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Preface

“Look not at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen. The things which are seen are temporal:
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).

Isaiah in chapter forty urges upon us aconception of God and
the purpose of life that is overwhelming in its immensity. If we
can by supreme effort, get in tune with His viewpoint, present
things shrink into their true insignificance—

“Lift up your eyes on high, and behold Who hath
created these things . . . by the greatness of His might,

Jor He is strong in power” (v. 26).

“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no search-
ing of His understanding” (v. 28).

This is the scale of conception that it is wholesome to dwell
upon, and getaway from the pettiness of our present surround-
ings. It is strengthening. It is uplifting. It engenders a sober,
godly frame of mind.

The world is but a handful of dust, its troubled history an
insignificant fraction of eternity, the seemingly real and actual
present but a brief interlude that will pass like shadows before
the rising sun.

This is the sphere of thought that is comforting and worth-
while. Keeping our minds in THIS channel will result in a
course of action in harmony with these things and will fit us for
a place in them.

We are told by well meaning but worldly-minded counselors
that if we want a better position we must fit ourselves for it. We
must fill our thoughts with its responsibilities and require-
ments. We must, as it were, mentally live in that sphere and
accustom ourselves to it.

Now of course, this is entirely out of the question for those
whose minds, in obedience to the counsel of the apostle, are
wholly given to better things—they just haven't the time for it.
But it illustrates the effort we must make on a higher and more
satisfying scale. Often, sadly enough, the children of this world
show more wisdom and initiative and energy in their aspira-
tions than the children of light do in those things which are
eternal.

The human mind is not bound to its immediate surround-
ings. If it were so, life would often become unbearable. But



consciousness is largely made up of memory and anticipation,
beside that which is present to the senses.

Many people choose their solace by living in the past,
comforting themselves with reminiscence and recollection.
Most are wrapped up in the immediate present and the very
limited future which comes within the scope of present under-
takings.

“Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die,” is the
universal doctrine, but only the shallowest, dullest minds can
find merriment satisfying under such circumstances. Such an
attitude requires the cruelest, bitterest form of self-deception
and wilful blindness.

But in the mercy of God, there is a third alternative for those
who feel the need. How is one brought to feel the need? By a
recognition of the sadness and perversion of the present
dispensation due to the incapability and inhumanity of man.

How do we learn differently? What prompts us to turn for
comfort and satisfaction elsewhere? Usually it requires the
rough hand of misfortune and disillusionment to make us fully
appreciative of the vanity of present things. We are aware, it is
true, in a vague, theoretical way, of the vast preponderance of
sorrow over joy in the world, but we feel nobody’s troubles as
keenly as we do our own. This is in the very nature of things.
Our minds can only work on what is being continually pre-
sented to them in some form or another. Unless constantly
reminded either by circumstances or direct efforts of our own
will, we soon forget and our attention is taken by other things.

This, too, demonstrates why we must constantly supply our
minds with material for thought from the Word of God. If we do
not, our minds will feed on other and unwholesome things that
so easily present themselves to them.

What is the course of mental satisfaction that is offered to
counteract the depressing effect of present considerations?

“Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God.
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her
that her warfare is accomplished and her iniquity is
pardoned.”

Such are the opening words of the reading from Isaiah 40.
“Her warfare IS accomplished and her iniquity IS pardoned.”

These things have been recorded for over twenty-six hundred
years and the end is not yet. Some may be reminded, perhaps
a little bitterly, of the statement by Paul to the Romans (4:17)
that—



“God calleth those things which be not as though they
were already.”

Clearly there could be no more striking example.

To speak assuringly of warfare being over when it still had a
cruel course of over two thousand years to run may seem poor
and misleading comfort——but is this the truth of the matter? A
thoughtful consideration will show that this is but a narrow
and unreasonable viewpoint.

Comfort depends upon the state of the mind. The comfort
offered by the Scriptures is not dependent upon immediate
fulfilment. It is the assurance of an ultimate reign of peace and
good, that is separated from no individual by more than the
brief span of a human life-time. Its comfort is not that distress
is finished, but that distress is a controlled and necessary
ingredient of the final result.

This is the viewpoint that prophet and apostle exhort us to
maintain. We must live in patience and godliness, buoyed up
by hope. We must center our minds resolutely upon that which
is to come and face all present trouble in the confidence of this
expectation.

“Sorrow endureth for the night,” says the Psalmist—and the
night may be long—*“but joy cometh in the morning.” The course
of wisdom is not to ignore or belittle the sorrow, but to balance
the whole picture. We shall not be overwhelmed by the one if
the other is kept rightly in mind.

Thus we can enter into the spirit of these words of Isaiah and
reap the comfort intended. We are not to regard the delay with
skeptical impatience or lagging faith, but we are to build our
lives and hopes upon these things in quiet and calm confidence
that they represent the realities and that in God's good time all
will be accomplished.

