also Azariah, the
original name of the king.

Inside the temple the stern priest opposed the proud monarch. “It
appertaineth not unto you, Uzziah, to burn incense unto Yahweh, but
to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense.”
declared the priest. “Go out of the Sanctuary! You have trespassed;
neither shall it be for your honor from Yahweh!™

The king could hardly believe his ears. It was presumptuous in his
eyes for this priest to talk to him in such a way. Was not he king? Had
not he brought might and glory to Israel? Were not the enemies of
Israel humbled before him? Did he not command one of the most
powerful armies in the world?

Furious with anger, Azariah the king glared at Azariah the priest.
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But the king was no longer known by that name. Whilst the priest was
known as Azariah, or “Yahweh is my strength,” the king’s name had
been changed to Uzziah, or “Yahweh hath given help.” He had
received help from Yahweh, but the king no longer looked to Yahweh
for strength.

He glared at the priest. On the forehead of the priest, shining in
the light of the flickering lampstands, was the band of gold engraven
with the solemn caption: “HOLINESS TO YAHWEH!"” It was a warning
that the things of God must be held in reverence. But it meant nothing
to Uzziah. He continued to march forward determined to offer
incense.

But then he realised something was wrong. He saw the looks of
anger and indignation on the faces of the priests suddenly turn to hor-
ror and dismay. God had intervened. The king had been struck with
the terrible scourge of leprosy, an attack so pronounced as to be
immediately visible to all. “The leprosy even rose up in his forehead
before the priests™ (2Chron. 26:19). The king felt and knew what had
happened, and dared no longer to resist. He acknowledged the power
and judgment of God and yielded. The priests were strengthened in
their opposition to him by what they saw. They had been horrified at
the foolish action of the king, and were not prepared to spare him any
indignity in thrusting him out of the temple. It was important that they
should do so in order that the rest of Israel should be warned that God
would not tolerate such impiety even by the king.

Uzziah hastened from the temple, pursued by the priests. As a
leper he was considered unclean, and as such he was unable to per-
form his kingly duties any more, let alone enter the temple for wor-
ship. The one-time powerful monarch had to abide in a “House of
Separation™ (the “‘several house” of 2Chron. 26:21) for the remainder
of his days, cut off from his people.

In consequence, the regency was conferred on his son Jotham,
who lived in the royal palace and exercised the kingly duties, whilst
his unhappy father endured a living death. How often Uzziah must
have regretted his stupid and wicked action. His sad state was a lesson
to all Israel that they must closely observe the commands of God lest
they also suffer. Thus pride came before a fall; the mighty monarch,
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ruler of the powerful nation was humbled before all the people
because of sin. What could have been a glorious reign ended in mis-
ery and disgrace.

We are not told whether he repented and found forgiveness of his
sin before he died. but it is possible that he did so. for the record in
both books of Kings and Chronicles speaks of him as a good, rather
than a wicked king. If that be so. then God was kind to Uzziah, for the
humiliation that he must have felt will stand him in good stead in the
future age when he stands before the Lord Jesus Christ in judgment.
The leprosy had struck him in the head. because his sin was one of
pride brought about by the thinking of the flesh. The mind conceives
the idea of sin before it is put into etfect. How important it is that we
try to control our thoughts. Paul teaches that we must try “to bring
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ™ (2Cor. 10:5).
If we do so. we can leave the actions to take care of themselves: if we
do not think evil thoughts we will not do evil actions (Mark 7:21).

That was really the lesson of the golden plate that was upon the
forehead of Azariah the priest as he opposed Uzziah (Azariah) the
king. The inscription. “Holiness to Yahweh", was a lesson to all peo-
ple that they must try and bring their thinking into conformity with
God's ways and ideas, and so live in accordance with His precepts.

Uzziah reigned for fifty-two years. and as he was sixteen when he
came to the throne, he lived until he was 68 years old. He was buried
in the royal burial place but, because he was a leper, he was given a
separate sepulchre of his own (2Chron. 26:23).

T T & [ : 4 The tombstone
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king of Jordan.
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Chapter One

THE MINISTRY OF ISAIAH:
PROPHET AND STATESMAN

E age of Uzziah was rich in prophetic revelations. The voic-
es of Amos, Hosea, Micah, [saiah and others were raised in
protest against the abuses that were becoming ever more evi-

dent, or in directing the people of Israel to the glorious vision of the
divine promise. It was the voice of God in the midst of the nation
“testifying against the people, that He might bring them again unto
His law™ (Neh. 9:29), pleading with them, as their heavenly Father,
through the “ministry of the prophets™ that they might be saved.

Greatest of these prophets was Isaiah. He was a statesman as well
as a prophet. According to Jewish tradition, he was the cousin of
Uzziah the king, though there is no mention of this in the Bible. He
was also an historian, for he wrote biographies of the lives of Uzziah
and Hezekiah (2Chron. 26:22; 32:32). As both statesman and prophet
he played a greater part in guiding the nation than any other of the
prophets. In fact, [saiah stands in the Bible as the greatest of the
prophets whose writings are there recorded.

Isaiah warned that the spiritual condition of Judah was not good,
no matter what its political state might be. “The people did yet cor-
ruptly” (2Chron. 27:2) and the high-place worship still continued
(2Kings 15:35). Isaiah depicted the true character of Judah: * the
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint” (Isa. 1:5). The rulers and
people were apathetic to God’s requirements (v. 10). and there was
but a remnant of faithful ones throughout the nation (v. 9). A “form of
godliness without power.” prevailed. Sacrifices were offered; incense
was burnt; new moons and sabbaths were carefully observed; the
appointed feasts were kept: assemblies were called; solemn meetings
were held; hands were spread forth; prayers were uttered (Isa. l:11-
15). But it was a mere show of religion, and, as such, was worthless,
even abominable, in the sight of God. The “princes were evil,” the
judges gave false judgments, the once “faithful city” had “become an
harlot”™ unfaithful to God (vv. 21-23). The men were given completely
to pleasure (ch. 5:11-12); the women vied with each other in the love
of display (ch. 3:18-23); the whole nation was given over to material-
ism, to the pursuit of extreme luxury and worldliness, and even idola-
try (Isa. 2:6, 8). For a time the judgment of Yahweh slumbered, but
Isaiah warned that unless the nation gave itself to a change of heart,
the voice of God would thunder out against Judah in destructive
force.