—G. V. Growcott

Several years have passed since “Be Ye Transformed” Vol-
ume ] was presented to students of God’s Word. The return of
Jesus Christ is that much closer, and preparation for the day
of Judgment has thereby become more urgent in our lives. The
Psalmist states—

“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts unto wisdom” (Psa. 90:12).

Volume I of “Be Ye Transformed” having been received with

appreciation from many quarters we are moved to present



further exhortations and expositions by bro. G. V. Growcott;
meditations which have appeared in “The Berean Christ-
adelphian” pages over many years. While he has been at rest
for over nineteen years, his words still speak with clarity,
appeal, urgency, and force for those who have ears to hear.

The force of bro. Growcott’s analysis of the Word is illustrated
in the preface above, impressing its commands and warnings
upon the senses, contrasting the passing nature of the world
picture with its history of failures and frustrations over genera-
tions past. He presents the value of that which is eternal,
against that which is temporal and passing.

“Though ouroutward manperish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a_far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seenare temporal; but the
things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:16-18).

As prophets and apostles alike have exhorted—

“I set before you, life and death; blessing and curs-
ing.”

And Isaiah predicted—

“Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it.”

By the mercy of God, this is the divine alternative, provided
for those who feel the need, as bro. Growcott presents above.
His words may be appealed to with assurance, having stood the
test of many years, enlightening those seeking for salvation in
their younger years; refreshing minds and memories of veter-
ans in the warfare; comforting those of advanced age. They are
a ready reference for diligent students and laborers in divine
service, giving assurance to heavy hearts in their daily antici-
pation of the Master’'s return.

Volume 11 is therefore sent forth to accomplish the works of
the Lord. May it be received in the wholehearted manner that
its companion, Volume | has been. It carries the message of the
Apostle Peter—

“Beloved, I now write unto you; stirring up your pure
minds by way of remembrance: that ye may be mindful
of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of
the Lord and Saviour.”

May it receive the blessing of our Heavenly Father.

—E. F. Higham



In the Beginning

Psalms 1-2

“Forgetting those things that are behind, I reach _forward
unto those things that are before” (Phil. 3:13).

Today we stand at a new beginning—the beginning of a new
year. In our readings we begin Genesis: “In the beginning God
created.” We begin Psalms: “Blessed is the man .. .” We begin
the Gospel record: “The book of the generations of Jesus
Christ”—Savior of the world.

There is great power in a new beginning. It is a time for self-
examination and renewed determination and dedication.

In the wisdom and love of God, our lives are divided up into
little periods of activity and consciousness, separated by
periods of rest and sleep. Each new day is a new beginning. If
we are sincerely trying to serve God, we can each day, with
complete confidence, forget the failures of the past, as long as
we rise up and try again.

God assures us through the prophet Ezekiel (18:22) that all
past failures will be forgotten if at last we overcome. We must
daily begin again. We must greet each day with renewed faith
and hope, thanking God for each new day's beginning as it
comes, doing our best for that one day while we have it, and
closing the account as each day ends, to arise once more and
begin again.

And now another full year of days has ended and been laid
away, and we start a_fresh new chapter in our lives.

* * *

Genesis 1 is a foundation, and a fortress. It is simple and
satisfying, dignified and devout. It tells us of the creation of the
present dispensation of things on earth in six days, about six
thousand years ago. It is in direct contradiction to the specu-
lation of “"Evolution,” and attempts to harmonize these two
opposites have brought shipwreck to the churches of the world.

This is the frontier on which the Truth is being most seriously
attacked today, both within and without. The ultimate purpose
and end of the modern superstition of “Evolution” is to eliminate
God and escape the authority of His Word.

And we see before us today the unbelievable sight of the
churches of Christendom, corrupted by Evolution, seriously
debating whether there is a God at all. What will the next
generation see?



Let US hold fast to simple Bible Truth! Let us get the true
BIBLE picture of man—the pitiful limits of his intellectual
capacity and judgment. The mind of the flesh is folly. igno-
rance, change and confusion.

To be fearfully stampeded into going partway to accomimo-
date the speculation of the fleshly mind is fatal. This chapter
is our rock foundation. Hold its simple record, and we are safe.
Evolution cannot get a foothold. This is the revelation of God.

But begin to twist it to fit man’'s speculations—and we are
lost. There is nowhere to stop, as we see by the current
speculations of some calling themselves Christadelphians,
that Adam could not have been a special creation from the
dust, as the Bible says, but must have evolved from a millions-
of-years-old race of creatures.

And truly, this is the only reasonable and logical and inevi-
table conclusion once we let Evolution get its_foot in the door.

There is nowhere to stop. We must at last go all the way down
the slippery slope from the light of divine revelation to the
darkness of fleshly speculation, as many are finding to their
sorrow and dismay.

Some are toying with Evolution, trying to go to the brink, then
stop and switch back to divine creation for Adam. But it cannot
be done. Once the fatal course of accepting a little bit of
Evolution is started, there is no logical end except complete
abandonment of the Word of God and at last of God Himself.
The churches of the world are very close to this now.