These words of [saiah were proclaimed towards the end of Uzzi-
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ah’s reign. In fact, the picture of the leprous king, set aside in his
“house of separation,” waiting for death to claim him, provided a
symbolic picture of the nation itself.

This was brought home to Isaiah by a remarkable vision that he
received in the very year king Uzziah died. He saw a revelation of the
glory of Yahweh (see Isaiah 6). He heard seraphim* proclaim the
holiness of Yahweh, and saw the temple become so filled with a cloud
of glory as to drive the priests therefrom.

As he considered this glory in the light of the leprous condition of
the nation, [saiah was filled with fear. He knew that such evils as he
saw on every side were defiling, and that as a member of such a
nation, he could be involved with it in a terrible judgment of destruc-
tion. “Woe is me,” lamented the prophet, “I am undone! I am a man
of unclean lips, and dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
mine eyes have seen the King, Yahweh of Hosts.”

Isaiah meant that as a member of such a disobedient people, he
was unworthy to deliver a message in the name of Yahweh. But in the
vision that he saw, one of the seraphim touched his lips with the fire
off the altar, and by contact with this symbol of sacrifice, he was told:
“Lo, this hath touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken away, and
thy sin is purged!”

He heard a voice saying: “Whom shall [ send and who will go for
us?”

It was a call for a volunteer to dedicate himself to proclaiming the
divine will and purpose unto the nation. Isaiah willingly accepted the
commission. He answered: “Here am I; send me!”

He was told to proclaim Yahweh’s message to the people even
though they would not hearken unto him. He was warned that there
was no hope for the nation, that it would go from bad to worse, that it
would be ultimately driven into dispersion.

But the picture was not entirely without hope. He was also told
that there was a remnant within the nation, a few who would hearken
as true witnesses for God. They are described as “a tenth,” or a tithe
— Yahweh’s portion. Because of them, the nation would not be
entirely destroyed; because of them, Isaiah’s work would not entirely
be without purpose and reward.

So Isaiah commenced his ministry to the people, a ministry that
was to bring him into conflict with both rulers and people, a ministry
that was to foreshadow the work of the Lord Jesus himself. For the
Lord Jesus also volunteered to do his Father’s will, even unto death.

* The word “seraphim” comes from the root “saraph™ signifying to “‘burn” or
“consume.” In this verse the seraphim represent the angels about to adminis-
ter the burning or consuming judgments of Yahweh. In type they depict the
saints of the future age who will “execute the judgments written” (Ps. 149:9)
relating to the age to come.
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He, too. declared: “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God™ (Heb. 10:7).
And he. too, proclaimed the very same message as did the prophet
[saiah (cp. Mat. 13:13-15). His also was a generation that faced
impending judgment because of the degenerate spiritual attitude of
the people (Mat. 23:34-38), even though, like Isaiah, his ministry
would conclude before the city fell to enemy forces.

Little did Isaiah realise the many strange and remarkable adven-
tures that were to befall him when he undertook to do the will of God,
saying: “Here am I; send me!” He was called upon not only to rebuke
Judah but also to proclaim the purpose of Yahweh with other nations.
Sometimes he was instructed to also act out the message he also
spake by word of mouth, and that made him a laughing stock to the
people, as we shall see.

Jotham’s Reign Jotham had become regent when his father,
Brings Growing Uzziah, was stricken with leprosy. The king
Trouble for Judah ruled well, reigning for sixteen years.* He
(2Kings 15:32-38; followed in the right ways of his father,
2Chronicles 27). whilst avoiding the sin of pride of which

Uzziah had been guilty (2Chron. 27:2). He
“prepared his ways before Yahweh his God,” and because he did that
he prospered (v. 6).

But it was not a happy period: the people did not follow his good
example. They “did corruptly” (2Chron. 27:2). Thus the nation was
brought more and more under the discipline of trouble.

Jotham could foresee this trouble. Far in the north, the Assyrian
power was emerging from a period of disaster, and was commencing
to exert its influence on neighbouring nations. A soldier by name of
Pul (2Kings 15:19) grasped power in Assyria. and became known as
Tiglath-pileser (see v. 29). He had extended his influence in the coun-
tries north of Judah, and thus constituted a threat to the kingdom.
Already the kings of Syria and Israel had submitted, and were paying
heavy tribute to the Assyrian. Rezin, king of Syria, tried to organise a
combination of nations to oppose Tiglath-pileser. He approached the
king of Judah with the request that he join the confederacy (2Kgs.
15:37). But Judah refused to do so, incurring the anger and opposition
of Syria and Israel. During the reign of Ahaz this antagonism flared
into open warfare.

Jotham wisely anticipated this coming trouble, and set out to

* In 2Kings 15:30 the 20th year of Jotham is referred to, so there is an appar-
ent contradiction. The most likely explanation, however, is that the Spirit. in
computing the time, passed over the reign of Ahaz on the basis that it was so
evil as not to be worthy of consideration in the Davidic line of kings (cp.
2Chron. 28:22-23). Notice that 2Kings 15:30 does not say that Jotham
reigned for 20 years (see marginal note). but refers to the 20th year from the
reign of Jotham.

38



A SUMMARY OF ISAIAH’S PROPHECY

Historical Background

[saiah’s ministry commenced in the reign of Uzziah (ch.l:1).
probably during the closing years of that period (ch. 6:1). He was
thus a contemporary of Hosea, Amos and Micah (Hos. |:1: Amos
I:1; Micah [:1). His work continued until the reign of Manasseh.
for he wrote a comprehensive history of Hezekiah (2Chron. 32:32)
as well as of Uzziah (2Chron. 26:22). He thus prophesied during
the period of Jotham (16 years). Ahaz (16 years). Hezekiah (29
years). plus the closing years of Uzziah's reign. and the opening
period of Manasseh. This represents a period of at least 63 vears
and was an epoch of gradual spiritual decline in Judah despite the
reformation effected by Hezekiah. The true spiritual condition of
the nation was reflected in the rapidity with which the nation
turned from reform and reverted to idolatry and wickedness of
every kind in the days of Manasseh.

His Ministry

The book that bears his name presents both the “goodness and
severity of God™ (Rom. 11:22) in various expressions of prophetic
utterance. The prophecy contains the following sections:

. A series of addresses directed to the Israelites of both king-
doms: warning. denouncing. accusing them (chs. [-12).

2. A number of prophetic discourses. in which the destiny of
foreign nations is foretold. including the destiny of Babylon.
Philistia. Moab. Syria. Assyria. Ethiopia, Egypt. Arabia, and Tyre
(chs. 13-23).

3. Judgments against the Israelites and their foes. with ample
promises of the final preservation and future prosperity of the Jews
(chs. 24-36).

4. A historical section dealing with the circumstances of Sen-
nacherib’s invasion and Judah’s miraculous deliverance (chs. 36-
39).

5. Prophecies consoling the Jews concerning the coming of
Messiah as the servant of Yahweh. describing the events which are
introductory to it. including liberation from Babylon (chs. 40-49)

6. A description of the coming and work of Messiah — his
person. his doctrines. his death. the widespread influence of the
gospel and the final triumph of his kingdom (chs. 49-66).

Through Isaiah’s prophetic gaze we can look across the dark
and stormy present to the glory yet to be revealed. “when the eves
of them that see shall not be dim. when the ears ot them that hear
shall hearken. when the vile person shall no more be called liberal.
nor the churl said to be bountiful. when Ephraim shall not envy
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Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim... when the light of Zion
shall have arisen, and Gentiles shall be attracted to its glory... when
thine eyes shall behold the king in his beauty, and see the land that
is very far off.”

One Complete Message?

Modern critics of the Bible suggest two authors for the book of
Isaiah; chapters 40 onwards are attributed to another writer of later
date. The fallacy of this is shown by the fact that both sections of
the book are attributed by John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus to
Isaiah. For Isa. 29 see Mat. 15:7-9; for Isa. 42 see Mat. 12:17-18;
for Isa. 40:3 see Mat. 3:3 and 12:17-18; for Isa. 53 see Jn. 12:38;
for Isa. 61 see Mat.3:3 and Lk. 4:17-19; etc. There are more quota-
tions from Isaiah in the New Testament than any other of the Old
Testament prophecies.

improve the defences of the country. He fortified the walls of the
Temple area, and built fortresses * “in the mountains of Judah, and in
the forests™ (2Chron. 27:3-4). Castles and towers were built in the
open country that the approach of the enemy might be observed and
reported.

So Judah had the appearance of strength but the hearts of the peo-
ple were not with their God. Because of that, Isaiah warned that Judah
would experience trouble in spite of all the preparations for war: “The
palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the
forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses. a pas-
ture of flocks™ (Isa. 32:14).

This did not occur in Jotham’s time, however. He conducted sev-
eral wars with success (2Chron. 27:7). He invaded the land of the
Ammonites and prevailed against them so completely that they agreed
to pay heavy tribute. But they only paid it for three years. Towards the
end of Jotham’s reign, Judah suffered from the increasing aggression
of Syria (2Kings 15:37). Ammon took the opportunity of throwing off
the yoke of Judah and claiming its independence. It refused to pay the
tribute any longer.

Jotham died at the early age of 41years. His reign was only a short
one, and with his death the people no longer had the example for
good that he had set them. Ahaz, his son, reigned in his place. He was
to prove the worst king to sit upon the throne of David.

* The word in Hebrew rendered “cities™ in 2Chron. 27:4 signifies a fortified
place, even a mere encampment.

40



Chapter Two

AHAZ:
JUDAH’S MOST EVIL KING

E Phillips family had just completed the reading of 2Chroni-
cles 28, and were ready to briefly discuss together the most
important details of the chapter.

“Ahaz evidently did not take much notice of the example of
Jotham his father,” commented Graecham at the conclusion of the
reading.

“No, he proved to be the worst king to sit upon the throne of
David,” answered Mr. Phillips. “He came to the throne under difficult
circumstances. The nation was far advanced in evil ways (2Chron.
27:2). The kingdom was threatened by Syria and Israel to its north.
Ahaz had not the piety of heart, the courage, or strength of character,
to make a stand against the prevailing corruptions of the people. or to
rely upon Yahweh in trouble. The best course, as far as he could see,
was to secure the support of the people by giving way to what they
wanted, and seeking help from some powerful heathen monarch. He
thus allowed every form of evil and degrading worship to be estab-
lished in the land, and he turned to the Assyrians for help against
Syria and Israel in the north.”

“What does his name mean?” asked Peter, who was taking notes.

“Ahaz signifies The Possessor; it is a short form of the word
Yehoahaz which means Yahweh upholds. Yehoahaz was the king’s
real name, and is used on the stone inscriptions made by the kings of
Assyria, some of which have been found. But in Hebrew records he is
not worthy of his full name, and there he is only referred to as Ahaz.
He was a possessor rather than the one Yahweh upheld.”

“According to verses 2 to 4, he certainly introduced a lot of idola-
try,” remarked Ann.

“Yes, he filled the land with it. On all sides were seen shrines to
pagan gods, together with their images. It seemed to be a hobby with
the king to collect together idols for as many different forms of wor-
ship as possible.”

“What makes you say that?” asked Joan.

“Because of what we read in 2Kings 16:10 where is recorded a
joint account of his life. It appears that when he visited Syria, he saw
there yet another pagan altar, such as he had not seen previously. This
intrigued him. He made a pattern of it and took it back to Judah where
he set up a similar altar and worshipped before it!™

“What does it mean when it says. ‘he burnt his children in the fire’
(2Chron. 28:3)?" asked Ann.
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"It means that.he set The Gehenna Valley, otherwise called
up what was the vilest of |. .. _ the valley of Hinnom .
all the ancient pagan (* s \.a‘ﬂ"'#
forms of worship,” | BB s ¥
answered her father.
“Down in the valley of
Hinnom. just outside
Jerusalem. Ahaz set up the
evil idol of Molech. This
was the god worshipped
by the Ammonites. It was
a great metal god. with §
arms outstretched. Fires
heated these arms until
they were red hot. and children were placed upon them to be con-
sumed as a sacrifice. Drums were played as this terrible worship was
conducted to drown the screams of the dying children. It was the most
vile and awful form of worship imaginable. and was totally con-
demned by Yahweh (Jer. 7:31; Lev. 19:4).”

“What an inhuman sort of a father!” remarked Joan indignantly.