Let us thank God fervently and continuously for this first
chapter of Genesis which is under great attack today by its
reputed "friends.” Let us accept it in childlike faith as our true
brethren have in the past.

Let us not be swayed for a moment by the dark speculations
of men, who know—and can know—NOTHING of the past; who
cannot even run their own lives with wisdom; who in blind and
proud folly choose the paths of death.

“The fear of God is the BEGINNING of wisdom.” Anything
short of this, however seeming wise, is darkness and folly,
ending in death.

* * *

The Hebrew name for the Psalms is Tehillim—"Praise” or
“Songs of Praise.” The word “psalm” is from the Greek, meaning
“A song sung to a harp,” from the verb "To play on a stringed
instrument.”



The Psalms are divided into five books. like the books of
Moses. This division is of great antiquity. The last psalms of
each book are 41, 72, 89, 106 and 150, and each book ends
with the words (or something similar):

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to
everlasting! Amen and Amen.”

The final psalm is a fuller expression of this same praise.

Of the one hundred fifty psalms, seventy-three—about one
half—are attributed in the heading directly to David, and about
twenty-five more to men associated with him—Asaph and the
sons of Korah. These latter could well be psalms of David for
these singers to use, making about one hundred as attributed
to David. (That is, the word translated “of" as, "A psalm OF
Asaph,” does not necessarily mean "by,” but can mean “for.")

A very few are attributed to others—one to Moses, two to
Solomon, etc., and about fifty are anonymous. These headings
of the psalms are very ancient and are considered generally
authentic, though not part of the inspired Scriptures.

The total number of direct quotations from the Old Testament
in the New is 238. Of these, one half, 116, are from the Psalms.
We see, therefore, the great doctrinal importance of the Psalms.

Christ and the apostles, when speaking of the Psalms. refer
them to David, and quote them as wholly inspired Scripture.
They unhesitatingly base fundamental arguments on single
words or even parts of words.

Jesus so used Psa. 82:6, “I have said, Ye are gods,” and Psa.
110:1, “The Lord said unto my lord.”

Paul, Psa. 110:4, “Swornwith anoath,” and "A priest after the
order of Melchizedec.”

Peter, Psa. 16:10, “Neither suffer Thine holy One to see corrup-
tion.”

There are nine direct quotations from the Psalms in the first
two chapters of Hebrews, and many more throughout the rest
of the book, proving doctrinal points.

Let us keep these passages clearly in mind when any try to
blur the edges of infallible inspiration, or to downgrade the Old
Testament.

We must fully recognize the direct divine element throughout
the Psalms—the INSPIRED element, and purpose: to foreshadow
Christ and reveal the godly mind.

Passages which on the face ofthem appear to apply to David's
own circumstances are quoted in the New Testament as
specific, inspired prophecies concerning Judas and Christ.
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The prophetic, Messianic interpretation of the Psalms was
received by the Jews long before the time of Christ. The nation
looked forward to a Son of David, who would be King of Israel
and who would fulfil all the glorious things foretold, all the
many detailed prophecies.

This is without parallel or precedent in any other religion or
national history, and infinitely strengthens the evidence of
divine inspiration.

Christ and the apostles confirm this expectation, and explain
what was always a mystery to the Jews: the combination in one
Messiah of a smitten sufferer and a triumphant conqueror.

Seven Psalms are strikingly and outstandingly prophetic of
Christ, and they give the key to the others. They are: 2, 18, 22,
45, 72, 89 and 110.

Concerning 110, Jesus specifically says that (1) David wrote
it by inspiration and (2) David is not the person addressed in
it—that it applies to the promised Messiah.

* * *

The Psalms manifest an intense zeal against all forms of sin
and wickedness, and all who choose such ways. This annoys
moderns who in their supposed superior understanding and
“compassion” prefer to pour a murky haze of what they call
“love” over all distinctions of right and wrong.

But true godliness will stand with the Psalms: eager to help,
eager to show compassion, but rigid and uncompromising and
clearly outspoken against any ungodliness, anywhere, any
time; and looking forward in eager and unashamed anticipa-
tion to the universal vindication and triumph of righteousness
and holiness, and the unsparing crushing and annihilating of
all who deliberately choose the God-defying ways of wickedness.

David showed great personal restraint in dealing with his
personal enemies, under extreme provocation; but he recog-
nized that if good is going to triumph over evil, those who choose
evil MUST be destroyed.

Any sin, from smallest to greatest, when intelligently viewed,
is seen to be rebellion against God, against goodness, against
reality, against the divine purpose of ultimate joy and perfec-
tion and beauty for all. And though God is very long-suffering,
all such must at last be called to account, and rigidly annihi-
lated from God's glorified earth.

The mind of Christ hates sin with implacable hatred, as the
enemy of God, the destroyer of all good for man, loathsome
bringer of sorrow and death.



David, the “man after God’'s Own heart,” hated sin (though
truly on one occasion he sinned grievously). Psalm 51 portrays
an utter abasement and remorse unparalleled in all Scripture.
We should never think of David’s great sin without connecting
it with this Psalm—

“Have mercy on me, O God . . . blot out my transgres-
sions.

“Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse
me _from my sin.

“For I acknowledge my transgression, and my sin is
ever before me.

“Against Thee only have [ sinned, and done this evil

in Thy sight.

“Purge me with hyssop ... wash me . ..

“Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iniquities.

“Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation . . . Deliver
me from bloodguiltiness, O God of my salvation!”

This is important in order to get the basic picture of the
Psalms and David’s special fitness to be the Spirit's instrument
inrecording the mind of Christ and of the ideal godly man. Paul
said—

“Jesus Christ died to save sinners, of whom I am
chief” (1Tim. 1:15).

He had done more harm to God’s people and offered more
obstruction to God’s purpose than any man then living.

But, likewise, he was more intensely devoted, and suffered
more, and labored more, for the sake of Christ and the Truth,
than any man then living.

So David. His sin was terrible, both of itself—and infinitely
more so because of his position of favor and prominence in
God'’s purpose, and the harm it did to the cause of righteous-
ness, and the glory of God among men.

Like Adam’s sin, David’'s brought a long and bitter train of
sorrow, strife and evil, and gave an occasion to blaspheme God
that sinners still joyfully avail themselves of.

In the lives of David and of Paul we can find great lessons and
great comfort. No failure is final if we will only continually rise
and try again. Paul said—

“Forgetting those things that are behind, I reach
Jorward unto those things that are before” (Phil. 3:13).

Today, as the New Year begins, is an especially fitting time to
remind ourselves of this inspiring and comforting principle of
Truth.



* * *

The supreme object of the Psalms is to declare the glory of
God. This is not just an abstract or merely academic consider-
ation, as far as man'’s welfare is concerned.

It is of primary practical importance for man's health and
happiness to recognize and declare the glory of God as the
central fact of reality and eternity. It is satisfying, purifying and
ennobling. It is peace and joy-producing.

It is absolutely NECESSARY that we have this joyful frame of
mind-—continual praise to the glory of God. This is a vital first
principle of the Truth, and without it we do not have the Truth.
It is the first and greatest commandment—

“Thou shalt love—worship, praise, adore, glorify—
the Lord thy God with ALL thy heart, soul, strength and
mind” (Mk. 12:30).

The Psalms embody worship, song, prayer, meditation. They
emphasize the great importance of singing—of the spirit of
singing. Paul expresses it best when he says (Eph. 5:19}—

“Making melody IN YOUR HEART to the Lord.”

If this is not our fixed and peaceful frame of mind, even amid
sorrow and trial, then we have not yet found the power of the
Truth and the mind of Christ.

Singing in joyful thanksgiving and worship always accompa-
nied the sacrifices in the Temple, and made them acceptable.

Christ and the apostles sang together in praise to God on the
night he was betrayed. (The usual portion sung at the Passover
time was Psalms 113-118).

Pauland Silas joyfully sang praises to God—in prison and in
great suffering.

Paul, writing to the Ephesians and the Colossians, pre-
scribes the singing of Psalms, and so does James (Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16; Jam. 5:13). Many of our hymns are from the Psalms.
{(All those we used this morning were.)

The spirit of praise is the godly frame of mind: the joyful,
confident recognition of the eventual, irresistible triumph of
goodness and godliness.

The Psalms combine true, inward, spiritual living with the
fullest respect and obedience to God’s specific appointed
outward forms of worship, in perfect balance. Neither dare be
neglected: neither dare be set against the other, or exalted to
the exclusion of the other.

The Psalms manifest intense delight and interest in all holy
seasons, services, observances, etc., and a fervent longing to be
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in God’s Tabernacle. While giving full weight to the spiritual
aspect, we dare not belittle the literal. There is deep wisdom in
all God’s requirements and appointments. It is only the mind
of the flesh that considers itself too “spiritual” and mature to
need to obey the specific ordinances and commands.

* * *

The fundamental requirement that the Scriptures present to
us for attaining salvation is that we MUST have the mind of
Christ. We must put away the natural thoughts of the flesh,
and bring our thoughts and desires and interests into harmony
with his. The Psalms are the major provision that God has
made to enable us to do this.

David was uniquely the “man after God’s Own heart” or mind.
He perfectly illustrates in his life, in his weaknesses and his
strengths, in his stumblings and in his overcomings. the man
who is well-pleasing to God.

The Psalms of David present the mind of the ideal man. Not
the perfect man, in the sense of never having experienced
imperfection, but the IDEAL man in God's sight, who out of
weakness is made strong, and who, from the flesh, rises to the
Spirit. The characteristics of this man are—

Unshakable trust in God;

Entire devotion of the life to God's service;

Full submission to God’s will;

A deep, intimate mutual relationship of love with God:

A constant longing for God's presence;

An unmovable conviction of God’s perfect righteousness;

An overwhelming consciousness of God's nearness;

A confident assurance of God’s omnipotence, and of the final
eternal triumph of goodness and the suppression and destruc-
tion of all evil, and the joyful salvation of all faithful servants of
God who “hold fast to the end.”