“Ahaz was a weak and cowardly king, and brought great trouble
to the nation,” said Mr. Phillips. “The worship of pagan gods daily
increased. Their shrines were found in the valleys, on the hills, and
under every flourishing tree. These trees gained a sacred character,
for as the breeze rustled the leaves, it seemed to the superstitious wor-
shippers as though they were actually speaking (cp. Isa. 1:29).”

Judah Invaded by “Men cannot act wickedly as Ahaz did and
Syria and Israel not be punished.” said Mr. Phillips as he con-

tinued the story. “Ahaz found that there was
no help from these pagan gods. Having deserted Yahweh. he had cut
himself off from help in that direction. His troubles mounted. The
Syrians invaded the land. and Ahaz suffered defeat. Rezin. the king of
Syria. took a great number of captives and removed them to Damas-
cus. The invasion by Syria was followed by one on the part of Israel.
Pekah. the king of Israel, invaded the land at the head of a large army.
and Judah suffered a crushing defeat. Not only were a large number
taken captive, but 120,000 (a third of the army: c¢p. 2Chr. 26:13; 28:6)
were slain. They were slain. not because the warriors of Judah were
inferior to those of Israel, but because, as we read in v. 6 tonight,
‘they had forsaken Yahweh.” Those words in your Bible are worth
underlining, in order that the real cause of Judah's failure may always
be impressed on you when you read this chapter. And if you place in
the margin of your Bible another reference by way of contrast —
Joshua 1:7-8 — you will have at hand a verse that teaches how victo-
ries may be wou!
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“The defeat was personally disastrous for Ahaz. Not only was he
disgraced before the people. but also his son, the governor of his
house, and his chief adviser were slain in the battle.

“And now we come to a part of the story that takes us to a ditfer-
ent section of the Bible,” continued Mr. Phillips. “As I have told you
before, we must always bring together the various accounts of inci-
dents recorded in Scripture. As far as the life of Ahaz is concerned,
that means we must consider the record in Chronicles, the record in
Kings. and the records dealing with the king in the writings of Isaiah
the prophet.”

SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS DURING THE REIGN OF AHAZ

Every form of apostate worship was permitted (2Chron. 28:4);
soothsayers and wizards were encouraged and consulted (Isa. 2:6,
8). Altars were erected on the rooftops of houses (Jer. 19:13), prob-
ably in imitation of the king who caused to be erected on the roof
of the temple small altars apparently for the worship of the heaven-
ly bodies of the Zodiac (2Kings 23:5, 12) and who seemed to com-
bine an interest in astrology with astronomy (Isa. 38:8). At the
entrance to the court of the temple were kept chariots dedicated to
the sun, with their sacred white horses as in Assyria (2Kings
23:11), and idolatrous priests were employed to serve this false
worship (v. 5). The temple worship gradually fell into contempt.
Its wealth was spoiled to grace the idolatrous systems established
(ch. 16:17-18), and its ordinances became neglected (2Chron.
28:24:29:3,7, 16-17). The vile worship of Molech was set up, not
only on Olivet but in the valley of Hinnom (2Kings 16:3). There
the brazen god of Ammon was erected. and the dreadful human
sacrifice encouraged, the king himself offering upon the abom-
inable altar (2Chron. 28:3).

But the culminating folly of his disastrous religious policy was
the erection of the Altar of Damascus in the precincts of the tem-
ple. and the royal encouragement to the people to worship the gods
of the very nations which smote him (2Chron. 28:23). This foolish
religious policy of Ahaz sealed the doom of Judah. Even the
reforms of Hezekiah and Josiah were unable to redeem the nation
completely from the degrading services thus established, so that
after the death of these two kings, the nation rapidly reverted to its
former folly and was ultimately driven from the land. Not until the
future age, when the glorious temple to be erected by the Lord
Jesus is established, and the nation is finally purified under his rule
and discipline, will this folly be completely purged. It will be
recalled by Yahweh in that day, to be finally hidden forever under
the covering provided by the Lord Jesus himself. See the state-
ments of Ezekiel 43:7-10.
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Isaiah and Ahaz “Isaiah was watching with dismay the grow-

ing paganism and increasing wickedness of
the times. He knew why Syria and Israel had invaded Judah. They
wanted Ahaz to join with them in a union against the king of Assyria.
Ahaz refused to do so however. His refusal was not based upon trust
in Yahweh, but because he was already intriguing with Assyria. Now
he turned to Assyria more completely than ever. Though the invasion
by Syria and Israel had been partially successful as far as they were
concerned, and Judah had suffered a terrible defeat, Jerusalem itself
had not been taken. The city had withstood the shock of assault. Syria
and Israel now feared that Judah might join with Assyria against
them. They decided upon a joint invasion of the land, with the object
of overthrowing Ahaz, and placing on the throne of David a nominee
of their own, who is known by the title of ‘the son of Tabeal.” which
signifies “Good for Nothing,” and who they were sure would do as
they desired.”

“Where do we learn all that?" asked Peter.

“In Isaiah 7:6,” replied his father.

“I thought we were discussing 2Chronicles 28!” murmured Peter.

“We are,” replied Mr. Phillips, “but as I told you. to get the full
background of this chapter, we must consider Isaiah chapters 7 and 8
as well, for they deal with the same incidents. There we learn (Isa.
7:1) that though Judah was soundly defeated by Syria and Israel,
Jerusalem itself had escaped their hands. Now Ahaz learned that both
nations had joined forces to invade the land.

“Fear filled the heart of the king; it was a fear that swept through
the whole of Judah as news of the impending invasion became
known. Throughout the nation there were many families who were
mourning the loss of men killed in battle, or taken into captivity dur-
ing the recent invasions. They feared the effect of any further warfare.

“The faithless Ahaz realised he must gain help somewhere! He
had turned his back on Yahweh, and had no faith in Him to seek
repentance.

“One course lay open to him. He sent messengers to Assyria with
a rich present, pleading help against his two northern enemies. And
the mighty and brutal Tiglath-pileser agreed to assist him.

“But Ahaz feared that Syria might attack before Assyria could
come to the aid of Judah. He decided to strengthen the fortifications
of Jerusalem. Accompanied by his counsellors, he went to a point just
outside the walls of the city where some of the waters flowed. If the
city were besieged these waters could help the enemies of Judah.
Ahaz was probably planning to stop these waters. so that they would
not help the enemy.