The Psalms show us man as he is, and what he may become
in the love and promise and providence of God.

We find portrayed therein a deep sense of sin and weakness,
together with integrity of purpose and recognition of the divine
standard of perfect holiness that is the pattern and the ideal.
The mind of Christ—the godly mind—recognizes mortal weak-
ness and uncleanness, and seeks for divine strength and
holiness—recognizes the sorrow and vanity and death related
to present things, and seeks for joy and peace and love in God.

The Psalms express, above everything else, intense devotion
and absolute trust. Their chief characteristic, and the chief
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characteristic of David himself, is an intense awareness of
God's immediate and all-pervading presence and care—over all
nature, but especially over those who seek Him, most strikingly
expressed in Jesus’ words (Matt. 10:29)}—
“Not a sparrow falls without your Father.”
* * *

Psalm 1 is an introduction to the whole book. It sums up its
entire message and purpose—the blessedness, happiness,
joyfulness, God-favoredness, of the godly man—

“Blessed is the man . ..”

This was Jesus’ first word in his teaching, as he began his
public ministry to Israel—

“Blessed are the poor” (the trembling—the rever-
ent—the godly) in spirit” (Matt. 5:3).

It is fitting that this book of praise, which so beautifully
expresses the mind of Christ, should start in the same way as
his oral, personal teaching.

“Blessed” includes all good—excludes all evil. Itis all we need
to know or have. If we are among the blessed of God we have
everything, we lack nothing.

If we are not among His blessed, then nothing matters.
Nothing can begin to compensate us for the loss of this all-
important, all-embracing thing.

Verse 1: Tells us what the godly man does not do.

Verse 2: What he DOES do.

Verse 3: His blessing and destiny.

We cannot go any deeper, nor make the message any simpler,
than this. This is life: plumbed to its depth and reduced to its
simplest realities.

Attain this, and you have attained everything. And it can be
learned, practiced, perfected anywhere, anytime, and under
any circumstances. :

“...thatwalketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of
the scornful” (Psa. 1:1).

“Walking, standing, sitting” seem to express progressive
degrees of association and involvement.

“Ungodly, sinners, scornful” seem to indicate degrees of
active and confirmed wickedness.

Everything in life is moving. We cannot stand still. We are
going up or down—toward life or death. If we WALK incidently
with the unconcerned ungodly, if we permit a transient and
apparently harmless passing association to develop, we shall
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soon find ourselves STANDING with the deliberate sinners,
and at last SITTING down with those who are confirmed in their
scornfulness of God.

Why? Because to enjoy the company of the ungodly we must
deliberately dull and suppress our spiritual sense, as with a
drug, and this is fatal.

We must stifle our conscience—and this course is fatally
progressive. And when we choose it, God judicially pushes us
deeper into it, to our own helpless destruction. He sends a
“strong delusion.”

Truly we inevitably must have many contacts with the world,
both of necessity in daily activity, and by choice in endeavoring
to proclaim and radiate the light of the Truth. Jesus actively
and deliberately filled his ministry to the utmost with contact
and association with people—even the openly sinful.

But he was never for amoment one of them, or one with them,
though his enemies made great capital out of this association—

“Behold, a friend of publicans and harlots!”

But he was always completely separated from them by a
perfect insulation of purity and holiness of mind and purpose.

He never for a moment forgot his one great purpose in life, his
perfect oneness with God.

* * *
“Blessed is THE MAN . . .”
—and only Christ is the perfect fulfillment of this Psalm—
“THE MAN.” But all may share in his blessing by being in him
and like him as best they possibly can.
“His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law
doth he meditate day and night” (v. 2).
Two important thoughts are here:
1. Delight in the law of God.
2. Constant day-and-night meditation.

To be acceptable to God, we must "delight” in His law. We
must perceive its beauty and necessity and desirability. It is the
freely-given, joyful allegiance of our hearts that God desires—
not just the enforced obedience of our bodies, however dutiful
and faithful such obedience may be.

We must see the beauties of God’s holy law, and we must be
irresistibly moved by His love and goodness to want to please
Him and draw near to Him.

We must love His law, both because it is holy, and because
it is His. Truly, spiritual love cannot be forced or invented, but
it CAN be learned and developed.
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God first reveals Himself to us as all-good and all-powerful.
He asks our love, and He asks us to conform ourselves to
eternal reality.

He teaches us that we are by nature animal and unspiritual—
unable to either comprehend or conform to purity and spiritu-
ality, but He assures us that love and affinity for these divine
things that lead to eternal life CAN be learned and developed.