“As he stood with his counsellors discussing the matter, he was
approached by Isaiah the prophet, who was accompanied by his son
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Shear-jashub. They had been sent out by Yahweh to meet the king.
Their names are significant. Isaiah means Yahweh will save; Shear-
jashub means, The remnant will return. Jointly their names signify:
Yahweh will save and the remnant will return.”

“What would those names mean to the king?"" asked Gracham, as
his father paused.

“They were an assurance that I[srael can never be completely
destroyed, for a remnant will remain to be saved. Later, in a prophecy
delivered at the same time, lsaiah made a play on the name Shear-
jashub saying: ‘The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob,
unto the mighty God’ (Isa. 10:21).”

“I still can’t see what the prophet meant,” said Joan.

“He was showing that Israel can never be completely destroyed. It
matters not how fierce the persecutions heaped upon this people by
Gentile nations, there will always remain Jewish people, and ultimate-
ly they will be regathered to their God. We are living at that epoch.
Today, the Jews are returning to their land again after nearly 2,000
years of trouble. This is the beginning of the fulfilment of these words
of Isaiah, and shows that we are living at the time of Christ’s return.”

“Why does God do all that for the Jewish people if they were so
disobedient?” asked Joan.

“We have an answer to that in Ezekiel 36:22," replied Mr. Phillips.
“There God declares to the Jewish people: ‘I do not this for your
sakes, O house of Israel, but for Mine holy Name’s sake, which ye
have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went’.”

“What does that mean?”

“God made a promise to Abraham that He would make of Israel a
‘great nation’ (Gen. 12:2). Because of that promise, He has preserved
the Jewish people, has caused some of them to be restored to their
land, and will yet make of them a great nation.”

“How will He do that?”

“He tells us that in Ezekiel 37:21-22. There are three stages. First
he restores the people to the land (v. 21); then He restores their nation
(v. 22); finally He will restore their king, for we read, ‘one king shall
be king to them all.” That king will be the Lord Jesus.”

“And you say that was what lsaiah was teaching Ahaz when he
appeared with his son Shear-jashub just outside Jerusalem?” asked
Graeham.

“That was the real meaning of his action as Isaiah himself shows
by these comments he made, which I have quoted. There was, howev-
er, a primary fulfilment which stands as a type of God's ultimate
intentions.”

“What makes you say that?”

“Because there was actually a remnant that did return in the days
of Ahaz, although God’s words mainly apply to the time of Christ’s
return’.
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“Here we go again™, said Peter in a resigned voice. “Instead of
Dad coming straight out with his explanation, we must go around in
circles in some mysterious manner.”

“I want you to learn to think upon these things, Peter!” replied his
father. *“That is more difficult than merely accepting them. By think-
ing upon them you will learn how to solve any problem that may
come up in the Scriptures at any time.”

“You forget, Dad. that a person must have something to think
with, before you can teach them to think,” said Ann, with a chuckle,
grinning at her brother.

“Can we get back to what we were talking about?” interrupted
Graecham. “You were saying that there was a remnant of Jews who
returned in the days of Ahaz and this was typical ot the purpose of
Yahweh to ultimately save the nation.”

“Yes.” replied his father. “Bear in mind the circumstances when
Isaiah and Shear-jashub his son, met Ahaz and his counsellors as they
were arranging for the defence of the city. Already Judah had been
invaded by Syria and Israel, and had suffered a crushing defeat,
though Jerusalem had not been overthrown. Large numbers of Jews
had been taken into captivity. But the meaning of the names Isaiah
and Shear-jashub taught that Salvation is of Yahweh and the Remnant
shall return. Shortly afterwards the remnant did return.”

“How do you mean?”

“We have already read about it in the chapter of Chronicles we are
considering. When this is linked with this section of Isaiah, the signif-
icance of the action of the prophet is apparent. The children of Israel
had taken captive out of Judah some 200.000 women and children,
and had driven them back to Samaria with them. What a load of mis-
ery was in that company of people! Many of them had fathers, or hus-
bands, or sons, or brothers, slain in the recent war. They had been
uprooted from their homes and carted into a foreign land by unsympa-
thetic people. They were without hope. And why? Verse 6 of 2Chron.
28 declares: ‘Because they had forsaken Yahweh!” True happiness,
true peace of mind, comes from following the things of God.”

The Prophet Oded “But in their case, the mercy of Yahweh was
Rebukes Israel to be revealed, and the significance of the
For The Oppression  joint names of Isaiah and Shear-jashub
Of Their Brethren shown. There was a prophet of Yahweh in

Samaria whose name was Oded. He went out
to meet the victorious army of Israelites as they came bearing with
them the captives from Judah. He commanded them to stop. and
warned them that they were acting in a foolish manner; that if they
continued in the course they were pursuing they would reap the pun-
ishment of Yahweh. He declared: ‘Consider! Because Yahweh was
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wroth with Judah. He has delivered them into your hand, and you
have slain them in a terrible rage. But now you purpose to bring into
bondage these captives. Remember that you have sinned against Yah-
weh yourselves. and you might reap greater punishment by following
this course. Set these captives free!’

“The soldiers were not at all ready to follow the advice of Oded.
They wanted to ignore the rebuke of the prophet and take the captives
for slaves. But there were leaders in Samaria who recognised the wis-
dom of his advice. They knew that God would be displeased at such a
conduct against those who were virtually their brethren; that their
action was really inciting the anger of Yahweh against them (see, for
example. Ezekiel 25:12-13).

“They stood up against those who had come back from the war,
and publicly denounced them. *You shall not bring the captives into
this city!” they declared. ‘We have offended sufficiently against Yah-
weh already, and do you want to add to our sins and wickedness! You
know that we have already experienced wrath against Israel.’

“The people knew that these words were true. Already the nation
had been invaded by the Assyrians (2Kings 15:29), and this was
recognised as judgment against their sins. People had gathered togeth-
er to see the returning army, and they heard the words of Oded and
these leaders of Samaria. A murmur went through the crowd, that the
captives should be sent home. The army found that the people were
beginning to become hostile towards it. The despondent, pathetic
appearance of the captives themselves, doubtless excited the sympa-
thy of many in Israel who recognised that they were really their kins-
folk. Instead of ill-treating them they decided to help them. The work
was given into the hands of the leaders who had already voiced their
protest against the army. As a result, the captives were treated sympa-
thetically: they were given back their clothes. they were fed and cared
for, and conducted back with kindness to Jericho. so that they might
return to their families. Thus the ‘remnant returned’ in the days of
Ahaz, a great sign that the remnant will return in the last days to
restore the greatness of [srael in the times when Messiah shall reign.”

“Before you go on, Dad,” said Peter slowly, as he tried to take in
the mass of detail his father had put before them, “‘there are one or
two questions [ would like to ask.”

“Very well! Go on!™

“First of all, who was Oded?”

“We know nothing more than is recorded in 2Chronicles 28:9. His
name means Helping, and he was certainly of help at this time.”

“Names in the Bible always seem to have some significance,”
continued Peter. “Is there any special significance in the names of the
leaders of Israel who protested against the army on its return from the
war? They are all recorded in verse 12."
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“I believe there is a significance in these names, especially as we
read in verse 15, that they were men who were especially ‘expressed
by name.” Their names with their meanings are as follows: Azariah:
Yah is Keeper; Johanan: Yah is Gracious; Berechiah: Yah is Blessing;
Meshillemoth: Recompenses; Jehizkiah: Yah is Strong; Shallum: Rec-
ompenses;, Amasa: Burden Bearer: Hadlai: Weak. These names set in
order, form the following sentence: Yah is a Preserver, He is gracious,
He blesses and recompenses, for He is strong to repay. He is a bur-
den-bearer to the weak. These very names, therefore, seem to tell the
story of God's purpose.”

Ahaz Rejects “I would like to ask a question or two about
the Sign of Christ Isaiah 7,” said Graeham. I think I can

understand your statement concerning the
prophet and his son, and the meaning of that sign to Israel, but what is
the rest of the chapter about?”

“A very dramatic picture is presented to us there,” said Mr.
Phillips. “As the king with his counsellors came to this place just out-
side Jerusalem and were met by the prophet, they heard words that
should have encouraged them. Ahaz was told to ‘take heed and be
quiet’ (Isa. 7:4), meaning that he should comfort himself in the signif-
icance of the sign of the prophet and his son, for it showed that Yah-
weh was with Judah if the king and people would but turn to Him.
The prophet told the king not to fear the confederacy that had been
formed between Syria and Israel and which was even then preparing
to invade the land, for it would not prosper. The intention of the
invading kings was to overthrow the throne of David, and to place a
commoner on the throne, but God’s promise to David made that
impossible. The line of David must be preserved until the Messiah,
whom Isaiah called /mmanuel, would appear. Therefore, declared the
prophet: ‘Fear not the fierce anger of Rezin of Syria and Pekah of
Israel; they are but the two tails of smoking firebrands soon to be put
out. It is against the purpose of Yahweh for them to place on the
throne in Jerusalem a king other than a son of David, and therefore
their schemes are not to be feared. Within 65 years Ephraim shall be
broken, that it be not a people!’*

“These would be words of comfort to a man of faith, but Ahaz
was not a man of faith. He had no confidence in the purpose of Yah-
weh, no faith that the conspiracy of Israel and Syria against the house
of David would not succeed. Isaiah’s appeal to him was to trust God,
but Ahaz had already sent an appeal for help to the king of Assyria.

“Isaiah pressed the king further: ‘Ask for yourself a sign of Yah-
weh your God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above!” (Isa.
7:11).

* Mr. Phillips® words are a paraphrase of those contained in lsaiah 7:4-9,
expressing their meaning.
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“This was a gracious and powerful statement. The prophet gave
the king choice of any miracle he liked to ask. To a man of faith this
would have been a wonderful offer. But the confidence of Ahaz was
pinned upon the help he hoped to receive from Assyria.

“The invitation of the prophet was embarrassing to the king. He
was surrounded by many of his counsellors, some of whom doubtless
still retained faith in Yahweh. For the king to openly reject the invita-
tion of the prophet would have placed him in a bad position with his
counsellors; to accept the invitation and demand a sign would
undoubtedly be followed, as the king realised, by the demand that he
place his trust in Yahweh and not in the king of Assyria. This he was
not prepared to do. Instead, the king tried to avoid any such commit-
ment. He refused to accept the invitation on the authority of the Law
of Moses. He declared: ‘I will not ask, neither will I tempt Yahweh!”

“Isaiah realised he could get nowhere with the faithless king. ‘Is it
a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God
also?’ he asked angrily. ‘Therefore Yahweh himself shall give you a
sign: Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child shall know
to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest
shall be forsaken of both her kings. And the very king whom you
have chosen to help you, will be used by Yahweh to punish you’ (Isa.
7:14-17, paraphrased).

“Thus the prophet warned the king that the Assyrian whom Ahaz
had hired (cp. Isa. 7:20) would be used by God to punish him. Syria
and Israel would, indeed, be overthrown by Assyria, but Judah also
would be invaded.

“The prophet declared that, because the northern kingdom of
Israel opposed the covenant of David by trying to place on the throne
of Jerusalem a king other than a son of David, that nation would be
utterly destroyed within 65 years. Because the sign of Immanuel had
been rejected by Ahaz, the mighty Assyrian power would be allowed
to sweep down through Syria and Israel to Judah itself, so that the
wicked nation would be severely punished. This latter part of the
prophecy would, indeed, be fulfilled within a very short time, before a
certain baby which was yet to be born would learn to say, ‘My father’
(Isa. 8:4).”
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The Remarkable “] am afraid that 1 find this a little hard to

Sign Of follow,” complained Ann, as her father
Mabher-shalal- paused in his description of the sign given to
hash-baz king Ahaz. “Does not Immanuel refer to

Jesus Christ?”

“That is true; his name is Immanuel, and Matthew 1:23 shows
how the prophecy was fulfilled in him.”

“What does it mean by ‘butter and honey shall he eat™?”

“Butter is a form of milk, and milk and honey are often used in the
Bible to symbolise God's teaching. See Psalm 119:103; 55:21;
Proverbs 24:13-14 and Isaiah 55:1-2.”

“I see!” said Ann, eagerly. “Through the knowledge and instruc-
tion that Jesus obtained from God, he would find strength to over-
come evil ways.”

“That is correct,” answered her father. “He was born of a virgin,
for God was his Father, and by that means Jesus inherited qualities
that he was able to make strong by the instruction of the Word of God
guided by the Spirit which he had without measure. Isaiah speaks of
this in ch. 11:2-3. He declares that ‘the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of Yahweh,’ caused the Lord to be ‘of quick understand-
ing,” with the result that ‘he loved righteousness and hated iniquity,’
as we read in Hebrews 1:9.”