He assures us that the more we learn, the more we shall love,
and the more we love, the more we shalllearn. ltis a progressive
spiral upwards to life and joy, just as living after the flesh is a
progressive spiral downward into sorrow and death.

“In His law doth meditate DAY and NIGHT.”

Does this seem like an impractical ideal—only for those who
do not have a pressing daily round of labor and responsibility
to take care of?

Perhaps we are missing the meaning of the meditation. It is
not necessarily a withdrawn, abstract, inactive meditation, but
rather a positive, active, practical application of the law of God
to every phase and detail of life’s necessary activities.

We should do nothing, say nothing, think nothing, without the
guidance of the law of God.

It must be our constantly consulted compass—our “medita-
tionday and night.” We must ask at each step of the way, “What
is the will of God?"—which is but another way of saying (and it
is the whole key to life that we perceive and realize this)—it is
another way of saying, “What is the way of wisdom, and joy, and
harmony, and facing reality?”

* * *
“He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water.”

The law of the Lord is the river of water, without which the
tree does not have a chance to live at all, let alone to bring forth
fruit.

It is not enough just to have a vague urge to do what is right.
There are people on both sides of every war with a driving urge
to do what is right, and they cheerfully murder each other
fulfilling that urge.

Clearly something more is necessary—and that is: TRUTH,
Reality, Divine Light and Guidance.

The big issue is: are we going to trust our own natural
thoughts and emotions and opinions as to what is right and
good, or are we going to recognize that our own natural
thoughts—however well intentioned, however well pleasing to
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us—are deceptive and fatally misleading; and consciously seek
God's law for guidance.

The latter course offers the only POSSIBLE chance of success
and acceptance, and yel so pitifully few—even of those who
claim to be Christ’s brethren—follow this course.

The common view is: "I think this is all right, so it must be all
right. [ think this worldly fashion is all right. I like this worldly
custom. It is so pretty. It is so appealing to the flesh. It pleases
me and gratifies my lusts. [ see no harm in it. [ do not want to
look into it honestly, and find out the real truth about it, and
what GOD thinks of it. I do not really care what God thinks—
[ am only interested in what I think and like.”

This is human nature—the thinking of the flesh; and if we are
honest with ourselves, we can all see ourselves here, with our
head in the sand of our own self-will.

But what about God's law, which we profess to love. If God
has spoken on a subject, even (as we may think) obscurely—
the only possible course of honesty, wisdom and love is to study
it intently, search it out, and if there is any doubt as to the
meaning, to keep on the safe side, because we love God.

Sometimes God is obscure on purpose, so that the true state
of our heart and love will be exposed.

If our roots are not reaching ever more deeply and thirstily
into this pure river of water that is God's law, we do not have
a chance of life at all, for we are voluntarily (though perhaps
blindly and unknowingly) choosing the flesh-pleasing way of
death.

* * *

“That bringeth forth his _fruit in his season.”

This is what John said—

“Bring_forth FRUITS. Every tree that bringeth not forth
Jruit is cut down and cast into the fire” (Jn. 15:2).

This is the test. “Faith without works is dead.” Where is our
fruit? What do we have to show? What have we done, what are
we doing, for God?

Truly at best we are unprofitable servants, and we cannot be
discouraged if our best seems very little, as long as we can
honestly say it [S our most and our best.

“His leaf shall not wither” (Psa. 1:3).

Here is the real test of the wisdom of anything. What is the
END? Will it last? Are we building for eternity? Or are we
building on sand? Is the ultimate result of our course life or
death?



Planning and providing for the future is recognized in the
world as the difference between thoughtful intelligence and
improvident stupidity, yet the REAL planning and preparing
for the future almost everyone neglects.

But how soon health fails, and life comes face to face with
death, and it is all over, and one more sinks into an endless
grave—

“This their way is their folly” (Psa. 49:13).

But, “HIS leaf shall not wither.” He, and he alone, has really
planned for the future, and the future is his—in glorious,
endless immensity!

* * *
“And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

Can we take this literally and unqualifiedly?—

“WHATSOEVER he doeth shall prosper.”

Are we guaranteed success in everything we do? Yes, we ARE,
if our “everything” is the everything of the godly man—

“ALL things work together for good to them that love
God” (Rom. 8:28).

There are no failures, no mistakes, no disappointments, in
the great and triumphant plan of God.

There IS a way of life in which we are guaranteed success and
satisfaction in everything we do. That way is to “bring every
thought into captivity to Christ"—to have but one pure, clear,
single aim and intent in life: the fulfilling of the will of God.

In this way of life—{(which only Christ perfectly achieved, but
to which all can steadily get closer with ever-increasing satis-
faction and success}—everything we do and everything that
happens to us is, and is joyfully SEEN to be, one more
meaningful, purposeful, necessary step carrying us forward to
our eventual eternal goal at the end of the way (Prov. 4:18)—

“The path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
“AND WHATSOEVER HE DOETH SHALL PROSPER.”
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Christ Our Passover

“Put away leaven out of your houses . . . whosoever
eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be
cut off from the congregation of Israel” (Ex. 12:15-19).