“So far so good,” said Peter, “but in verse 16 the explanation
breaks down. There Isaiah declares that the land would be forsaken of
both its kings before the child ‘*knows to refuse the evil and choose
the good’.”

“That is quite correct,” argued Graeham. “The punishment came
on Syria, Israel and Judah long before the birth of the Lord Jesus™.

“But the reference implies that the child shall be born, though not
able to choose between good and evil before the threatened judgments
came,” insisted Peter. “That is not appropriate seeing that the Lord
was not born until 700 years after these kings were punished!”

“l don’t agree with you,” replied his father. “You are only imply-
ing this; the verse is quite correct. There was another son promised
who was born before the threatened judgment came. The king reject-
ed the sign of Immanuel, so there was given unto him another sign,
the sign of Maher-shalal-hash-baz. This was the son of the prophet,
referred to in Isaiah 8. His name means: He shall hasten to the spoil,
he shall make speed to the prey (Isa. 8:1, margin). The sign of
Immanuel would have brought peace to the nation, but the people
having rejected it, the Assyrian would be sent hastening to the spoil of
Judah, speeding to the prey. As you can see from verse 18 these sons
of Isaiah were signs to Israel.”

“Who was Maher-shalal-hash-baz?"" asked Joan.
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“He was another son born to Isaiah,” explained her father. “When
Isaiah knew that he was to have another son, he took witnesses to
record the time he was to be born, and then told them that ‘before the
child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, judgments would have
fallen on Syria, on Israel, and would sweep down on Judah’. It would
all be fulfilled within a few months after the birth of the little boy.”

“That proves my point,” exclaimed Peter, triumphantly. “These
are similar words to those spoken of Immanuel, therefore the birth of
Immanuel should have been before the judgments on Israel and
Judah!”

“There is a very important reason why that is not so,” answered
Mr. Phillips.

“What is the reason?”

“Because Judah was specifically told that Maher-shalal-hash-baz
would be born at that time, but they were not told that Immanuel was
then to be born. Therefore it is true that judgments fell on Judah
before Immanuel knew to choose between the good and the evil (that
is, before his birth 700 years afterwards), and it is also true that they
fell shortly after the birth of Maher-shalal-hash-baz.”

“Why do you say this was clearly shown to Judah?”

“Because the king was told that the son promised to the prophet
was to be then born, and he was instructed to take “faithful witnesses’,
to record the time that the birth was to take place. By those means the
people knew that the judgments were impending. No such instruc-
tions were given regarding Immanuel, therefore there is no date given
as to when he would be born. That was revealed later. All that the
faithful in Judah would know was that in due time a virgin would bear
a son named Immanuel, but before that time judgment would come on
the nation — it would come on the nation early in the lifetime of
Maher-shalal-hash-baz, the son of Isaiah. Thus when the little boy
was born, the prophet and the people knew that the judgments were
impending. Only a few months would elapse before he would learn to
speak a few words, and before that time Assyria would have invaded
the land of Syria, Israel and Judah (Isa. 8:4).

“But though judgments were threatened on the nation, a glorious
future was also promised through Immanuel, who would surely come
eventually.

“Meanwhile, the king and his counsellors must have returned to
the city very disturbed by the words they had heard from Isaiah the
prophet.” Mr. Phillips concluded on this occasion.
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Chapter Three

DAYS OF TERRIBLE
WICKEDNESS IN JUDAH

DER the evil reign of the wicked king Ahaz, Judah’s trou-

i I bles mounted daily. Not only had the Syrians invaded the

land, and driven the Jews from Elath, the important caravan

terminus on the Gulf of Aqaba (2Kings 16:6), but other nations had

taken the opportunity to invade the land and seize territory for them-

selves. The Edomites and Philistines attacked Judah and took many
important towns and forts (2Chron. 28:17-18).

Judah had been brought to a very low ebb. The Bible declares:
“Yahweh brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he
made Judah naked” (2Chron. 28:19).

Judah was “made naked” by the wickedness of Ahaz; that is, the
whole nation was brought into a state of sin, for “nakedness” is used
typically of sin (cp. Gen. 3:11; Rev. 16:15). The nation suffered
because of its folly. It did not seem to have any effective defence
against the enemies that were rising up against it on every side.

Ahaz could have taken the advice of Isaiah and turned to Yahweh
for help; and there is no doubt that he would have found deliverance
(see Isa. 7:11). But he lacked the necessary faith to do so.

To him there was but one solution: trust in the arm of flesh. He
deserted Yahweh and turned to the king of Assyria for help. He did
this, doubtless, because his enemies (nations like Syria, Edom, Philis-
tia) had joined alliance with Egypt in opposition to Assyria. Ahaz
stood aside from this alliance, and joined the Assyrians. He was
warned by the prophet [saiah that his policy was not wise; that the
very nation to which he had turned for help would bring trouble upon
him and upon the land (Isa. 7:18-20: 8:6-7). He was told that it would
be better if he stood aside from entanglement with either Assyria or
Egypt, and place his complete confidence in Yahweh.

Ahaz Seeks Ahaz spurned the advice. He put no confi-
Assistance of dence in Yahweh or His prophet. Instead he
Assyria sent a servile letter to Tiglath-pileser, the

king of Assyria, pleading for him to help

him, humbling himself before him in a most degrading manner: “I am

your servant and your son,” he wrote. “Come up, save me out of the

hand of the king of Syria and out of the hand of the king of Israel
which rise up against me.”

This letter was insulting to Yahweh, the God of Israel, for it

implied that He could not save. He represented Himself as a Father to
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Israel (Mal.1:6), yet here
was the king claiming to
be a son of Assyria! Ahaz A -
had written in this manner <7 )
because he was filled with ISRAL
great fear at the prospect

THE ASSYRIAN !?VABION’S

Calsh

‘ Campaigns of
Tiglath-Pileser
minto israel,,

of Judah being again P — Isrbel .
invaded by Syria and ( afig deports her people
Israel (Isaiah 7). "imﬁ Pekeh (2 Kings 15)

With the letter, he sent
a rich present of silver 7

and gold which he robbed
from out of the temple
and the palace in
Jerusalem to pay as hire
to the pagan prince of | —rggimaneser captures Samaria
Assyria (2Kings 16:8). | and takes lsraelites into exile
Tiglath-pileser was | stolooiorminite
pleased to have Ahaz as
an ally. He invaded the
land, marching south past
the borders of Israel to
Gaza where he defeated
the Philistines. He also
overthrew the city of o
Damascus, capital of Y
Syria; slew its king,
Rezin; took many of the i |
people captive; and put Relief
the whole country under the direct Shﬂwﬂg
control of the Assyrian government.* | campaigns
This defeated the plans that Syria of
and Israel had made to invade Judah. ng;g;’:"
Ahaz rejoiced at the success of the '
Assyrian and doubtless felt that his
schemes had been wise and for the
best.