EXODUS CHAPTER TWELVE

We have assembled again in joy and thanksgiving to com-
memorate the loving life-sacrifice for us of our faithful Elder
Brother—

“CHRIST OUR PASSOVER IS SACRIFICED FOR US”
(1 Cor. 5:7).

In our first reading, Exodus 11 and 12, we have the historic
institution of this observance: the very first of the Mosaic
ordinances—given before the Law itself, and the only sacrifice
still observed by the Jewish people. In chapter 11, God an-
nounced the final plague, and told Moses that as a conse-
quence, the Egyptians will not only let them go but will actually
drive them out. Let us consider together chapter 12, and learn
what we can from the working out of these wonderful events.

Verse 1: “In the land of Egypt.” The Passover preceded the
Law. It was instituted while they were still in Egyptian bondage.
It was in fact the very means of deliverance from that bondage.
This is fitting.

Verse 2: “The beginning of months.” This event is the founda-
tion of their national existence: a completely new beginning as
a chosen nation of royal priests. The word “beginning” is Rosh:
chief or head.

Verse 3: “The 10th day.” The Passover lamb was to be selected
and separated unto God four days before it was offered. This
may portray Christ’s sacrifice four thousand years after the
Woman’s Seed was first symbolically designated in Eden as
slayer of the Serpent seed and deliverer from the Serpent
bondage. It was on this tenth of Abib, exactly forty years later,
that Joshua led Israel across the Jordan into the Promised
Land. And it was on this same day, too, that Christ rode
triumphantly into Jerusalem, and was acclaimed as King.
Israel, all unknowingly, thus selected its Passover Lamb of
deliverance. ’

Verse 4: Each household must have a lamb, except that ifa
household were too small, two or more houses must combine
in the observance. When we are few, we must draw more closely
together in worship.
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Verse 5: “without blemish.” Christ must be absolutely perfect
in character and conduct, never once yielding to the sinful
motions of the flesh. This was the tremendous, agonizing,
lifelong burden he bore in love for mankind. Truly it was for
himself also, as in God's wisdom he was constituted one of
them in order to save them, and he partook of all their needs,
including deliverance from the body of death by a perfect
sacrifice. But the motive of doing it for self would have been far
too little and weak to supply the power for this mighty work.
Only selfless love for mankind was strong enough for this
highest and greatest accomplishment in the history of the
human race.

We are not required to do the same, nor could we; but we are
required to make a tremendous, lifelong effort in that direction,
with the same motivation of love: and produce measurable
“fruit.”

“Amale.” God’s arrangements are orderly in beautiful variety
and distinctiveness. There is a distinct place each for male and
female, and each excels in its own sphere. God has appointed
the man as head, but the woman is uniquely blessed in being
the source of the Seed of deliverance, without the participation
or intervention of the man.

Modern, fleshly notions—on this as on everything—are an
ugly, barbaric, misguided reaction to man’s wicked and cruel
abuse of his position of headship. All the spiritual beauty God
appointed is lost.

“Of the first year.” It must be young. Christ was young, cut
off in the midst of his years. Youth is ideally the time of
freshness and strength and innocence and vigor. The re-
deemed will “renew their youth.” Age is weakness and decay.

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth”
(Ecc. 12:1).

“Or from the goats.” This is interesting. At first glance, it
doesn’t seem to fit the type, but there must be a lesson in it.
Really, it is the goat-element which requires the sacrifice, the
putting to death. It was the goat-nature Christ overcame and
nailed to the cross. The sheep-nature does not come naturally.
We are all wild goats by nature, but we must learn to submit as
sheep to the hand of the Shepherd.

Verse 6: “Ye shall keep it up.” The word means “guard
carefully.” Some versions render it “guard” or “safe-keeping.”
God’s Own purpose in Christ is sure and safe, and He also
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requires very diligent care in man in relation to it. For four
thousand years the glorious Lamb-purpose was safe and sure
with God, Who changes not.

“Kill it in the evening.”"—of the fourteenth day. Literally, as
margin: “between the two evenings.” No one is sure just what
this means. The Jews, and commentators generally, suggest it
means between two parts of the evening, though they do not
agree on where the evening is divided. This seems an awkward
explanation: there's no hint in Scripture of one evening ever
being called “two evenings.”

The simplest explanation seems to be that of bro. Thomas
(who comes up with many unique, yet clear and logical,
explanations of puzzling passages). He suggests it simply
meant sometime during the twenty-four hours of the four-
teenth day, between the evening that began it and the one that
ended it. (Jewish days begin in the evening, at sundown.) This,
in the providence of God, enabled Christ to both partake of the
Passover and be killed as the Passover lamb, all within the
appointed time.