‘/"".Jermiem

gnnacherib attacks the fortified

* These things are recorded on the stone monuments and records of the kings
of Assyria, which have been unearthed by archaeologists. They confirm the
Bible account. In them Tiglath-pileser speaks of how the nations, including
“Rezin of Damascus and Menahem of Samaria™, paid him tribute. They also
record the excursion he made at the call of Ahaz, the king of Judah. He
declares that he restored the widespread territory of Damascus to the border
of Assyria. “My (official) I set over them as district governor.” He speaks of
how the king of Gaza put his confidence in Egypt, but how Assyria defeated
the Philistines and imposed tribute on them.
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Tiglath-pileser next turned his attention to Samaria. The king
reigning there at the time was a man called Pekah. He had earlier
invaded Judah and gained a great victory. Thus God had used him to
punish wicked king Ahaz, but now the time had come when he, too.
was to be punished in turn. His reign over [srael had not been suc-
cessful. Many problems had beset the nation during his reign, and
these helped to make the people dissatisfied with him. A conspiracy
against him was formed by a man named Hoshea. It received the full
support of the king of Assyria, as recorded on the stone by Tiglath-
Pileser. Pekah was murdered, and Hoshea reigned in his stead.

These are the dreadful things that happen when people depart
from God.

But all this trouble in the north was good news to Ahaz. His
enemies in the north and to the west had been overthrown. and it
appeared as though his policy in seeking assistance from Assyria had
been the correct thing to do. He felt grateful to Tiglath-pileser, and
travelled north to the city of Damascus that he might meet him per-
sonally, and pay his respects to him. There he received a shock. He
was told that more tribute was required; that he was expected to pay
such sums as would keep Judah in a constant state of poverty.

Ahaz Imitates One thing pleased him. however. Whilst he
Foreign Religion was in Damascus, Ahaz saw a new altar

dedicated to a pagan god. It captured his
imagination. He made a hobby of collecting idols and altars, and had
filled Jerusalem with foreign forms of worship. But here was one that
he did not have, and he could not rest satisfied until he had added it to
his collection. He commanded the high priest Urijah. to come up to
Damascus and draw a copy of it that he might build a similar altar in
Jerusalem. Urijah was the priest who had been called upon by Isaiah
the prophet to witness to a prophecy which spake of the sudden
destruction that Yahweh would bring upon the guilty nation of Judah
(Isa. 8:2). But he feared the wrath of the king more than he did that of
God, however, and to his everlasting disgrace. did as he was com-
manded. How stupid was Ahaz! This god of Damascus had been
unable to help the Syrians in their resistance to Tiglath-pileser, and
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The sundial was used to indi-

cate the time of day by the

shadow of a gnomon thrown

on a graduated surface. -~
According to archaeological-’ ~ - .
data there were such build- :
ings in the time of Ahaz, con-
structed with two walls, one
on the eastern and the other
on the western side, and two
staircases (within the walls)
which ascend opposite each
wall, in such a way that the
last step is common to both.
The sun shines on different
sections through the day, to
show the time.

yet Ahaz was willing to worship it instead of Yahweh who could have
assisted him. Nevertheless Isaiah had invited him to seek a sign of
Yahweh as a vindication of His power (Isa. 7:11).

All that Judah received out of the goodwill visit of its king to
Damascus was heavier taxation, and a new false religion set up in
Jerusalem. Like a small boy with a new toy, the king was anxious to
use the altar. He commanded that the morning and evening sacrifices
should be offered upon it, and he even led the people in this wicked
action.

The king now knew no bounds to his wickedness. The threat of
invasion from Syria and Israel having been removed, he imagined
that he was immune from trouble, and had no need of Yahweh’s help.
Every form of false worship was encouraged until the land was filled
with idols and pagan systems. “This is that king Ahaz,” declares the
Bible as though emphasising his wicked character (2Chron. 28:22).
Cities throughout Judah were set aside as headquarters of false sys-
tems of worship, and on every high place incense ascended unto the
gods of heathen nations. The people were drawn away from the true
worship, and the anger of Yahweh smouldered against the foolish
nation (2Chron. 28:25).

Ahaz also showed a great curiosity towards astrology. It was prob-
ably associated with the pagan worship of the sun, moon and stars.
He set up in Jerusalem a sun-dial which later became an important
medium by which Yahweh manifested His power to Hezekiah, the
son of this wicked king (Isa. 38:8). He made the shadow on the sun-
dial go backward, an indication to all who cared to think about the
matter that Yahweh was superior to the sun which some worshipped
as a god.

Meanwhile, Assyria continued to demand its tribute, and Ahaz
found it more and more difficult to provide it. All wealth was stripped
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from the temple and palace and paid over to the Assyrian. The people
were heavily taxed to provide what was demanded. Great distress was
felt throughout the land. The Bible declares: “The king of Assyria
came unto Ahaz, and distressed him, but strengthened him not”
(2Chron. 28:20).

Indeed, the nation became so poor that the king had to cut down
all the brass found on the furniture of the temple, even that used in the
sacred vessels and the huge covered way along which previous kings
had ceremoniously walked to the temple on sabbath days. But still the
greed of the Assyrian king was not satisfied.

The reign of Ahaz, therefore, witnessed the temple closed for wor-
ship, heathen altars everywhere erected, and determined efforts made
by a foolish king to stamp out the true worship of Yahweh in favor of
false and wicked systems. It was not a happy time for Judah.

The Son of Ahaz: Towards the end of his reign Ahaz caused his
Faithful Hezekiah son to join him in ruling the nation. He was a

young man of just over twenty years of age,
whose name was Hezekiah. He was to prove a wise and faithful king.
He disagreed completely with the policy of his father, but so long as
the latter was living, he could do little about it. He waited the t