Verse 7: The sacrificial blood of the lamb was to be struck on
the two sideposts of each house’s doorway, and the lintel across
the top of the door which connected the two posts. This was
covering or purifying or protecting blood. It preserved the life of
the firstborn from the Angel of Death. Christ is the Doorway:
but considered more in detail, he is the lintel; and the two
separate components of the Multitudinous Christ—Jew and
Gentile redeemed—are the two sideposts or pillars he unites
into one doorway. The lintel (Christ) is sprinkled with the
sacrificial blood to deliver the firstborn (Christ). Truly we
cannot always safely prove doctrines merely by types of them-
selves (though Paul by the Spirit is able to do this)}—but the
beauty and fitness of the type adds power and depth to the
doctrine.

Verse 8: “Eat the flesh in that night.” Night was the time of
opportunity for partaking. Next morning would be too late, as
there was to be none left available then. Clearly this is the
present Gentile Egyptian night.

The Angel of Death struck the oppressor at midnight, and
Pharaoh immediately arose and ordered Israel out. Too late
then to fulfil what may have been neglected. It was similarly at
midnight, we remember, that the sudden summons to the ten
Virgins came to immediately “go out” to meet the arriving
Bridegroom.
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“With unleavened bread.” This is clearly the most important
part of the entire ordinance. Some aspects are specified once;
some two or three times. But from verse 8 to verse 20 the
prohibition against leaven is repeated ten times, and several
times later, too. And the penalty for violation is being “cut off
from Israel,” which is used elsewhere (as Ex. 31:14) as synony-
mous with being “put to death.” This is said of no other
instruction here regarding this ordinance.

Paul, speaking of the Passover, tells us what the leaven
means, and we see why the warning is so emphatic and oft-
repeated. Leaven is “malice and wickedness” (1 Cor. 5:8). And
unleavened bread he calls “sincerity and truth.” Malice is any
unkind or uncharitable feeling or intention toward others; and
wickedness is anything displeasing to God.

Leaven, then, is sin, fleshliness, worldliness—anything con-
trary to God’s will, or out of harmony with His holiness. Leaven
refers to the state of the heart, and mind, and character, and
intentions, and desires. “Sincerity and truth” is submitting
wholeheartedly to the will of God in everything: utter single-
mindedness. There is no other way.

“Eat it with bitter herbs.” “We must through much tribulation
enter the Kingdom.” Tribulation comes mainly from faithful-
ness: from denying the flesh, and obeying the self-crucifying
commands of the Gospel. It is largely the inner struggle against
self: self-control and self-denial, as against the self-pleasing
and self-indulgence. Very few of us in these days have much we
could honestly call “tribulation” from without—from our exter-
nal circumstances. If we think otherwise, consider Hebrews
11, and be humbled.

Verse 9: “Eat it not raw or sodden.” Raw we can easily
understand: both literally and figuratively. But why not “sod-
den” (boiled)? In all other sacrifices, it would appear from the
incident of Eli's sons (1 Sam. 2:13-15) that the parts of the
sacrifices to be eaten were required to be boiled and not roasted.
Certainly at the consecration of Aaron (Lev. 8:31) and the
purification of the Nazarite (Num. 6:19) the requirement was
boiling.

It would seem that the requirement of roasting in this one
unique sacrifice of the Passover is related to the required
cooking of it whole, and not separating the parts. The latter
part of the verse emphasizes this. This is the same principle as
that which required no bones to be broken (v. 46): it must be
prepared and preserved as an unmaimed entity.
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We see this literally fulfilled in Christ on the cross, and
spiritually in that sacrificial and purifying fires of tribulation
are not to maim and break up the Christ-Body, but to perfect
and purify and unify it.

Verse 10: “Let nothing remain till morning.” All must be
consumed. All must be absorbed and assimilated by the
participants. The meaning and the lesson is quite obvious: we
must wholly assimilate Christ our Passover before the morning
dawns. He is the Word: we must absorb it all.

If, due to any uncontrollable circumstances, any were left, it
must be burned. It could not be allowed to even begin to
corrupt. Christ could not be allowed to see corruption. It was
not fitting for the spotless Holy One of God. And when the New
Day comes, nothing will remain of the mortal flesh of the
Christ-Body: it will be consumed and transformed by the
Spirit-fire.

Verse 11: Four related requirements: they must eat—not in
the normal relaxed way—but with loins girded as for energetic
labor or travel; with shoes on, which Paul says is the “prepara-
tion” or readiness of the Gospel race (Eph. 6:15); with staff in
hand—a staff is a support, a protection from danger, some-
thing to lean on, a help to steadiness and sure-footedness on
arough way. The staffis the guidance and instruction and law
of God—

“Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me” (Psa. 23:4).

And, lastly, “in haste”—no time to be wasted. How vitally
important is this last item in the race for life! Time is our most
precious commodity. It is very limited in supply, as we realize
as we grow older. We are given just so much. When it is wasted,
it is gone forever: it can never be regained. At the soon-coming
judgment seat of Christ, we shall have to give account of how
profitably we have used i